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AilNUTES.

EiCHMOND, Va., Maij 18, 1899.

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United

States met in the First Presbyterian Church, Richmond, Va., May 18,

LS99, at eleven o'clock a. m.^ and was opened with a sermon by the

retiring Moderator, the Rev. E. ]\r. Green, D. D., on Matthew x. 34:

"Think not that I am come to send peace on earth : I came not to send

peace, but a sword."

The Assembly was then constituted with prayer by the Moderator.

The Stated Clerk announced that the following Commissioners had

been enrolled

:

I. SYNOD OF ALABAMA.
Pkesbyteries. Mixisteks. Rulim; Elders.

1. Central Alabama, , .

2. East Alabama, J. K. Hazen, D D., John W. Duir, .Jr.

3. North Alabama, L. S. Handley, D. D. John H. Miller.
" "

J. G. Snedecor, G. H. Norwood.

4. 2'uskalooifa, Russell Cecil, D. D J. P. Clarke.
" John A. Scott, J. O. Garner (2).

II. SYNOD OF ARKANSAS.
1. Arkansas, E. P. Kennedy, W. S. Duulop.

2. Ouachita, J. A. Dickson, D. D.,- . . . . J. A. Sheppeison.

3. Pine Bluff, J. Franklin Lawson, W. A. Brown.

4. Washbourne, J. L. D. Houston, Clifford P. Boles.

III. SYNOD OF FLORIDA.

1. Florida, E. P. Mickel, D. D T. M. Pulestou.

2. St. Johns, I. M. Auld, J. H. Sadler.

3. Suwanee, W. S. Milne, D. E. Whetstone.

IV. SYNOD OF GEORGIA.

1. Athem, J. W. Walden, D. D George C. Smith.

2. Atlanta G. W. Bull, E.W.Russell.

J. G. Patton, M. A. Candler.

3. Augusta, T. D. Cartledge W. P. Beman.

4. Cherokee, C. Z. Berryhill, T. R. Jones.

5. Macon, L. G. Henderson, R, L. Moye.
6. Savannah. J. W. Quarterman, C. C. Varnedoe.

Note.—Figure after a uaine denotes the day of enrollment.
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V. SYNOD OF KENTUCKY
Presbyteries. Ministers Kui.ing Elders.

1. Ebenezer, Joseph Rennie, S. W. McKibben.
2. Loui.mlle, James H. Taylor, W. A. Snodgrass.

" John B. Gordon, J. A. Logan.

3. MnMenhurg, M. B. Porter J. G. Barkley.

4. Paducah W. H. Miley A. J. Bennett.

5. Transylvania, .... . E. M. Green, D. D Charles C. Fox.

A. S. Moffett, D. D J. H. Lapsley.

6. West Lexington, J. G. Venable, J. D. Sprake.

VI. SYNOD OF ME]\[PIIIS.

/. Chickasaw, E. A. Smith, L. B. Mitchell.

2. Memphis, Sterling J. Foster, J. P. Edmondson.
3. North Mississijjpi, . . . . J. E. Hobson, B. Leland.

4. Western District, J. G. Garth, W. F. McRee.

VII. SYNOD OF MISSISSIPPI.

1. Central Mississippi, . . . D. M. Hawthorne, E. W. Melvin.
" "

. . . T. L. Hamau, Patrick Henry.

2. Ethel .

3. Louisiana, B. L. Price, H. N. Sherbourne (2).

4. Mississippi, Peter Gowan, J. W. Person.

5. New Orleans J. W. Caldwell, W. R. Lyman.
J. H. Nail, D. D .

6. Red River, Ulysses B. Currie, .

7. TomhecMee, R. L. Campbell, J. R. Mitchell.

VIII. SYNOD OF MISSOURI.

1. Lafayette, Franc Mitchell, W. W. Trigg (2).

2. Missouri, Walter M. Langtry, R. B. Kerr.

3. Palmyra, C. G. Christian, W. M. Travis.

4. Potosi, S. T. Ruffner, D. D W. H. Gay.

5. St. Lvouis, J. F. Cannon, D. D., John Barron.

6. Upper Missouri, O. W. Gauss, W. K. James.

IX. SYNOD OF NASHVILLE.
J. Columbia, W. O. Sample, H. P. Wade.
2. Holston, John R. Herndon, J. H. Rutherford.

3. Knoxville, James Park, D. D., R. A. McFerrin.

4. Nashville, George Summey, D. I)., . . . .J. S. Gooch.

J. H. McNeilly. D. D John D. Ilutton.

X. SYNOD OF NORTH CAROLINA.

1. Albemarle, F. H. Johnston, D. D John Webb.
2. Asheville, R. F. Campbell, D. D., . . . .J. D. Murphy.

3. Concord, J. B. Shearer, D. D S. C. Rankin.
" C. A. Munroe, J G. Ramsay.

4. Fayetteville David Fairley, D. McBryde.
" Hugh Craig, Hector McLean (2).
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SYNOD OF NORTH CAROLINA— Continued.

Pkesbtteries. Ministers. Ruling Elders.

5. Mecklenbufg, Roger Martin A. G. Brenizer.

J. W. Stagg, D. D C.H.Wolfe.

6. Orange. D. I. Craig L. Richardson.

Daniel J. Currie .

7. Wilmington, S. H. Isler, W. B. Murphy (3).

XI. SYNOD OF SOUTH CAROLINA.

1. Bethel, Alex. Spnmt, D. D., A. F. Anderson.

J. H. Wilson. W. B. Robinson.

S. Charleston, D. J. Brimm, D. D C. G. Henderson.
" A. L. Patterson, W. H. Townsend.

3. Enoree, J. W. Query J. L. Stoddard.

T. H. Law, D. D., F. L. Anderson.

k. Harmony, W. J. McKay, D. D., Samuel Bradley.

5. Pee Bee, H. M. Brearley J. J. James.

6. South Carolina, James Woodrow, D. D., ... J. S. Gibert.

. " Mark B. Grier J. M. Giles.

XII. SYNOD OF TEXAS.

1. Brazos, W. N. Scott, D. D., E. G. Wilder.

2. Central Texas, M. C. Hutton, W. L. Patillo.

" C. C. Weaver D. B. Penick (2).

3. Dallas, J. W. Sexton, G. W. Baskett.

" H. S. Davidson James Smith.

4. Eastern Texas, T. J. Home, J. H. Grant (3).

6. Foi't Worth, J. Y. McCall, M. C. Billings.

6. Indian, W. J. B. Lloyd, (2), .

7. Paris,. . John E. McLean, G. B. Caldwell.

5. Western Texas R. M. Hall W. B. Hamilton.

XIII. SYNOD OF YIRGINIA.

1. Abingdon, Alfred Jones, D. D., J. ^I. Preston.
'' George H. Gilmer, J. B. Rhea.

2. Chesapeake, J. Louis ^IcClung, J. G. Cooke.

3. East Hanover, Robert P. Kerr, D. D., . . . . Geo. L. Christian.

S. K. AVinn, D. D., George P. Haw.

A. Greenbrier, R. L. Telford W. R. Dotson.

5. Kanawha, A. E. Grover, W. E. !Mohler.

6. Lexington, E. P. Palmer, D. D., T. M. Smiley.

J. Spencer Smith, S. W Sterrett.

7. Maryland, J. M. Clymer, Wm. A. Hart.

8. Montgomery, P. F. Price, R. B. Stratton.

P. B. Price (3), A. M. Clark.

9. Noi'folk, A. S. Yenable J. F. Laeross.

10. Roanoke, W. McC. Miller John T. Watson.

11. West Hanover, H. P. R. McCoy J. M. Robertson.

12. Winchester, P. D. Stephenson, D. D., . . . H. Scruggs.

R. A. White L H. C. Pancake.
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On motion of Rev. Roger Martin, the Assembly was led in prayer

by Rev. Robert P. Kerr, D. D., for divine direction in choosing a

Moderator, and resolved that the choice be made by ballot withont

nomination.

The Rev. John F. Cannon, D. D., a commissioner from the Presby-

tery of St. Louis, was elected Moderator.

The Rev. Alexander Sprunt, D. I)., a commissioner from the Pres-

bytery of Bethel, and the Rev. Thomas H. Law, D. D., a commissioner

from the Presbytery of Enoree, were chosen Temporary Clerks.

The Assembly adopted the following minute on the decease of the

Rev. Dr. W. U. Murkland, of the Presbytery of Maryland

:

The Eev. W. U. Murkland, D. D., of Baltimore, elected a commissioner to this

General Assembly, having been translated to his eternal rest on May 13, 1899, this

Assembly hereby places on record its sense of loss in the removal of one sb suc-

cessful in work and so valuable in counsel, and tenders its sympathy to the family

bereaved of their honored and beloved. The Stated Clerk is directed to forward to

Mrs. Murkland a copy of this resolution.

The following was adopted :

Tlie General Assembly hereby extends its greeting to the Protestant Episcopal

Council, of the Diocese of Virginia, now in session in this city, expressing our

hearty interest in the work of the Protestant Episcopal Church, and our cordial

regard for their bishops, clergymen and people as brethren beloved in the Lord,

invoking upon them the blessing of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

A copy of this resolution, signed by the jNIoderator and Stated Clerk, is ordered

sent to the Council at St. Paul's Church, Richmond, Va.

It was ordered that the daily sessions of the Assembly be from 9 :30

A. M. to 2 p. M. ; 4 :30 p. m. to 6 :30 p. m. ; 8 :15 p. m.^ at pleasure of

the Assembly.

To-morrow at twelve o'clock m. was designated as the time for re-

ceiving the Ministerial Union of Richmond and suburbs.

It was ordered that the Lord's supper be celebrated tomorrow night

at 8:15.

The following invitations were acknowledged with thanks, and the

Assembly resolved to adjourn on the days speciiied so that members

may avail themselves of the courtesy : From the ladies of this church

to an excursion on the James river this afternoon at 5 :30 o'clock ; from

the Covenanter bands of Richmond to a reception in this house at 8 :15
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Siitm-day night; from tlie Faculty of Union Theological Seminary

to visit that institution at 5 o'clock p. m. next Monday.

The Assembly adjourned until half after nine o'clock to-morrow

morning.

Closed with prayer by Rev. E. M. Green, D. D.

SECOND DAY.

May 19, 9 :30 o'clock a. m.

The Assembly met and engaged in devotional exercises conducted by

the Eev. J. W. Walden, D. D.

The minutes of yesterday's session were read, amended and ap-

proved.

The Stated Clerk announced the following additional commission-

ers: Ruling Elders, D. B. Penick, from the Presbytery of Central

Texas ; W. W. Trigg, from the Presbytery of Lafayette ; J. O. Gar-

ner, from the Presbytery of Tuskaloosa, and Hector McLean, from the

Presbytery of Fayetteville.

The Moderator announced the following standing committees

:

Bills and Overtures.—E. M. Green, D. D., E. P. Palmer, S. T. Ruffner, Koger

Martin, M. C. Hutton, J. K. Hazen, J. W. Walden, Sterling J. Foster, J. W. Query

George L. Christian, W. K. James, J. P. Edmondson, il. C. Billings, C. G. Hender

son, S. C. Rankin, M. A. Candler, J. O. Garner.

Judicial.—James Woodrow, D. D., L. S. Handley, J. W. Quarterman, James H,

Taylor, David Fairley, J. W. Sexton, J. M. Clymer, I. H. Pancake, W. L. Patillo

J. H. Rutherford, R. B. Kerr, Patrick Henry, A. J. Bennett.

Foreign Missions.—Russell Cecil, D. D., James Park, D. J. Brimm, A. S. Mof

fett, George H. Gilmer, W. McC. Miller, J. W. Caldwell, J. G. Patton, P. B. Price

A. G. Brenizer, Clifford P. Boles, J. M. Preston, John Barron, J. A. Logan, John H,

Miller, C. H. Wolfe, H. N. Sherbourne.

Foreign Correspondence.—J. H. McXeilly, D. D., R. P. Kerr, B. L. Price, J. G
Garth, J. G. Venable, J. L. Stoddard, John T. Watson, W. B. Hamilton, J. D. :\Iur

phy, W. A. Snodgrass.

Home Missions.—W. N. Scott, D. D., J. W. Stagg, J. A. Dickson, J. G. Patton

Joseph Rennie, C. G. Christian, W. O. Sample, C. A. Munroe, J. V. McCall, W. J. B
Lloyd, J. S. Gooch, D. McBryde, W. H. Townsend, G. W. Baskette, A. M. Clark

R. B. Stratton, A. F. Anderson, Hector IMcLean.
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Publication.—J. B. Sheaier, D. D.. John A. Seott, R. A. White, J. H. Wilson,

U. B. Currie, J. E. Ilobson. W. H. Miley, B. Lehind, J. D. Sparke, C. C. Varnedoe,

.7. A. Shepperson, J. ]\I. Robertson, W^. R. Dotson.

Editcatiox.—George Sumniey, D. D., S. K. Winn, L. G. Henderson. R. L. Camp-
bell, D. I. Craig, A. S. Venable, W. B. Murphy, J. P. Clarke. W. 8. Dunlop. D. E.

Whetstone, J. R. Jones, Charles C. Fox, W. F. McRee.

Colored Evaxgeliz.'Vtiox.—R. F. Campbell, D. D., A. L. Patterson, R. M. Hall,

H. P. R. McCoy. J. H. Grant. George C. Smith. W. A. Brown, H. P. Wade. W. ]\I.

Travis, F. L. Anderson, L. M. Sterrett.

Theological Seminaries.—Alfred Jones, D. D., G. W. Bull, I. M. Auld, D. M.
Hawthorne, J. F. Lacross, J. S. Gibert, L. Richardson, E. W. ]\Ielvin, J. G.

Barkley.

Sunday-Schools and Young People's Societies.—^Alexander Sprunt, D. D.,

R. L. Telford, C. C. Weaver, INIark B. Grier, Daniel J. Currie, J. H. Lapsley. W. H.

Day, E. W. Russell.

Systematic Beneficence.—0. W. Gauss, E. P. Kennedy, R. L. Moye, J. M.
Giles. J. B. Rhea.

Narrative.—W. J. McKay. D. D., H. S. Davidson. W. B. Robinson. J. R.

Mitchell.

Home and School.—J. H. Nail. D. D.. S. H. Isler, James Smith, L. B. ^klitehcll,

John W. Durr, W. A. Hart.

Bible Cause.—J. G. Snedecor, M. B. Porter, J. H. Sad.ller, T. M. Puleston.

Sabbatii.^F. H. Johnston, D. D., Peter Gowan, H. M. Brearley, T. L. Haman.

Devotional Exercises.—R. P. Kerr, D. D., P. F. Price, George L. Christian.

Leave of Absence.—A. E. Grover, J. Franklin Lawson, W. S. Milne, John B.

Gordon, C. Z. Berryhill, W. E. Mohler.

Auditing.—W. R. Lyman, John D. Hutton, G. H. Norwood. \V. W. Trigg.

SYNODICAL RECORDS.

ALABAi[A.—Franc. Mitchell, Hector McLean.

Arkansas.—E. P. Mickel, W. P. Beman.

Florida.—J. L. D. Houston, S. W. McKibl)on.

Georgia.—E. A. Smith, Samuel Bradley.

Kentucky.—John R. Herndon, J. G. Ramsay.

Memphis.—J. J. James, E. G. Wilder.

^Mississippi.—T. J. Home, J. G. Cooke.

]\IissoURi.—J. Spencer Smith, G. B. Caldwell.

Nashville.—John E. ]\IcLean, H. Scruggs.

North Carolina.—W. M. Langtry, J. W. Person.

South Carolina.—J. L. IMcClung. R. A. McFerrin.

Texas.—Hvigh Craig. T. M. Smiley.

Virginia.—T. D. Cartledge, John Webb.

An invitation from the A^onna; Men's Christian Association of the

city, that members of the Assembly make nse of tlie accommodations

of the Association's biiihlinc;, Avas acknowledged with thanks.
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A communication from the Secretary of the Ecumenical Conference

on Foreign Missions was referred to the Standing Committee on

Foreig-n Missions.

A communication from tlio Rev. Peter De Free, fraternal delegate

from the General Synod of the Reformed Church in .Vmerica was

referred to the (\)mmittee on Foreign Correspondence.

A memorial from the Superintendent of the Sunday-school Depart-

ment of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union was referred to

the Committee on Bills and Overtures.

A communication from Professor J. Lewis Llowe, touching the ap-

pointment by the Assembly of a trustee of the United Society of

Christian Endeavor, was referred to the Committee on Sunday-schools

and Young People's Societies.

A communication from the Century Pidilishing Company of New
York, bearing upon the preparation of a new hymn-book, was referred

to the Committee on Bills and Overtures.

A communication from the Western Section of the Alliance of Re-

formed Churches throughout the world holding the Presbyterian sys-

tem was referred to the Committee on Foreign Correspondence.

The Stated Clerk announced the following overtures : From the

Presbytery of Enoree, proposing the raising of $200,000 for Foreign

Missions; referred to the Standing Committee on Foreig-n Missions.

From the Presbytery of Tuskaloosa, touching the organizing of pres-

byteries in the foreign field, etc. ; referred to the Standing Committee

on Foreign Missions. From the Presbytery of East Hanover, propos-

ing an ad interim, committee to report on the Invalid Fund, and a

similar overture from the Presbytery of Maryland, both of which were

referred to the Standing Committee on Home Missions. From the

Presbytery of North Alabama, touching the cost of Bibles issued by

the American Bible Society ; referred to the Committee on the Bible

Cause. From the Presbytery of Central Texas, proposing the publica-

tion of a magazine in the interest of Home Missions ; referred to the

Standing Committee on Home Missions. From the Presbytery of

North Alabama, asking a shape note edition of the proposed new hymn-

book ; referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtures ; to the same
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cuinniiTteo was referred an overture from the Presbytery of Central

Texas proposing that negotiations be had Avith the Century Publishing

Company of ^N'ew York for cooperation in the matter of a new hymn-
book

;
to the same committee was referred an overture from the Pres-

bytery of Louisville, asking that the new hymn-book project be aban-

doned
; to the same committee was referred an overture from the Pres-

bytery of Maryland, touching the use of the Century Company's

Laudes Domini instead of compiling a new hymn-book. From the

Presbj'tery of Bethel as to reports on Systematic Beneficence ; re-

ferred to the Standing Committee on Systematic Beneficence. From
the Presbytery of Memphis, touching report on the Home Department

of Sunday-school study ; referred to the Standing Committee on Pub-

lication. From the Presbytery of Dallas, as to blanks for reports from

Ladies' Aid and Ladies' Missionary Societies; referred to the Stand-

ing Committee on Publication. From the Presbytery of Eastern

Texas, asking whether the moderator of presbytery may call a pro re

nata meeting without the concurrence of two ministers and two elders

;

referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtures. From the Presby-

tery of Athens, proposing that the Assembly withdraw^ from the

American Sabbath Union ; referred to the Committee on Bills and

Overtures. From the Presbytery of Athens, against the recognition

of Christmas and Easter as holy days ; referred to the Committee on

Bills and Overtures. From the Synod of Missouri, asking interpreta-

tion of Paragraph 47 of the Book of Church Order, as to where the

authority lies for committing to deacons the temporal aft'airs of the

church; referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtures. From
the Presbytery of Tuskaloosa, relating to change in the statistical

table ; referred to the Standing Committee on Publication. From the

Presbytery of Ouachita, touching changing the time for taking the

Bible Cause collection ; referred to the Committee on the Bible Cause.

From the Presbytery of East Hanover, touching Covenanter societies

;

referred to the Committee on Sunday-schools and Young People's So-

cieties ; from the same presbytery, asking that the forms for the ad-

mission of members and the administration of baptism be printed in

the Appendix; referred to the Standing Committee on Publication.

From the Presbytery of Louisville, asking that amendments to the

Constitution be printed in full in the Minutes ; referred to the Com-

mittee on Bills and Overtures. From the Presbytery of Central Mis-
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sissippi, asking such change in the Book of Church Order as will

authorize a ruling elder to deliver the charge to a pastor at the installa-

tion of the latter; referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtures.

Erom the Presbytery of Central Texas, touching an amendment to the

Confession of Eaith in the matter of petitioning civil authorities; re-

ferred to the Committee on Bills and Overtures. From the Presby-

tery of Suwanee, proposing change of Constitution respecting commis-

sions ; referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtures. From the

Presbyteries of Bethel and ISTorth Alabama, touching the examination

of candidates in the English Bible ; referred to the Committee on Edu-

cation. From the Presbytery of North Alabama, proposing to amend
the Book of Church Order so as to require but one stated annual meet-

ing of presbytery ; referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtures.

From the Presbvtery of Suwanee, touchina; the dismission of members

from one church to another; referred to the Committee on Bills and

Overtures ; from the same presbytery, asking an amendment to the

rule regarding the resigning of a pastoral charge ; referred to the Com-
mittee on Bills and Overtures.

The Stated Clerk presented the answers of the presbyteries to the

overtures sent down Jby the last Assembly. They were referred to the

following special committee: John A. Scott, Franc. Mitchell, and

D. B. Penick.

The Presbyterial narratives were put into the hands of the Commit-

tee on the Narrative, and the Synodical Eecords into the hands of the

several committees on the records.

The Assembly proceeded to hear the Annual Reports of the Execu-

tive Committees. That of the Executive Committee of Foreign Mis-

sions was presented by Secretary Chester. Pending this business, the

hour arrived for receiving the Ministerial Union of Richmond and

suburbs. Dr. Kerr formally introduced the Union, Moderator Can-

non welcomed the brethren in hearty terms, to which the Rev. Dr. W.
G. Starr, President of the Union, eloquently responded, and the mem-
bers of the Union were invited to sit with the Assembly as visiting

brethren.

The Assembly had recess for five minutes, after which the following

additional commissioners were announced : Ruling Elder H. IST. Sher-
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bourne, from llio Presbytery of Louisiana, and the Rev. W. J. B.

Lloyd, from the Presbytery of Indian.

The untinished business was resumed, and the xlssembly heard the

Annual Report of the Executive Committee of Home Missions, pre-

sented by Secretary Craig, the Annual Report of the Executive Com-

mittee of Publication, presented by Secretary Ilazen, and the Annual

Report of the Executive Committee of Education for the Ministry,

presented by Secretary. Lumpkin. These reports were referred to

appropriate standing committees.

The following fraternal salutation from the Council of the Protes-

tant Episcopal Church, in the Diocese of Virginia, was received

:

Episcopal Council, St. Paul's Church,

Richmond, Va., May 18, 1899.

To the Stilted Cleric of the General Asseinblij of the Preshijterian Church:

My Dear Brother: At a meeting of the Council of the Protestant Episcopa-

lians in the Diocese of Virginia, held in St. Paul's Cliurcli, Riclinioud, Va., on the

ISth day of Alay, 1899, the following resolution was, on motion of the Rev. Profes-

sor Waliis, unanimously adopted:

Resolved, That the Secretary be requested to send tlie fraternal greetings of the

Council of the Diocese of Virginia to the CTcneral Assembly of the Southern Presby-

terian Church now in session in this city.

Teste: EVERARD MEADE, Seeretarij.

The Committee on Devotional Exercises announced appointments

for the coming Lord's day.

The xVssembly had recess until 8 :15 o'clock to-night.

8 :15 o'clock p. M.

The Assembly met and celebrated the Lord's Supper, which, after

a sermon by the Rev. Dr. McNeilly, was administered by the Rev. Drs.

Cannon and Green.

The Assembly adjournod until to-morrow morning at half after nine

o'clock.

Closed with the benediction bv the Rev. Dr. Green.
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TIIIED DAY.

3kLiY 20, 9 ::30 o'doch \. m.

The Assembly met and spent a half hour in devotional exercises

ccndncted by the Rev. S. H. Chester, D. D.

The minntes of yesterday's sessions were read and approved.

The Stated Clerk announced the following additional commission-

ers : W. B. Murphy, ruling elder, from the Presbytery of Wilmington

;

J. H. Grant, ruling elder, from the Presbytery of Eastern Texas, and

P. B. Price, minister, from the Presbytery of Montgomery.

The Committee on Eoreign Correspondence reported recommending

that the following fraternal messages be transmitted. The report was

adopted, and the messages are here recorded

:

"RiCHiiOND, Va., May 20, 1899.

"To the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of Amer-
ica, Minneapolis, Minn.:

"Accept sincere, cordial, and fraternal greetings from the General Assembly of

the Presbyterian Church in the United States. May God's richest benediction rest

upon you and your church. Acts xx. 32; Ephesians vi. 23, 24.

"JOHN F. CANNON, Moderator."

'•W. A. Alexander, Stated Clerk."

••KiciiMoxi), Va., May 20, 1899.

"To the General Assembly of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, Denver, Col.:

"The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States sends

a hearty godspeed, and prays that our blessed Saviour may crown all your labors

with .success. Phil. iv. 19. JOHN F. CANNON, Moderator."

"W. A. Alexais^der, Stated Clerk."

An invitation to visit the Virginia Home for Incurables was

acknowledged with thanks.

An overture from the Presbytery of Mecklenburg, respecting the

marriage of minors without parental consent, was referred to the Com-
mittee on Bills and Overtures.

An overture from the same presbytery, proposing that the Assembly

withdraw from the International Sunday-school Association, and

secure the preparation of Lessons for use in our Sunday-schools, was

referred to the Standing Committee on Publication.
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An overture from tlie Presbytery of Abingdon, respecting a new

hymn-book, was referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtnres.

An overture from the Presbytery of Lafayette, touching Sunday-

school papers, was referred to the Standing Committee on Publication.

An overture from the Presbytery of Western Texas, asking an

amendment to the Confession of Faith in the matter of petitioning

civil authority, was referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtures.

An overture from the Presbyter^' of Arkansas, proposing the raising

of $200,000 for Foreign Missions, was referred to the Standing Com-

mittee on Foreign Missions.

An overture from the Presbytery of Paris, touching members who

habitually absent themselves from the services of the sanctuary, was

referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtures.

An overture from the Presbytery of Albemarle, respecting the sub-

stitution of an alternate for the principal after the organization of the

court, was referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtures.

An overture from the Presbytery of Upper Missouri, touching the

Invalid Fund, was referred to the Standing Committee on Home Mis-

sions.

An overture from the Presbytery of Fayetteville, relating to a pas-

toral letter on worldly amusements, was referred to the Committee on

Bills and Overtures.

An overture from the Presbytery of Pee Dee, proposing a change in

Paragraph 121 of the Book of Church Order, was referred to the

Committee on Bills and Overtures.

An overture from the Rev. W. I. Sinnott, asking that no change be

made in the baptismal formula, was referred to the Committee on Bills

and Overtures.

An overture from Clifford P. Boles, touching blanks for Sessional

reports on Sunday-schools, was referred to the Standing Committee

on Sunday-schools.

Two overtures, one from the Presbytery of North Alabama, and the

other from the Presbytery of Bethel, on changes in the Constitution,
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relating to parts of trial of candidates for licensure, were transferred

from the Standing Committee on Education to the Committee on Bills

and Overtures.

Also an overture from the Presbytery of Bethel, touching fuller sta-

tistical reports, was transferred from the Committee on Systematic

Beneficence to the Committee on Bills and Overtures.

It was made the order of the dav for 12 o'clock m. on Monday to hear

short addresses from foreign missionaries.

It was made the order of the day for Tuesday at 8:15 p. m. to hold a

popular meeting in the interest of Home Missions.

It was made the first order of the day for Wednesday to hear the

report of the Standing Committee on Foreign Missions.

It was made the second order for AYednesday to hear the report of

the Standing Committee on Home ^lissions.

It was made the order of the day for Thursday at S :15 p. :m. to hear

the report of the Standing Committee on Colored Evangelization, and

to hold a popular meeting in the interest of that department of our

church work.

It was made the order of the day for Wednesday at 8:15 p. m. to

hold a popular meeting in the interest of Foreign ^lissions.

The Assembly heard the Aniuial Report of the Home and School at

Fredericksburg, and referred it to the Standing Committee on the

Home and School.

It was made the first order of the day for Tuesday to hear the report

of the Standing Committee on Education.

The Assembly heard the Annual Report of the Executive Committee

on Colored Evangelization, and referred it to the Standing Committee

on that subject.

An invitation to visit the portrait gallery of B. E. Lee Camp Xo. 1,

Confederate \'eterans, was acknowledged with thanks.

The Annual Report of the Board of Trustees of the General Assem-

bly was presented. It was referred to the Auditing Committee.

27
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The Annual Report of the Directors of the Cohimljia Theological

Seminarv, and that of the Directors of the Louisville Theological Sem-

inary were read and referred to the Standing Committee on Theolog-

ical Seminaries.

Reports on Systematic Beneficence were presented and referred to

the Committee on that matter.

An overture from the Presbytery of Lexington to change the Consti-

tution, relating to the trial of candidates for licensure, was referred to

the Committee on Bills and Overtures.

A report from the late Treasurer of the General Assembly, and the

Annual Jioport of the present Treasurer, wore read and referred to the

iVuditiug ( 'onnnittee.

It was made the (U-der of the day for ^Eonday at eleven o'clock to

choose the place of meeting of the next Assembly.

It was made the second order for Tuesday to hear the reports of the

Committees on Synodical Records.

The report of the ad interim Committee on Church and Christian

Education was read, and its consideration was made the first order of

the day for Monday.

Rev. E. II. Harding, D. D., and Rev. E. M. Green, D. D., appointed

by the last Assembly, the former to convey our salutations to the Re-

formed Episcopal Church, the latter to the General Synod of the Re-

formed Church in America, reported the duty discharged.

The following salutation by telegraph was received from the General

Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America :

'^MixxEAPOLis, Minx., Matj 20. 1899.

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in session at Minneapolis,

Minn., to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in session at Rich-

mond Va. : Grace, mercy and peace. See Ephesians iv. 4-0.

'•ROBERT F. SA^NIPLE, Moderator."

"\\m. H. Roberts, Stated Clerk."

The Assenddy adjourned until 9 :.'>() o'clock .Mou(hiy morning.

Closed with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Wood row.
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EOURTH DAY.

May 22, 9 :30 o'clock a. m.

The Assembly met and engaged in devotional exercises conducted by

the Rev. Dr. Mallard.

The minutes of Saturday's session were read and approved.

An overture from Rev. A. J. McKelway, touching demission of the

ministry by one whose views have ceased to accord with our doctrinal

system, was referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtures.

A communication from H. S. Ellis, of Philadelphia, enclosing a

circular from the Woman's Christian Temperance Union in regard to

the teaching of temperance in Sunday-schools, was laid on the table.

A communication from Rev. Allen II. Brown, asking the Assembly

to send delegates to the unveiling of a monument in New Jersey com-

memorative of the beginnings of Presbyterianism in this country, was

referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtures.

The credentials of Rev. E. W. Williams, delegate from the Synod

of the Colored Presbyterian Church in the United States and Canada,

were referred to the Committee on Foreign Correspondence.

The committee appointed by the last Assembly to confer with a

similar committee of the Associate Reformed Synod of the South, re-

specting organic union, made the following report, and the committee

was discharged

:

No. 26, North High Street,

Columbia, Tenn., May 15, 1899.

To the Venerable the General Assemhly of the Preshyterian Church in the United

States:

Fathers and Bretiikex : It will be seen from the enclosed extract of the min-

utes of the General Assembly of 1898, assembled in the city of New Orleans, that

the undersigned were appointed by that venerable body a committee "to confer with

the Associate lieformed Church, proposing organic union with that church, and

asking for the appointment," etc.

Your committee beg leave to report that, in accoidance with the direction of

the Assembly, they appointed one of the committee, viz., Rev. Alexander Sprunt, to

visit the Associate Synod, in session at Chester, S. C, October last, and bearing

the greetings of our Assembly, to make known the desire of our church, and request

the appointment of a committee of conference on the subject.

Dr. Sprunt visited the Synod, and ably presented the matter to said body. In
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response the "Associate Reformed Presbyterian Synod of tlic South" passed the

following resolutions, respectfully declining to appoint the coniniittee asked for by

our Assembly; the resolutions are as follows:

In reference to the proposed organic union between the Associate Reformed

I'l'esbyterian Church and the Presbyterian Church of the United States, commonly
known as the Southern Presbyterian Church, which cause was presented by Dr.

Alexander Sprunt, of Rock Hill, S. C, the representative of that church, it was
"He-solved , 1. That this Synod desires to express in the warmest terms its

esteem and affection for this noble church of Christ, because of its fidelity to the

truth of God, because, also, of the great work it is doing for the Master, and, fur-

ther, because 'we have so many things in common.'

"Resolved, 2. That we regard union with this honored body most desirable, pro-

vided our historic testimony in favor of an exclusive use of an inspired psalmody

for the united church might be maintained.

"Resolved, 3. Inasmuch, however, as such testimony is, in our judgment, a

barrier to or-^anic union, we regard it unwise to prosecute negotiations to that end."

Your committee, having discharged the duty assigned to them, respectfully ask

to be discharged.

F. B. WEBB, Chairman.

An overture from Rev. D. A. Planck and others, asking review of

the action of the Synod of Ahibama in dividing- presbvteries without

tlie consent of said presbyteries, was referred to the Committee on

the Records of the Synod of Alabama.

Tlie Annual Report of the Directors of the Theological Department

of the Southwestern Presbyterian University, was read and referred to

the Standing Committee on Theological Seminaries.

A paper purporting to be an appeal against an action of the Synod

of Kentucky, was not received because presented later than the second

day of the sessions of the Assembly.

The ilrst order of the day, the consideration of the report on Church

and Christian Education, was deferred, and the order for eleven o'clock

was taken up, and the Assembly proceeded to the selection of a place

for the meeting of the next Assembly. The Assembly made choice of

Atlanta, Ga., in the Central Church.

The report of the ad interim Committee on Church and Christian

Education was then taken up. Pending this business, the Assembly

had recess for five minutes.

After recess, the xlssembly met and received the following response

to its greetings to the Cumberland Presbvterian Assemblv:
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"Denver, Col., May -ll, 1899.

"To the (Iciieral A.sseitihly of tlic I'reshytcrian Cliureh in the United States, Rich-

mond, Va. :

''General Assembly of the Cumberland Presbyterian Cliurch gratefully acknowl-

edges receipt of your salutations, and heartily reciprocates the same, with the

prayer that yon may ait together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.

"J. M. HALLSELL, Moderator."
"J. M. HuBBERT, Stated Clerk."

The Assembly proceeded to the order of the day, the hearing of ad-

dresses by foreign missionaries, the Kev. Dr. Woodrow in the chair at

tlie request of the Moderator.

The Assembly was addressed by the Revs. S. P. Verner, of Africa

;

W. C. Buchanan, of Japan ; Mark B. Grier, of China ; George E.

Plenderlite, of Brazil, and P. F. Price, of China.

An overture from the Synod of Georgia, touching an amendment

of the Constitution respecting trials for licensure and ordination was

read and referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtur&s.

The Assembly had recess until 8 :15 o'clock p. m.

8:15 o'clock p. M.

The Assembly met and heard the Annual Report of the Permanent

Committee on the Sabbath. It was referred to the Standing Commit-

tee on the Sabbath.

The Rev. Dr. R. P. Kerr, in behalf of the Western Section of the

Alliance of Reformed Churches Throughout the World Holding the

Presbyterian System, bore the salutations of that body to the As-

sembl}".

The consideration of the report of the ad interim Committee on

Church and Christian Education was resumed.

The Rev. Dr. Summey presented the following resolution which

was adopted

:

"Whereas, Ruling Elder J. R. Mitchell, a member of this Assembly, has just

heard by telegram of the death of a beloved daughter, and has been called home by

this sad bereavement, therefore,

'"Resolved, That this Assembly tenders its profound sympathy to our brother in

Ills sorrow, and that in the closing prayer to-night this Assembly do remember him
and liis family at the throne of grace."

The Assembly adjourned until 9 :30 o'clock to-morrow morning.

Closed with prayer by the Rev. R. L. Campbell.
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FIFTH DAY.

May 23, 9 :30 o'clocl- a. m.

The .Vssemblj met and engaged in devotional exercises condncted

bj the Rev. C. Gr. Christian.

The minutes of yesterday's sessions were read and approved.

The C'Ommittee on Bills and Overtures reported as follows

:

1. A reeommendiition that the communication, asking delegates to be sent to

the unveiling of a monument in New Jersey, be transferred to the Committee on

Foreign Correspondence. Adopted.

2. Recommending that the overture from the Presbytery of Louisville, asking

that the effort to prepare a new hymn-book be abandoned, be answeied in the

ne.;ative. This recommendation was put on the docket.

3. Recommending that the overtures from the Presbyteries of Abingdon, Cen-

tral Texas, and Maryland, proposing negotiations with the Century Company in

regard to a new hymn-book, be referred to the committee to prepare such book.

Adopted.

4. Recommending that the overture from tlie Presbytery of North Alabama,

asking that a "shape"' note edition of the new hymn-book be issued, be referred' to

the committee to prepare such book. Adopted.

5. Recommending the granting of the overture of the Presbytery of Louisville,

asking that the verbiage of amendments adopted, be inserted in the minutes of the

Assembly. Adopted.

6. Recommending that the overture from the Presbytery of North Alabama, ask-

ing that the Constitution be so amended as to authorize but one stated annual

meeting of the presbytery, be answered in the negative. Adopted.

7. Recommending that the overture from the Presbytery of Eastern Texas,

asking whether the moderator of a presbytery may call a meeting without the con-

currence of two ministers and two luling elders, be answered in the affirmative.

This item went to the docket.

8. Recommending that the Assembly decline to entertain the overture fiom the

Presbytery of Suwanee, asking that Paragraph 278 of the Book of Church Order be

amended by adding the words, "The session dismissing shall notify the session of

the church to which dismissed, of such dismission. When such member is received,

session receiving shall notify session dismissing of such reception." This answer

was adopted.

9. Recommending that a negative answer be given to the overture from the

Presbytery of Paris, asking whether a church session "may place in a separate list,

and not report to presbytery as active members, the names of resident members
who habitually absent themselves from the services and ordinances of the church

for years." The answer was adopted.

10. Recommending that in reply to an overture from the Synod of Missouri, the

Assembly declare that the authority for committing to the deacons the temporal

affairs of the church lies with tlic session. This item was put upon the docket.
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11. Recommending tliat the Assembly decline the request from the Woman's
Christian Temperance Union that an annual temperance Sabbath be observed, this

declinature being because the same request was answered by the last Assembly.

This recommendation was adopted.

12. Recomraending that the overture from the Presbytery of Athens azainst the

observance of Christmas and Easter as holy days, be answered affirmatively. This

answer went to the docket.

13. Recommending that, in answer to an overture from the Presbytery of Albe-

marle, the Assembly declare that an alternate may be substituted for a principal.

This answer was docketed.

14. Recommending that, in answer to the overture from the Presbytery of Bethel,

the Assembly say that the figures in tire reports on Systematic Beneficence should

include the amounts given in the statistical tables. This item was docketed.

1.5. In answer to an overture from the Presbytery of Fayetteville. asking the

appointment of an ad interim committee to prepare a pastoral letter against world-

liness, the appointment of such a committee for said purpose is not recommended.

This answer was put upon the docket.

16. In answer to overtures from the Presbyteries of Western Texas and Central

Texas, the former asking that the Confession of Faith (Chapter xxxi., Section 4)

be amended by striking out the Avords "by way of humble petition in cases extraor-

dinary," and inserting in their stead "by way of solemn protest when their rightful

prerogatives are invaded" ; and the latter asking that from said Section 4 of Chap-

ter xxxi., all after the word '"commonwealth" be omitted—the Assembly is recom-

mended to say that what is asked for is inexpedient. Adopted.

17. In answer to overtures from the Synod of Georgia and the Presbyteries of

Xortli Alabama, Lexington arid Bethel, asking change in the Constitution so as to

require of candidates for licensure and ordination examination as to their knowl-

edge of the English Bible, the Assembly is recommended to decline to submit to

the presbyteries the suggested amendment. This answer was put upon the docket.

The Coniinittee on Systematic Beneficence made the following

report, which Avas adopted.

Your Committee on Systematic Beneficence beg leave to submit the following

report

:

There have come into our hands reports from seventy-three presbyteries, two

more than last year, leaving four presbyteries from which we have had no report—

•

Ethel. Indian, Central Alabama, and Western District.

In the main, these reports are quite full and satisfactory: some are incomplete,

in that they do not give the number of wholly non-contributing churches, as fol-

lows: Ebenezer, South Carolina, Xashville, Pine Bluff, Tombeckbee, Muhlenburg,

Maryland, Brazos, Fayetteville. Chesapeake, St. Louis, Wilmington. Bethel. Some
do not bear the names of the presbyteries on their face, as follows: Maryland,

Suwanee, and Ouachita. The report from Arkansas has no name on it at all. the

committee being able to identify it from the name of the Stated Clerk. The reports

from Chesapeake and St. Louis were not sent up on the regular blanks provided

for the purpose. For these reasons our tabulated report does not represent with

perfect accuracy the facts as to church contributions.
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A little more than $2,000 less for Foreign Missions is reported this year than

last, and 105 fewer contributing churches. With this exception the amounts given

to the benevolent causes are greater than last year, altliough the number of con-

tributing churches is less, except in the contributions to General Assembly Home
Missions, Invalid Fund, and Education.

The largest increase is seen in the contributions to the Bible Society, there being

an increase in amount of $3,021.97, and of contributing churches 23.

Our tabulated report shows 2,755 churches reported as to contributions, 01 fewer

giving to all the objects than gave last year, and 27 fewer are reported as giving to

none of these causes.

We recommend tliat the General Assembly enjoin upon all the stated clerks of

presbyteries

—

1. To see to it that the reports from their presbj'teries are sent up promptly.

2. To use the blanks provided for the purpose by the Publication Committee in

making out their reports.

3. To be careful to make these reports complete by filling out all the blanks.

The following is the tabulated statement of contril)utions to the benevolent

causes of the church made out from the reports in our hands:

1536 churches gaA'e to Foreign Missions $103,313 33

1581 •• " Assembly Home Missions 29.918 51

1689 •' " Local Home Missions 108,918 49

969 " " Colored Evangelistic Fund 11,771 10

1341
" " Invalid Fund, 13,538 47

1432 " " Education. 50,985 32

1190 ' " Publication 12,251 91

571
"'

' Bible Soeietv 4,400 28

Total $335,157 41

Tlu- churches have contributed to tlie benevolent causes in tlic following order:

442 churches gave to 8 causes. 181 churches gave to 3 causes.

447 " " 7 " 184 " " 2

315 " " " 238 " ' 1

226 " •' 5 " 521 " " "

211 •' ••' 4 "

Itespectfully suinnitlcd for tlie committee,

O. W. GAUSS, Chairniun.

The Standiiii;' Coinmittee on Ediieatiou made a report, Avliicli was

amended, adopted seriatim and as a whole, and is as follows:

The Standing Committee on Education respectfully submits the following re-

port :

The committee has had placed in its hands the minutes of the Executive Com-

mittee on Education, the monthly reports of the Secretary of Education, the

Treasurer's report with Auditing Conunittee's certificates, and the printed report

of the Executive Conunittee. These documents have been carefully examined. The

Secretary tias also been conferred with for information touching various interests

involved. From these papers the Standing Committee finds that during the year
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just closed the sum of .$10,883.79 was contriI)uted through the Assembly's Executive

Agency to the cause of ^linisterial Education, and the smn of $16,8.52.47 disbursed,

leaving- a cash balance on hand of $31.32. Two hundred and nine candidates have

been aided, most of them in the sum of $70 to .$7.5 each. The administration of the

work has cost $2,035.15. The Anditing Committee's certificates indicate that the

Secretary's and Treasiu'er"s books and accounts have been duly examined and found

correct.

The Standing Committee makes the following recommendations:

1. That the minutes of the Executive Committee be approved, its diligence and
faithfulness and the Secretary's activity and businesslike methods be commended,
and that the Assembly's thanks be expressed to the Union and Planters and the

Memphis National Banks for the facilities which they have afforded for the Execu-

tive Committee's business, and to the Treasurer for his services on the merely

nominal salary paid him.

2. That the Executive Conmiittee be directed hereafter to close its books

promptly not later than ilay 5th, and that contributions receiA^ed after that time be

not used in papiients to beneficiaries of amounts promised for the year then

closing.

3. That the Executive Committee be directed to continue the same appropria-

tions to candidates as last year, namely, $75 per scholastic year, the appropriation

being in the nature of a promise dependent upon the contributions of the churches,

and not in the nature of a debt ; and that no appropriations be made to candidates

who are in preparatory schools, nor to any who are not in institutions approved by
their respective presbyteries; and that the beneficiaries be required to report to the

committee anj^ financial aid received or provided for from other sources at the

time so received or provided for.

4. That the sum of not less than $30,000 being essential to the efficient conduct

of the cause of ministerial education, the Assembly urge it upon the presbyteries to

make most earnest efforts to secure at least this amount during the year now
entered upon, and authorize the Executive Committee to designate the proportion

of this amount which each presbytery should secure as its proper share in the

bearing of this responsibility; that all the presbyteries be urged to cooperate, if

possible, with the Assembly's work; and that the cause be commended to the

favorable consideration of the benevolent in making bequests to the church.

5. That, in order to the bringing of the Executive Committee into closer rela-

tions with the work as it is cared for in any of its phases by the presbyteries, the

presbyteries be directed to send to the Executive Committee, through their cliair-

nien of Education, abstracts or copies of all matters pertaining to the work of

Ministerial Education, such as reception of candidates, their progress, scholastic

standing, and all other such information as shall help the committee in its effort

to make a judicious use of the funds of the church; and especially that the pres-

byteries direct full and explicit answers to be given to all inquiries which the

Executive Committee may reasonably make in the prosecution of its work; and
that the presbyteries be again urged to adopt and follow the plan elaborated by the

General Assembly of 1895, and made the Assembly's Manual of Education in the

reception and aiding of candidates.

6. That the following forms of application for aid be used by candidates and

by presbyteries in behalf of candidates.



410 MIIS^UTES OF THE [A. D.

Form of Application for Aid to be Used by Candidates.

18 . .

Being a candidate for the ministry under the care of tlie Presbytery of

and being unable to defray the expenses of my education, 1 hereby request the

presbytery to aid me this year to the amount of $ . . . while pursuing my
. studies at . . . in the . . . year of my course.

In maiiing this application 1 hereby certify

—

1. That I expect to receive from other sources tliis year $ . . . . and tliat I

will absolutely need the above aid to meet the necessary expenses.

2. That I will use said aid, if granted, witli due economy, and for the sole pur-

pose of the necessary expenses of my education.

3. That should this aid, for any reason, become unnecessary. I will pi-omptly

notify the presbytery, and the appropriation may be reduced or withdrawn.

i^igned,

Under care of Presbytery.

FoRiM OF Application for Aid in Behalf of Candidates.

18 . .

The Presbytery of ... hcieby applies to the Executive Committee of Edu-

cation for the Ministry for aid to the amount of $ . . . in behalf of ... .

pursuing his . . . studies at . . . in the . . . year of his . . .

course.

In so doing we hereby certify

—

1. That this application is made in accordance with the Assembly's recommen-

dation, as found on pa.e 424 of the Minutes of 1895, as to the reception of can-

didates.

2. That in addition to his written application we have made careful inquiry as

to his other souices of hclji, and find he will need the above sum to meet his neces-

sary expenses.

3. That should he receive aid from other sources, rendering the full appropria-

tion, or anj' part of it, unnecessary, we will notify the conunittec, and the appro-

priation may be reduced or withdrawn.

4. That this presbytery is in full cooperation with the committee, and sends all

of the regular collections for this cause to its treasury. Or

—

4. That this presbytery is in partial cooperation with the conunittec, and sends

. . . per cent, of its collections to its treasury.

5. That this presbytery will make diligent etfoi'ts to secui-c collections as ap-

jiointcd by the Assembly from all its churches for this cause.

Signed ('Ixii nntni.

7. That the following be appointed the Assembly's Executive Committee of Edu-

cation for the Ministrj^ for the next ecclesiastical .year, namely, Joseph H. Lum'p-

kin, Secretary; G. W. Macrae, Treasurer; W. McF. Alexander. Neander M. Woods,

Sterling J. Foster. William II. Ncel, Thomas Wellford. .1. S. ]:)evant. S. P. Bead,

C. II. Albright, and John Johnston.

Respeci fully submitted, CEORGE SUMMEY,
Chdirinaii Committee of Education.

The Committoe on Foreign Correspondence made a partial report

recommending that Rev. E. W. Williams, delegate i'l'oin the "^Synod
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of the Colored Presbvterian Cliureli in the United States and Canada,''

be received by the Assembly, admitted to a seat as a corresponding

member, and be heard in connection with the popular meeting on

Colored Evangelization appointed for Thursday night. The report

was adopted.

The untinished Inisiness, the consideration of the report on Church

and Christian Education, was resumed. Pending this business, the

Assembly had recess until l:-">0 o'clock this afternoon.

-1::.30 o'clocl- p. M.

The Assembly met and resumed the unfinished business, and after

protracted discussion adopted the ad interim committee's report on

Church and Christian Education, which report is as follows

:

To the Recerend the General Asscinhit/ of the Presbyterian Church in the United

States:

Your committee, appointed last year to consider the several overtures sent up

from presM-teries on the subject of Church and Christian Education, after giving

the subject careful thought and seeking the counsel of many of the leading men of

the church, recommend-the adoption of the following paper:

While expressing its appreciation of the great work done for the cause of edu-

cation by the schools, colleges, and universities supported and controlled by civil

authorities, by philanthropists, and by other religious denominations, and urging

our people to do all that is expedient to throw about these institutions a wholesome

Christian influence, the General Assembly does not consider it safe for any church

to turn over to any other parties, either religious or civil, the entire education of

her sons and daughters. The history and ti'aditions of the Presb,\-terian Chuich in

this and other countries amply prove that denominational fidelity in this and other

matters has not only secured the best results for our church, but has accomplished

great good by its influence on all others.

The General Assembly hails with delight the unmistakable signs of a re-awak-

ening, not in our church only, but in all the evangelical churches, to the great im-

portance of Christian education.

We also record with satisfaction the increasing prosperity, success, and useful-

ness of our higher institutions of learning, male and female, under direct church

control and denominational influence. We also hail the increasing number of high

schools, academies, grammar schools, and mission schools, which have more or less

of direct church control. Therefore, in view of the great importance and promise

of earnest effort for church and Christian education, we do recommend that all our

synods, presbyteries, and church sessions undertake whatever may be practicable in

furtherance of this cause, and we believe that very much may be done along denomi-

national lines without antagonizing an>' good work done by others.

For the assistance and guidance of all who may find it practicable from time to

time to found and support scliools under church control, and in order to secure

uniformity of effort and example, we do set forth the following constitution:



412 MIXTJTES OF THE [A. D.

Constitution for Presbyteriax Ciiuucii Schools.

(1). A school founded by a congregation, or by two more contiguous congre-

gations, shall be called a Westminster School.

(2). The sole government of the school shall be in the hands of a board of

trustees, not less than three nor more than six, who shall be appointed by the ses-

sion or sessions of the churches founding the school for terms of one, two and three

yeais, and the session or sessions shall fill vacancies as they occur, electing for

three-year terms. A majority of the board shall constitute a quorum. The trustees

in all cases must be male communicants in the Presbyterian Cliurch.

(3), The school shall be limited in its scope and design to primary' and pre-

paratory education for males or females or both.

(4), The Bible shall be used as a text-book throughout the school in such

measure and proportion as the board may determine, so as to make the school dis-

tinctively a Christian school, and the standards of the church, especially the

Shorter Catechism, also, as far as it may be found practicable. The school shall be

opened each day with suitable devotional exercises. It is very desirable that the

pupils be trained in vocal sacred music.

(5), The board of trustees shall elect a president, secretary, and treasurer from,

their own number annually, and shall employ such teacliers and other agencies as

may be necessary.

(6), The board shall have power to raise and disburse moneys, and to hold

property in trust for the furtherance of the objects of the school, and when neces-

sary may secure articles of incorporation.

(7), The Board shall adopt their own by-laws subject to tlie limitations of this

constitution, which constitution shall be of tlie nature of fundamental law to the

board in the execution of their trust.

(8), In case it shall ever prove desirable to secure a charter of incorporation, the

provisions of this constitution shall be incorporated into the charter, or else adopted

as a fixed part of the by-laws.

(9), In founding, developing, and administering the school the board shall be

careful not to incur debt.

(10), This constitution iiuitatis luutandis is recommended to the presbyteries

and synods for the founding of educational institutions of any grade.

In furtlierance of this cause of Church and Christian Education, your com-

mittee would recommend the Assembly to approve and adopt the following plan of

organization for systematic effort throughout the church, which plan substantially

has been in operation for some years in the four Synods of North Carolina, South

Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, and has been productive of excellent results in

many places, to-wit.

:

(1), That the General Assembly appoint a committee on church and Christian

education, and urge the synods and presbyteries throughout the church to appoint

similar committees, the duty of all which committees shall be to gather and dissem-

inate information and excite interest in church and Christian education as best

they may, and make annual reports to their respective bodies on this subject.

These committees ought to be organized as permanent committees similar to those

which have charge of other departments of Christian work.

(2), The chairman of the Assembly's committee shall be the organ of communi-

cation with the cliairman of the several synodical and presbyterial committees.
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(3), Tlie Assembly urges upon the ministers under its cliarge to preach and
instruct the people on the duty and necessitj^ of providing, as far as possible, for

the education of our sons and daughters, giving special emphasis to the cause of

female education.

(4), That synods, presbyteries, sessions, officers, and private members of the

church be exhorted and encouraged to provide, in every possible way, for schools

both primary and preparatory, in which the Bible shall be a text-book.

( 5 ) , That the presbyteries are urged to jDrepare and circulate pastoral letters

on this subject to all our people.

All of which is respectfully submitted, ROBERT P. KERR, Chairman,

J. B. SHEARER,
A. E. SPENCER,
JOHN E. WHARTON,
R. B. FULTON.

Tlie Her. T. D. \\"itherspQon, D. ]5., wlio was cordially in favor of the scliome,

died before the conunittee met. He recognized his appointment on our committee,

and wrote a valuable letter, giving his views in detail as to the plan of organization.

R. P. KERR.

The Assembly had reoess until 8:15 o'clock p. m.

8:15 o'doch p. m.

The Assembly met and proceeded to the order of the day, a popular

meetino- in the interest of Home Missions. The Rev. Dr. W. ]^. Scott

presided at the reqnest of the Moderator, and the Assembly was ad-

dressed by the Revs. J. L. I). Houston, of Arkansas ; R. M. Hall, and

J. V. McCall, of Texas (the former on the work among the Mexicans in

that State) ; W. S. Milne, of Florida ; W. L. B. Lloyd, of Indian Ter-

ritory, and Joseph Rennie, of Kentncky.

A collection, amonntinc; to $202.50 in cash and pleda-es, was taken

for Home AEissions.

The Assembly adjonrned nntil half after nine o'clock to-morrow

morning'.

Closed with the benediction bv Dr. Scott.

SIXTH DAY

:\LvY 24, 9 :30 o'doch a. m.

The Assendjly met and was led in devotional exercises by the Rev.

J. A. Dickson, D. D.

The minntes of yesterday's sessions were read and approved.
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The Rev. E. W. Williams, delegate from the Synod of the Colored

Presbyterian Churt-h in the United States and Canada, was intro-

dneed to the Assend^ly, and welcomed to a seat as a corresponding

member.

The following commnnication from ruling elders, members of this

Assemblj', was read, and the request to print in the Ajopendix was

granted

:

"Wlicrcas, The ruling elders in tlie General Assembly of the Presbyterian

Cliurc'h in the United States of America, in session at Minneapolis, Minn., and

ruling elders in this General Assembly have exchanged. Christian salutations and
greetings, therefore, be it

"Uesolved, That a copy of said greetings be furnished to the Assembly with the

request that the same be incorporated in tlie Appendix to the minutes of this body."

The Standing Committee on Foreign Missions presented a report

which, after amendment by substituting the name of the Rev. Dr. Cecil

in place of that of the Rev. Dr. McXeilly as a delegate to the Ecumen-

ical Council of Foreign Missions, and the addition of Dr. Cecil to the

Executive Connnittee of Foreign ^lissions, was adopted, and is as fol-

lows :

Your committee on Foreign Missions beg leave to submit the following report

:

The General Assembly is again called upon to record our devout thanks to God
for the manifest tokens of his favor which have rested upon the work of Foreign

Missions during the past year. God has enabled our Executive Committee, not-

withstanding some decrease in the funds at their disposal, to successfully prosecute

the business entrusted to them by the church, and their report reveals the grati-

fying intelligence that all of our missions in various parts of the earth are in a

prosperous condition. The faithful services rendered by the Executive Committee

and our efficient Secretary to this cause of the church have merited the gratitude

of all our people. We congratulate the church upon the ability and consecrated

zeal of her devoted servants. In the name of the Assembly we also cordially wel-

come those missionaries which are among us, and rejoice in the cheering tidings

which they bring us from the field. Through them we would extend cordial greet-

ings to all of our beloved missionaries, assuring them of our unfailing sympathy

with them in their self-denying labors, and praying that the blessing of Almighty

God may abundantly rest upon them.

Your committee has caiefully examined the Annual Report of tlie Executive

Committee, and other papers lianded to us by the Assembly, and would respectfully

submit the followin"' recommendations:

1. In regard to the overture from Tuskaloosa Presbytery, asking tlie Assembly

to define the relation of churches and presbyteries organized in the foreign field to

presbyteries and synods at home, and begging that the missionaries of the African

field be allowed to organize churches and presbyteries in Africa, the missionaries

to become members of such presbyteries, we recommend that the Presbytery of Tus-

kaloosa be referred to Paragraphs l."]-l.") of tlic ^lanual of the Executive Committee
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of Foreign Missions, adopted by the Assembly of 1895, in which the ecclesiastical

status and relations of our foreign missionaries and their powers are carefully and

fully defined.

i. The net receipts for the year were $144,990.10. We regret to record the fact

that this is .$1,053.31 less than the net receipts of the previous year. The year, how-

ever, closed April 1, 1899, Avithout debt, and with a balance of $54.19 in the

treasury. Touching this matter, and in reference to overtures from the Presby-

teries of Enoree and Arkansas, asking the General Assembly to take proper steps to

signalize the opening of the twentieth century by a special effort to raise not less

than $200,000 for the cause of Foreign Missions in the year ending March 31, 1900,

we recommend that these overtures be answered in the affirmative, and that our

people be urged to make the minimum of their contributions this year one dollar

each. By making this efTort we shall simply be falling into line with other

branches of the church of Christ in the great forward movement in the evangel-

ization of the world, by which it is proposed to celebrate the dawn of the twentieth

century. The amount of money it is thus proposed to raise is sadly needed in the

maintenance and enlargement of our various missionary enterprises, and shall our

beloAcd church hesitate to take her rightful place among her sister churches in

the front ranks of that mighty host of loyal subjects of the King who claims her

service? We make this recommendation in the confident hope that it will meet with

the approval of the Assembly, and under the profound couA'iction that it will appeal

to the hearts of ovir people, and stimulate them to a loyal and generous response.

3. In regard to the communication from the Ecumenical Conference on Foreign

Missions representing the Protestant missionary societies and missions of the

world, acquainting us with the fact that our church is entitled to thirty delegates

to the conference to be held in New York city April 21 to May 1, 1900, we recom-

mend to the Assembly that our church cooperate in this conference by sending dele-

gates, and commending to our people the reports of the conference to be issued in

two volumes, which can be secured by any church contributing the sum of five

dollars to the General Fund for the support of the conference. We further recom-

mend that our Secretary of Foreign Missions be appointed as one of our delegates

to the conference, that the expenses of his attendance thereupon be defrayed froin

the treasury of the General Assembly, and that the following persons be appointed

delegates, with the understanding that the Assembly does not assume the expense

incurred by their attendance

:

MiXISTEUS.

Alternates.

Rev.

Delegates.

S. H. Chester,

W. W. Moore,

C. R. Hemphill.

R. C. Reed,

Geokge Summey.
T. R. Sampsox,

J. I. Vance,

J. F. Cannox, .

T. H. Rice,

P. H. HOGE,

D. C. Rankin, .

R. F. Campbell,

Rev. G. B. Strickler.
••

F. R. Beattie.
" D. J. BRIMlt.
"

j. e. fogartie.
" William jST. Scott.
•'

J. W. Bachman.
"

S. M. Neel.
"

J. R. HOWERTON.
" L. B. TurnBULL.
" N. L. Anderson.
" A. J. McKelway.
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Delkoatks.

Eev. R. p. Keuu,
'• W. H. Marquess, ....
"

T. Caby Johnsto]v, ....
" Russell Cecil, ....
"

E. W. Smith,
" Samuel Semple, ....

Ruling Elders.

W. H. Raymond,
Judge J. W. Lapsley, ....
Judge George L. Christian, .

Ma.ior Joseph IIardie, ....

Alternates.

Rev. Jere Witherspoon.
" D. C. Lilly.

" J. H. Lacy.
" W. R. DOBYNS.
" A. B. Curry.
'• R. A. Lapsley.

G. I{. Baskette.

M. A. Candler.

J. M. Rogers.

W. K. James.

4. We recommend that the Assembly ajjprove the action of the Executive Com-

mittee in inaugurating a mission in Cuba, and instruct the committee to prosecute

the work begun there, as the way may be clear, with all possible vigor; that the

interest of our young people in the evangelization of that island be heartily com-

mended, and that they be urged to continue their efforts in the same direction.

5. All of our people have hoard, with profound gratitude to God, of the remark-

able preservation of the lives of our missionaries in the city of Hangchow at the

time of the accidental explosion of a great powder magazine on the night of De-

cember IG, 1898, which wrecked our mission property. Our missionaries received

many personal kindnesses from the missionaries of other churches in Hangchow,

who invited the unfortunate sufferers into their houses, and provided for their

necessities; the governor of Hangchow also made a personal donation of $3,000

(Mexican), equal to about $1,500 in United States currency,, towards the repair

of our buildings. We recommend that the thanks of the Assembly be tendered to

the friendly missionaries of other churches for their kindness, and to the governor

of Hangchow for his generous gift in those days of sore trial and loss.

G. The Executive Committee report that, in obedience to the instructions of the

Assembly of 1898, negotiations are now in progress for the building and sending out

of the Congo boat for the use of our missionaries in Africa. We recommend that

the Assembly instruct the Executive Committee to prosecute this enterprise as

rapidly as may be consistent with prudence, using 'the best effort to secure the con-

struction of a steamer adapted to the needs of our work on the Congo, and should

it be found expedient to consume the entire sum now held in the treasury for this

purpose in the buildin'.j' of a suitable boat, that a special call be made upon the chil-

dren of the church for the money necessary to pay the cost of its transportation

to Africa.

7. We regret to learn from the Annual Report that none of our missionary pub-

lications are paying expenses, notwithstanding the marked ability with which they

are edited by Rev. D. C. Rankin. The number of subscribers both to The Missionary

and 'J'he Children's Missionary has decreased during the past year, and the two,

together with the Prayer Calendar, have been published at a pecuniary loss to the

church. We recommend, however, the continuation of all these valuable publica-

tions, such enlargement and improvement of Titc Missionary as may be deemed ad-

visable by the Executive Committee, with an increase in the subscription price of

of the same, should the committee judge it necessary for the best interests of the

cause. We further recommend tliat pastors and sessions be urged to explain fully
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the conditions under which these publications are issued, and to adopt some prac-

tical method by which to secure a wider circulation of them among our people.

8. We observe with regret that, while only four new missionaries have been sent

out during the past year, our losses from those already in the field have been the

same. Among the latter was Mrs. Charles R. Morton, of the Southern Brazil Mis-

sion, who died at Fredericksburg, Va., October 22, 1898, and entered into the rest

that remaineth for tlie people of God. The number of our missionaries in the field,

therefore, remains 155, the same as last year. Thus we are barely holding our own
in the face of the imperative demands of the work. All of our missions are in need

of reinforcements, and unless we send out more laborers to the assistance of those

in the field, our work will necessarily suffer. In view of the facts bearing upon this

point recited in the Annual Report, we recommend that the Executive Committee

be instructed to send out new missionaries to strengthen the forces in our most

needy fields as speedily as the state of tlie treasury will justify such action.

9. We recommend that the following persons be elected members of the Executive

Committee for the ensuing year, viz.: J. H. McNeilly, S. H. Chester, Angus Mc-

Donald, James I. Vance, J. W. Bachman, J. H. Lacy, F. B. Webb, G. W. Patterson,

C. R. Hemphill, Russell Cecil, R. J. Gordon, W. H. Raymond, G. H. Baskette, J. D.

Blanton. and W^. Gales Adams; and that the Rev. S. H. Chester, D. D., be elected as

the Assembly's Secretary of Foreign Missions.

Respectfully submitted, RUSSELL CECIL.

The Standing Committee on Home Missions made a report, whicli

was adopted;, and is- as follows

:

Your committee has had placed in its hands for consideration the Annual Re-

jjort. the ]Minutes, and the Treasurer's Book of the Executive Committee of Home
Missions, and also four overtures to the Assembly—three bearing upon the interests

of the Invalid Fund, and one upon the question of issuing a home missionary

monthly.

We beg leave, after careful consideration, to submit for your action the follow-

ing report

:

1. We find that tlie minutes of the Central Committee have been well and care-

fully kept, and that the Treasurer's books have been duly audited, and recommend
the approval of the same.

2. We cordially commend the wise management and faithful services of the Ex-

ecutive Committee in Atlanta.

3. We note, with sorrow, the loss, by death during the last year, of two honored

and useful members of the Executive Committee—Rev. E. H. Barnett, D. D., and
Ruling Elder David A. Beatie—both of whom have for many years rendered faithful

service to the church on this committee.

4. We would suggest no change in the Assembly's present plan in conducting its

Home Missions, but would heartily commend that now in use as being more and
more wortliy of the support and confidence of the church, as a wise and approved

plan.

I. Home Missions.—We suggest the following for adoption by the Assembly:

The General Assembly renews its earnest request that the churches, including

their Sabbath-schools and societies, shall raise the sum of $40,000 in the September
and January collections for Assembly Home Missions; and since the Assembly has

28
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asked all Sabbath-schools to make contribution on the fouv "tiftli Sabbaths"' of the

year for the support of Christian schools in the Indian Territory, and has also ap-

pointed the last Sabbath in September as "Children's Day" for Assembly Home
Missions, we recommend

—

1. That the Assembly urge all pastors and sessions in cooperation with Sabbath-

school superintendents and teachers, to lay these interests fully before their Sab-

bath-schools on some Sabbath previous to the day named for the collection, and

that an earnest eflfort be made to raise the sura of $5,000 in the Sabbath-schools for

this cause.

2. We recommend that all pastors, with the endorsement of their sessions, be

urged to make a full presentation of this great work to their congregations on the

Sabbaths previous (if practicable) to those in which this collection is taken up in

September and Janviary; and that pastors, in all churches not using the envelope

system, be urged to secure from tlie Assembly's officer a supply of envelopes and

leaflets, such as the Central Committee is accustomed to furnish free of cost, and

to distribute the same in their congregations in advance of the time for taking t"lie

collection.

3. As an aid to efficiency in this, the Assembly advises and requests that each

session appoint an elder or deacon, or some other suitable person, who shall see

after the distribution of these envelopes and leaflets; and that the name and ad-

dress of such officer appointed be furnished to the Assembly's Secretary.

4. In making its appeals to the churches the Central Committee is instructed to

send out to pastors, sessions, and Sabbath-school superintendents a copy of this

action of the Assembly.

II. TJie Invalid Fund.—We note, with special pleasure, the marked increase in

the gifts to this cause during the past year; and we recommend that an earnest

effort be made to secure the sum of $18,000 during the present year, that our

aged and infirm ministers and those dependent on them maj^ be the better provided

and cared for. We believe that this can readily be done, if but an earnest and gen-

eral effort be made; and this we urge upon all our pastors and churches.

2. While believing that the outlook of our present scheme is good, and that it

will accomplish the end if properly supported, we recognize the fact that a more

adequate provision should be made by the church, and we reconunend that the

requests of these overtures be granted, and that an ad interim committee be ap-

pointed by the Moderator consisting of three, and, if possible, conveniently located

to each other, who shall iiive this whole matter consideration—not only the Cana-

dian Relief scheme (referred to), but that of the Methodist Episcopal Church

(North), and any others to them occurring; and that they make report to the

next Assembly.

III. Your committee does not deem it advisable to authorize the publication of

a Home Mission magazine, but would recommend that the Central Committee send

out before each collection a neatly prepared circular or paper containing facts and

information calculated to awaken and intensify the interest of the churches in the

work.

IV. We recommend that the Assembly adopt the suggestion of the Central Com-

mittee, and cancel the small balance of debt due^on certain colored collections, and

amounting to $127.

V. We recommend, lastly, that the Assembly reappoint the present Secretafy

and Executive Committee, as follows: Rev. J. N. Craig, Secretary; Rev. T. P.
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Cleveland, Rev. A. R. Holdeiby, Rev. T. H. Rice, Rev. J. G. Patton, Rev. C. P. Bride-

Avell, and Messrs. M. A. Candler, VV. A. Powell, \V. P. Iniuan, J. C. Kirkpatrick, and

John C. \Yhitner.

Respectfully submitted, WM. N. SCOTT, Chairman.

The Standing Connnittee on Theological Seminaries made a report,

which was adopted, and is as follows

:

Tiie Committee on Theological Seminaries would resjjectfully submit the follow-

ing report

:

We have received reports froin the following seminaries: Columbia, Louisville,

and the Southwestern Presbyterian University. No report has been received from

Union, but we have received information concerning it privately. From all sources

the following encouraging facts have been gathered:

1. Concerning the Teaching Force.—Union has five professors, Columbia four

and one instructor, Louisville has three who will devote all their time to teaching,

and three who devote a part of their time. The number of professors in the South-

western Presbyterian University is six. Of these teachers Rev. R. C. Reed, D. D.,

has been installed professor in the chair of Church History and Polity in Columbia,

and Rev. S. C. Byrd secured as tutor of Hebrew during the past year, and Dr. S. M.

Smith gave lectures on Homiletics and Pastoral Theology. In Louisville, Dr.

Hemphill, who has heretofore given part of his time to teaching, has been se-

sured for all his time. The full time of Professor Marquess is also expected in

future. In Southwestern Presbyterian University Prof. Henry VV. jSTaff, Litt. D.,

professor of English, has, by order of the board, been giving special instruction in

the reading of the Scriptures, hymns, and other work of expression.

2. Attendance.—The number of the students during the year is as follows:

Union, 88; Louisville, 41; Southwestern Presbyterian University, 26; Columbia,

24. Total, 179.

3. Material Progress.—During the year Union has been removed from Hampden-
Sidney to Richmond, Va., where much better buildings and equipment have been

provided, with several valuable additions in sight. The Southwestern Presbyterian

Universitj' has received additional endowment. Columbia aims at the endowment
of a chair of the English Bible, and Louisville is pushing her plan of temporary

endowment.

4. Missionary Department.—We note with pleasure that several reports mention

missionary courses and missionary libraries.

5. Special mention is also made by Union and Columbia of the exemption from

sickness on the part of the professors and students.

6. The report from Columbia mentions the removal of the age limit for profes-

sors in that institution, as recommended by the last Assembly.

Along with the pleasing features in the reports mention is made, with sorrow,

of the loss sustained by Louisville in the translation of that eminent and godly

man. Rev. T. D. W'itherspoon, D. D., LL. D.

From all the information at hand we believe that our seminaries are manned
with able and efficient professors, and attended by godly, earnest, and studious

pupils.

Being pleased with the course of English adopted by the Southwestern Presby-

terian University, we recommend the adoption of the same to any of our seminaries

who lack it. Respectfully submitted, ALFRED JONES, Chairman.
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The ad interim Committee on a Summer School of Bible Study

presented a report, which was read and referred to the Standing Com-

mittee on Theological Seminaries.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures made further report as

follows

:

18. Recommending a negative answer to the overture from the Presbytery of

Athens, asking the Assembly to withdraw from cooperation with the Society for

Sabbath Reform. This item was put upon the docket.

19. Recommending a negative answer to the overture from A. J. McKelway,

asking an amendment to Chapter XII., Section 3, Rules of Discipline, to provide for

the demission of the ministry by one who "believes his doctrinal views to be out of

liarmony with the standards of the church." Adopted.

20. Recommending a negative answer to the overture from the Rev. W. I. Sin-

nott, who prays the Assembly not to enact the proposed change in the baptism

formula. This answer went to the docket.

21. To the overture from the Presbytery of Mecklenburg, asking:

"Is a minister of our church justifiable in performing a marriage ceremony,

when one or both of the contracting parties reside with their respective parents, are

both of marriageable age, but under the age of twenty-one (said ceremony being

performed at a place other than the home of the parents of the contracting parties
)

,

when the minister knows, or has reason to believe, that such marriage is without

the knowledge and against the consent of the parents of either of the contracting

parties."

The committee recommend that the Assembly deem it unwise and inexpedient

to attempt to lay down an inflexible rule for guidance in such cases. The answer

was put upon the docket.

22. In answer to the overture from the Presbytery of Suwanee. asking that the

Book of Church Order, Chapter VI., Section 5, Paragraph 128, be clianged so as to

read as follows

:

"When any minister shall tender the resignation of his jiastoral charge to his

presbytery, the presbytery shall cite the church, having been previously notified by

him of his intention to resign, by its commissioner, appointed for the piu-pose,

to show cause, if any it has, why the presbytery should not accept the resigna-

tion."

The Assembly is recommended to decline to send down the proposed amendment.

Adopted.

23. In answer to the overture from the Presbytery of Pee Dee, asking that Chap-

ter VI., Section 5, Paragraph 121, be amended by adding after the words "or some

other" the words "member of the commission," it is recommended that the Assem-

bly decline to send down the proposed amendment. Adopted.

24. In answer to the overture from the Presbytery of Suwanee, asking that the

Book of Church Order, Chapter V., Section 7, Paragraph 93, be amended so as to

read: "A commission shall consist of a quorum of the court; in case of ordination

of a minister, the presbytery itself shall conduct the previous examination"— it is

recommended that the Assembly decline to send down the suggested amendment.

Adopted.
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25. In answer to the overture from the Presbytery of Central Mississippi, asking

that in case the pending overture as to an elder charging the people in an installa-

tion be enacted, the Assembly send down to the presbj^teries an amendment pro-

viding for the appointment of a ruling elder to deliver the charge to a pastor at the

installation of the latter—it is recommended that the Assembly decline to grant the

OA-erture. Adopted.

The Standing Committee of Sunday-schools and Young People's

Societies made a report, which, after amendment, was adopted, and is

as follows

:

A'our Committee on Sunday-schools and Young Peoples Societies have received

reports of 2,050 Sunday-schools, with an enrollment of 19,038 officers and teachers,

and 138,557 scholars. Comparing this with last year's report, we find an increase

of 8 schools, 18 officers and teachers, and 4,241 scholars. The contributions for

current expenses amounts to $44,327, which is a loss of $4,158 from last year's re-

port. For other objects $24,999 was contributed, which is $7,530 less than last year.

These reports show that these schools are, almost without exception, under the

care of our church sessions, and that the scholars generally attend public worship.

In answer to the question concerning the use of our standards in the Sunday-

schools, it appears that the Catechism is used amongst the large majority of our

churches. There is uniformity in the reports that our scholars memorize the scrip-

tures. The publications of our church are in common use. But few reports specify

special religious interest in our schools. Teachers' meetings are not general.

A memorial from Mr. Cliflford P. Boles, asking for a change in the blanks used

by sessions for their reports on Sabbath-schools, was referred to us, and carefully

considered. We recommend that it is inexpedient to make the changes proposed

at present.

Ileports from 28 presbyteries have been received of Young People's Societies, of

which we have mention of 331, with a membership of 8,892, contributing last year

the sum of $9,878.98.

It is impossible to tabulate these reports so as to give the names of these

societies in brief, because of the many different names given, and the glaring lack

of uniformity in the Presbyterial Keports. We note that last year there were but

14 presbyteries reporting on this subject, while this year there are 28, an increase

of 100 per cent.

The enlistment of the active sympathies and cooperation of the young people

in the general work of the church and her benevolences, we recognize as a subject of

great importance; and w^e commend it to the serious consideration of all our

pastors and sessions through the presbyteries.

The Presbytery of East Hanover calls attention to the good work of the Cove-

nanters' Societies, composed of young boys organized for home and foreign mis-

sionary work. As this communication is of the nature of information and ap-

parently contemplates no action on the part of the Assembly, your committee would

recommend none except to express our pleasure at what we have seen and heard

of the Covenanters during the sitting of the Assembly in this city.

A commtmication from Professor J. Lewis Howe, touching the appointment by

this Assembly of a trustee to represent our church in the United Society of Chris-

tian Endeavor, was referred to your committee, and after careful consideration we
recommend that the Assembly decline to make such appointment.
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It is fuvthei" recommended that the eldership and membership of the churches

be urgently requested to take a careful interest in Sunday-school work and Young

People's Societies, and give to them, if possible, more active cooperation and

oversight. Respectfully submitted, ALEXANDER SPRUNT, Chairman.

The Committee on Records of tlie Synod of Virginia reported,

recommending their approval, "but would suggest that in the future

more care be exercised in keeping them." Adopted,

The Committee on the Records of the Synod of Kentucky recom-

mended their approval, except that the paragraph on page 714, begin-

ning ''The unfinished business of the afternoon session," should appear

on page 715 in the minute of the evening session. Adopted.

The Committee on the Records of the Synod of ISTashville made a

report, which was adopted, and is as follows:

Your committee on the records of the Synod of Nashville would report that no

official records have been placed in our hands, but instead a printed copy of their

minutes.

We offer the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the sending up of a printed copy of the minutes is not complying

with our Book of Church Order; and that the Synod of Nashville be directed to

send up to the next Assembly either an authenticated copy of their printed minutes,

or else their written records. (See Alexander's Digest, page 60-141; also Book of

Church Order, Chapter IX., Section 213, page 75.)

JOHN E. McLEAN, Chairman.

The Committee on the Records of the Synod of Alabama made a

report, pending the consideration of which the Assenddy had recess

until 4:30 o'clock r. m.

4:30 o'clock p. m.

The Assembly met.

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence made the following re-

port, which was received and adopted

:

There has come to us an invitation from Rev. A. H. Brown, chairman of a com-

mittee of the Synod of New Jersey, asking you to appoint delegates to represent

you at the unveiling of a Presbyterian historical monument in the Old Scot's

Burial Ground in jNIonmouth county, N. J., where assembled the first General

Presbytery of which any official record exists. The monument is to be unveiled in

the third week of October, 1899. The Assembly at Dallas, Texas, in 1895, heartfly

commended this enterprise, and appointed five delegates to attend and represent

us, at their own expense, at a preliminary celebration called the Monmouth Pil-

grimage. (See Minutes, pp. 385 and 388-389.) Of that delegation Rev. Drs. Moses

D. Hoge and William U. Mui-kland have been called to their reward. Y^'our commit-

tee recommend that the same persons be appointed to attend the unveiling of the



1899.] GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 423

monument as requested, and that the Rev. E,. P. Kerr, D. D., of Richmond, and the

Rev. Josejih A. Vance, of Baltimore, be substituted in phice of the brethren de-

ceased. The committee will thus consist of Rev. R. P. Kerr, D. D., Rev. Joseph A.

Vance. Rev. Parke P. Flournoy, D. D., and Ruling Elders T. B. Gresham, Esq., and

William Wirt Henry, Esq. That the Assembly express its deep interest in all that

touches the founding and early struggles of the Presbyterian Church in our

country, and the importance of keejjing the history in remembrance of coming

generations. That the Assembly retvirns its hearty thanks to the Synod of New
Jersey for its fraternal invitation to us to participate in these memorial services.

J. H. McNEILLY, Chairman.

The same committee reported a fraternal response to the communi-

cation from the delegate of the General Synod of the Reformed Church

in America, which response was adopted, and ordered to be forwarded

to the clerk of the General S.ynod.

The same committee reported the following replv to the communi-

cation from the Secretary of the Western Section of the Alliance of

Reformed Churches Throughout the World Holding the Presbyterian

System, which reply was adopted :

In view of the communication from W. H. Roberts, American Secretary of the

Alliance of the Reformed Churches Throughout the World Holding the Presbyterian

System, we hereby recommend

—

1. That $480 be appropriated as our pro rata of the expenses of the Alliance.

2. That the Assembly has heard with pleasure the greetings of their represen-

tative. Rev. R. P. Kerr, D. D.

3. That, since the Peace Conference of the accredited representatives of the

nations, looking forward to the disarmament of the several armies and navies of

the nations, is now in session at the Hague, Holland, the Assembly, at the hour

of recess this afternoon, be led in prayer for this conference by the Moderator.

The Special Committee appointed to tabulate the votes of the Pres-

byteries on the overtures sent down by the last Assembly presented a

report, which was put upon the docket.

The unfinished business, the consideration of the report of the Com-

mittee on the Records of the Synod of Alabama, was resumed. The

report was adopted, and is as follows

:

To your Committee on the Records of the Synod of Alabama have been referred

those records, together with the following overture, and an accompanying paper,

viz.

:

To the General Asseinhli/ of the PresbyterIan Church i)i the United States, con-

vening at Richmond, Va., May IS, 1899:

The undersigned respectfully overture your venerable court to review the special

action of the Synod of Alabama, noted on page 32G of the printed minutes of its
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last session, whereby boundary lines were removed and changed, without the advice

and consent of the presbyteries concerned.

You will allow the explanation that steps were at once taken by one of 6ur

ministers, looking to the lodgment of a complaint against said action; but, on ac-

count of unusual and prolonged absence of brethren from their homes, the corres-

pondence necessary for concerted and deliberate action was delayed till too late a

date to comply with the time limit of the Book of Church Order.

D. A. PLANCK (and six others).

Your committee has given to these matters the fullest consideration of whicli

they have been capable, and would thereupon report as follows

:

The history of the matter referred to in the overture may be gathered from the

Records (pages 308, 312, 313, 314 and 326). It is to the last record that the

overture asks exception. It is beyond the province of your committee to consider

the advisability, or otherwise, of this action. We are to pronounce solely upon

its accordance with law. The legal argument, therefore, of the paper referred to us

has been carefully examined. Your committee is of opinion that the authority of

synod, as stated in Book of Church Order, Paragraph 84, is unlimited, eitlier by the

Constitution or Assembly's deliverance. The statement that "all courts ....
are possessed inherently of the same kinds of rights and powers," in our opinion,

should not be construed to teach that these powers are held in every case under

the same limitations. Indeed, in the clause cited the law itself provides for a "dif-

fering as tlie Constitution may provide."' Furthermore, in the passages cited from

the Digest, j^our committee can find nothing that is pertinent to the present case.

Believing, therefore, that the action of tlie synod is witliin the scope of its consti-

tutional powers, we recommend that this overture be answered in tlie negative.

2. We recommend that the Records of the Synod of Alabama be approved with

the following exceptions:

('Oj It would be well for the synod to put on record all papers received by it as

tlie basis of synodical action.

(b) , On page 314 a leport, or part of two reports, was adopted, but is not re-

corded.

Respectfully submitted, FRANC. MITCHELL, Ghainiuin.

Tlie Rev. John Fox, D. D., one of tlio ('oriH^spondino' Secretaries of

the American Bible Society, was introdnced to the Assembly, and it

was made the order of the day for t\^'elve o'clock to-morrow to hear

him concerning the work of that Society.

The Committee on the liecords of the Synod of Arkansas reported,

reconmiending the approval of the records of 1897. Adopted.

The Committees on the Records of the Synods of Georgia, Missouri,

Memphis, Mississij^pi, Florida, JSTorth Carolina, and South Carolina,

reported, recommending approval of said records. Adopted.

The Auditing Committee made the following report, which was

adopted

:
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To the General Assembly

:

Your Auditing Committee beg leave to make the following report:

1. The report of the trustees of the General Assembly, as audited by their own
Auditini; Committee, appears to be correct. In the report of this committee to llie

Assembly of 1898, some explanation seemed needed of the charge of five per cent,

deducted from bequests and legacies and credited to contingent fund. In our judg-

ment, the actions taken by the Assemblies of 1873, 1883, and 1887 (see page 334,

Alexander's Digest), and the repeated endorsement of its financial reports, were

sufficient to justify the Board of Trustees in the putting aside from funds coming

into their possession of a percentage to constitute a contingent fund for necessary

expenses, and we woukl recommend, in order to quiet all discussion, the following

action by this Assembly:

Resolved, That the Board of Trustees of the General Assembly be, and the same

is hereby authorized to retain in possession and pass to contingent fund such a per-

centage of bequests and legacies as shall be sufficient, and only sufficient, to cover

the necessary expenses of said Board of Trustees.

2. The reports of committees to audit accounts of the treasurers of the Execu-

tive Committees of Foreign and Home Missions, Education, Publication, and Col-

ored Evangelization have been before us, each certifying to the correctness of the

accounts audited by them. The appointment of these committees is not a mere

matter of form, but carries with it a duty upon which much of the correctness in

details, so necessary to the efficient work of the arms of the Assembly, must rest,

that we recommend to this Assembly for adoption the following form, employed

this year by the Richmond Auditing Committee, as the one to be used hereafter

by all the Auditing Committees appointed by the General Assembly

:

We, the undersigned, appointed to audit the accounts of the treasurer of

. by the Assembly of ... , beg leave to report that they have performed

that duty, and find the accounts correct, sustained by proper vouchers, and the dis-

bursements made upon proper authority. A statement of receipts and disburse-

ments is hereto attached. The balance in the treasury April 1, . . . is $ . . .

3. Your committee of 1898 (page 240 of Minutes) reported that through the ill-

ness of Dr. Joseph R. Wilson, the Stated Clerk and Treasurer, no financial report

was rendered. That report, together with the report of Dr. Alexander, for the

past year, has come before us. The illness of Dr. Wilson brought about considerable

confusion in accounts, which your present Stated Clerk and Treasurer has suc-

ceeded in getting into form to serve as a basis for future action.

We find his accoimts correct, supported by proper vouchers, and his books

opened in a businesslike manner and orderly kept, and recommend approval.

The accounts of Dr. Wilson are not itemized, and are therefore difficult to audit,

but we recommend their approval, and his honorable discharge from all liability

as Treasurer of this body.

The report of Dr. Alexander, accompanying his financial statement, is inter-

esting and important.

Some presbyteries have utterly failed in their duty of financial support of the

highest court of our church. Others are more or less delinquent, while a few

explain and promise to seek correction. In view of the fact that we have latterly

been compelled to draw upon the revenues of the current year to meet expenses of

the past one, we would recommend the following action by this Assembly:

Resolved, That this General Assembly calls attention of presbyteries to their

duty and privilege in the support of the great work of the General Assembly, and
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earnestly, but affectionately urge^ upon them the prompt settlement of their ac-

counts with the Treasurer of this body.

Resolved, That in view of long delinquent accounts with some presbyteries,

growing out of changes in officers and from other causes, the Treasurer be given

full authority to make such settlement as the circumstances of each case may war-

rant, to the end that all delinquent accounts may be balanced durin^i' the present

year.

Resolved, That the Treasurer be authorized to cancel on his books all claims for

back dues from the Presbyteries of Indian, Ethel, and Central Alabama, and that

these latter two presbyteries be relieved of all tax till otherwise ordered.

It is the judgment of your committee that the present compensation of your

Stated Clerk and Treasurer is inadequate, and should be increased. We therefoi'e

recommend that the salary be fixed at a sum not less than $300 per annum.

4. The term of office of the following trustees, viz., Rev. .1. W. Stagg, D. D.,

George E. Wilson, and A. G. Brenizer expires with the meeting of this Assembly.

^Ve recommend their reelection.

We further recommend that Home and School at Fredericksburg, Va., be added

to the list of committees for which auditing committees should be appointed, and

that the following Auditing Committees be appointed for the coming year:

(a), For Executive Committee Home Missions.—H. T. Phillips, W. F. Park-

hurst, W. R. Hoyt.

(b). For Executive Committee Foreign Missions.—George G. O'Bryan, R. S.

Hollins, Sr., R. E. Magill.

(c). For Executive Committee Puhlication.—H. Swineford, B. C. Wherry, Ed-

win Pleasants.

(d) , For Executive Committee Education.—H. M. Neely, A. B. Hill, George C.

Mason.

(e). For Executive Committee Colored Evangelization.—W. E. Bingham, W. H.

Verner, E. B. Xuzum.

(f), For Board of Trustees Home and School.—S. G. Howison, J. H. Myer, Jr.,

Dr. J. M. Barney. Respectfully submitted,

W. R. LYMAN, Chairman,

J. D. HUTTON,
WILI.IAINI W. TRIGG,

G. H. NORWOOD.

The Revs. Roger Martin and Joseph Rennio for themselves and

others gave notice of protest against the action of the Assembly on the

report of the Committee on the Records of the Synod of Alabama.

The Committee on Theological Seminaries made a report on the

proposed Summer School for Bible Study, wliicli was adopted, and is

as follows

:

The Committee on Theolo;.:ical Seminaries, to whom the report of the Executive

Committee on Summer Schools was referred, recomniond that the effort to establish

a summer school of theology be discontinued.

Respectfully submitted, ALFRED JONES, Chairman.
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The Committee on tlie ^N^arrative made a report, which was adopted

and ordered to be printed in the Appendix.

It was made the first order of the day for to-morrow to take from

the docket the report of the Committee on Bills and Overtures.

The Assembly had recess until 8 :15 o'clock to night.

8 :15 o'cloch p. m.

The Assembly met, and was addressed by the Rev. S. H. Chester,

D. D., Secretary of Foreign Missions, on his recent visit to Japan and

China.

The Assembly adjourned until 9 :30 o'clock to-morrow morning.

Closed with the benediction by the Rev. W. C. Buchanan, of Japan.

SEVEA^TH DAY.

May 25, 9 :30 o'clock a. m.

The Assembly met, and was led in devotional exercises by the Rev.

W. B. Mcllwaine, of Japan.

The minutes of yesterday's sessions were read and approved.

The Rev. Dr. Kerr presented a resolution deprecating mob violence,

which was put upon the docket.

The Standing Committee on the Assembly's Home and School pre-

sented a report, which, after amendment, was adopted, and is as fol-

lows :

The committee to wliom was referred tlie Sixth Annual Report of the Board of

Trustees of the Assembly's Hoxne and School at Fredericksburg, Va., would respect-

fully return the same with the reconmiendation that it be placed on record in the

Appendix to the Minutes; and we beg leave to submit the following report thereon:

We have carefully examined the report of the board, and have had a full and

satisfactoiy interview with the Rev. Dr. R. P. Kerr, president of the board, and

with Mr. S. W. Somerville, the secretary and treasurer, who is also the superin-

tendent of the Home, both of whom were ready to afford us all the information in

their possession.

It gives us pleasure to report to this Assembly that we find ample evidence of

fidelity and earnest devotion, on the part of the board and its officers, to the trust

committed to them, and that their work has been, through God's blessing, crowned

with a large measure of success.
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In particular, \vp direct attention to these matters following:

1. The board has been especially bereaved, during the past year, in the death of

its venerable president, the beloved and lamented Rev. Dr. ISIoses D. Hoge, who

was so ardently devoted to this cause; and in the death of the Rev. Grigsby E.

Chandler, who had just entered with glowing zeal upon the service^ of the institution

as its financial agent, when he was suddenly called to rest from his labors.

2. The board has carried out the instructions of the last General Assembly, as

far as it has been possible to do so. The liquidation of the debt is the only matter

involved in those instructions, which remains incomplete; and in this gratifying

progress has been made.

3. The expenses of the Home and School have been manajed with strict economy,

and kept rigidly within the income of the year. The beneficiaries of the Home re-

ceive the best which it is possible to give them from the resources available; but

these do not afford any of the luxuries of life. The cost of maintenance is about

one hundred dollars ($100) per annum for each of the inmates.

4. The object of this institution, it should be remembered, is limited and

peculiar. It is the care and education of the children of deceased ministers, and of

our missionaries, home and foreign, living or dead, who may need such help as is

here provided. Thirty-three children are now under the care of the Home, gathered

from various parts of our home and foreign fields. A heavy burden is lifted from

the heart of the workman but poorly paid, when assured that such provision is

made for his children. But the comfort of that assurance is sadly lessened by the

fact that it has not yet been in the power of the Home to receive all those for whom
application has been presented. This condition should not be permitted to continue.

Provision fully adequate to all legitimate claims can and should be promptly made.

During the past year only 256 churches and 22 individuals have contributed to this

cause.

5. From the Financial Statement it appears that the receipts of the board for

the year ending April 1, 1899, have been $9,457.79; expenditures, $8,060.01, leaving

a balance in bank, $1,."591.18. During the same period there has been paid on the

debts $3,010, and on the interest account. $905.10. All current expenses have been

met. Ko debt has been incurred. The liabilities have been so far reduced that they

but slightly exceed the assets. The interest account has been reduced from more

than $1,000 (as it was two years ago) to $540 for this year.

6. The pupils enjoy the excellent educational advantages of tlie Fredericksburg

College.

7. In conclusion, we recommend

—

( 1 ) , That the board be directed to continue the work as during the past year,

particularly and vigorously pressing' towards these two results

—

{(I). The entire extinction of the debt, and {h) the enlargement of the capacity

of the Home and School.

(2), That the General Assembly, expressing its entire confidence in the wise and

economical administration of the institution, renew the direction for a collection in

all of our churches, on the last Sabbath in December for the support of the institu-

tion, commending it to the sympathetic liberality of our people.

All of which is respectfully and unanimously submitted by the committee.

J. H. NALL, Chairnian.

The Standing Committee on Publication nuide a report, Avhieli was

put npon the docket.
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The Standing Committee on the Sabbath made a report, which was

adopted, and is as follows

:

The Standing Committee on Sabbath respectfully reports that the report of the

Permanent Committee, Kev. Dr. Stacy, chairman, was placed in their hands, and
considered.

The report presents nothing new as compared with former years touching the

the observance of the Sabbath by our peo23le. Church members continue, for the

most part, to conform faithfully, both in their views and their practices, to the

teaching of the word and of the standards, as to the sacredness of the day. And it

is gratifying to note that from various quarters the report comes of the exhibition

of more than usual diligence in the bearing of testimony to, and high appreciation

of, its holy character amid the tendencies and many inducements to the relaxation

of its authority and claims, arising in a time of war and public excitement.

On the other hand, among the non-Christian people of the land, and to some
extent those within the pale of the church, there seems to be increasing evidence

of a gradual drift toward utter disregard of the Sabbath as the divinely ap-

pointed season of rest from secular work and of worship, and spiritual enlarge-

ment. Of the indications in this direction the report lays larger emphasis on

such as^

—

1. Increasing use of the day by the peojile for purposes of recreation and
amusement.

2. Larger abuse of the day by railroads for the purposes of traffic and gain; and
3. Increasing patronage of the Sunday newspaper.

In view of these things, the lights and shadows which envelop this "pearl of

days," this Assembly deems it but fidelity to a high and sacred trust to reiterate,

with renewed emphasis, its former deliverances on this subject. The following

recommendations in particular are presented for adojition

:

1. That the individuals and households of our church which are faithful and
exemplary in the observance of the Sabbath, be commended and encouraged in their

fidelity and exhorted to continue steadfast and immovable in their testimony

against the desecration of the day; and that sessions and presbyteries be vigilant

in keeping the gates of Zion in this regard; and that ministers especially be faith-

ful in teaching' and warning the people.

2. That our people be reminded tliat the keeping of the Lord's Day is of binding

obligation at all times and in all places; and that in honoring God in its observ-

ance, he will make it a bulwark in our land against every foe, and a channel of the

richest blessing, both of nature and of grace, to all the people.

3. That the report of the Permanent Committee be reported in the Appendix to

the ^Minutes.

4. That the following ministers and elders constitute the Committee on the Sab-

bath for the ensuing year, viz. : Rev. James Stacy, D. D., Rev. T. H. Rice, Rev. C. P.

Bridewell and Mr. John A. Barry. F. H. JOHXSTOX, Chairman.

The Committee on the Records of the Sjnod of Texas reported,

recommending their approval. Adopted.

The Assembly proceeded to the order of the day, the taking from

the docket the report of the Committee on Bills and Overtnrcs.
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Pending this business, the order for twelve o'clock arrived, and the

Assembly, with the Rev. Dr. Thomas 11. Law in the chair, at the

request of the Moderator, was addressed by the Rev. John Fox, D. T>.,

a Corresponding Secretary of the American Bible Society.

Dr. Fox's address was referred to the Standing Committee on the

Bible Cause for suitable response.

An invitation from the ladies of the Hollywood Memorial Associa-

tion to the Assembly to participate in the observance of Memorial Sun-

day and Memorial Day, was acknowledged wnth thanks.

The Assembly resumed consideration of the report of the Commit-

tee on Bills and Overtures.

1. That the Assembly decline to order, as overtured by the Presbytery of Louis-

ville, the discontinuance of the preparation of a new hymn-book. Adopted.

2. The Presbytery of Eastern Texas asks whether "Paragraph 55, Chapter V., of

the Book of Church Order, taken with Paragraph 79 of the same chapter, authorizes

the moderator to call a meeting of presbytery ( in case of the failure of the regular

meeting, or because of an emergency that has arisen) without the concurrence or

request of two ministers and two ruling elders?"' The committee recommends an

affirmative answer. Adopted.

3. That to the overture from the Synod of Missouri, as to whether the session or

the congregation has the authority to commit to the deacons the temporal affairs

of the church, it be answered that the authority lies with the session. Adopted.

4. That to the overture from the Presbytery of Athens, asking "a pronounced' and

explicit deliverance"' against the recognition of "Christmas and Easter as religious

days," the following answer be given

:

There is no warrant in the Scriptures for the observance of Christmas and

Easter as holy days, but rather the contrary (see Galatians iv. 9-11; Colossians ii.

lG-21), and such observance is contrary to the principles of the Reformed faith, con-

ducive to will-worship, and not in harmony with the simplicity of the gospel of

Jesus Christ.

The answer was adopted.

5. To the overture from the Presbytery of Albemarle, asking whether '•alternates

may take the place of principals, or vice versa, after the court has been organized,

and one or the other has been enrolled as a member of it, and taken part in its de-

liberations," it was recommended that the Assembly return the following answer

:

There being nothing in the Constitution bearing specifically on the point, it is

the judgment of this Assembly that the substitution of the alternate for the prin-

cipal, or vice versa, is competent whenever, in the judgment of the court, such a

change is deemed necessary or proper, in every case the change being made a mat-

ter of record.

Pending this business, the Assembly had recess until 4:30 o'clock

this afternoon.
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•1:30 o'cloch p. m.

The Assembly met.

The answer of the Committee on Bills and Overtures to the overture

from the Presbytery of Albemarle was adopted.

6. To the overture from the Presbytery of Bethel, asking "whether the figures in

the Statistical Report should be copied into the Report on Systematic Beneficence,

or should the figures in the Systematic Beneficence Report indicate simply what has

actually been contributed to the various causes under the care of our Executive

Committees"—the Assembly adopted the following answer:

It is the judgment of the Assembly that the reports on Statistics and Systematic

Beneficence are different reports, and are intended to gather information on dif-

ferent subjects ; the figures in the Statistical Report should not, therefore, neces-

sarily be coi)ied into the Report on Systematic Beneficence.

7. To the overture from the Presbytery of Fayetteville, asking for a pastoral

letter on worldly amusements, the x4ssembly adopted the recommendation that the

request be granted.

This business gave way to the taking from the docket the following

paper, offered by the Rev. Dr. R. P. Kerr, which was adopted

:

The General Assembly takes occasion to express its strongest condemnation of

the lawless spirit abroad in the land, manifesting itself in many ways, but notably

in scenes of mob-violence and the taking of human life, in cases of sujjposed- or

proven crime, without due process of law, involving the awful danger of inflicOng

death upon an innocent person, while the real criminal goes free; tending also to

cheapen human life, to unsettle the social order, and to weaken or destroy that

reverence for law and constituted authority whicli the Scriptures require all to

uphold.

We, therefore, while expressing our abhorrence of the crimes that lead to the

disorders referred to, urge all our people and ministers, in all scriptural ways, to do

their utmost towards cultivating and maintaining that order and reverence for au-

thority which are enjoined by the word of God.

The Assembly had recess until 8:15 o'clock to-night.

8 :15 o'clock p. m.

The Assembly met, and proceeded to the order of the day, the hear-

ing of the report of the Standing Committee on Colored Evangeliza-

tion, in connection with addresses on that subject.

The Rev. R. F. Campbell, I). D., chairman of the committee, pre-

sided at the request of the Moderator, and read the report.

The Assembly was then addressed by the Rev. D. C. Lilly, Secretary

of Colored Evangelization, the Rev. Dr. Cannon, and the Rev. E. W.
Williams, delegate from the Synod of the Colored Presbyterian

Church in the United States and Canada.
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A collection, amounting $56.50, was taken np for that department

of onr clinrcli work.

It was made the first order of the daj for to-morrow to consider the

report of the Standing Committee on Colored Evangelization.

The Assembly adjourned until nine o'clock to-morrow morning.

Closed with the benediction by the Rev. Dr. Dickson.

EIGHTH DAY.

May 26, 9 o'docl^ a. m.

The Assembly met, and was led in devotional exercises by Rev. Dr.

J. IT. IsTalL

The minutes of yesterday's sessions were read, corrected and ap-

proved.

The report of the Standing Committee on the Bible Cause made a

report, which was amended and adopted, and is as follows

:

Among the items referred to your committee for consideration, we first report

on the address of Dr. John Fox, one of the General Secretaries of the American

Bible Society.

It is with pleasure we have heard this new voice representing so earnestly and

clearly this great cause. We desire that Dr. Fox should carry from this Assembly

assurances of our increasing interest in the Avork of the Bible Society. We have

heard from him, with satisfaction, of the rapid growth of their foreign operations,

and that the Society is giving emphasis to this arm of the work. We believe that,

as in the first full proclamation of the gospel on the day of Pentecost every man
heard the gospel in his own tonjue, this fact is significant of an intention in God's

providence that every man should have the gospel in his own vernacular. Hence

we hail with pleasure the information that since the beginning of this century the

foreign versions and translations have increased from about fifty to already four

hundred, and that during the past year the American Bible Society has distributed

in China alone nearly half a million Testaments, Bibles and portions.

Upon the overture from the Presbytery of Ouachita, asking that tlio nioiiUi of

June be set apart for the collection for the Society, instead of tlie third Sabbatli in

October, we recommend that tlie request be not granted.

In view of the great opportunities for Bible distribution now afforded in Cuba,

Puerto Rico, and the Philippines, we urge unusual liberality to this cause on the

part of our people on the third Sabbath in October, the day appointed by this As-

sembly for this collection.

We recommend that a copj- of the overtuie from the Presbytery of Nortli Ala-

bama be transmitted to the managers of the American Bible Society, with the re-

quest that they give the matter their attention, and witli the assurance that we
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believe they will not long allow any limitation upon the usefulness of tlie Society

to exist.

Upon the other refiuest in tlie overture we recommend that no action be taken

at present. JAMES G. SNEDECOR, Chairman.

The following resohitioii of thanks was adopted by a rising vote:

Tlie Assembly hereby express thanks to the ladies of the Second Presbyterian

Church, of Richmond, for the gift to the members of the Assembly of the volume

containing the account of the memorial services at the forty-fifth anniversary of

the pastorate of the Rev. Dr. Moses D. Hoge in that church.

Tlie members of the Assembly will cherish the memory of this faitliful ;ui(l able

minister of Christ, with thankfulness to God for all the fruitful years of liis min-

istry in the Second Church, extending beyond half a century.

The iinlinished husiness, the consideration of the report of the Com-

mittee on Bills and Overtures, was resumed.

8. The report of said committee on the overture from the Synod of Geoigia and

the Presbyteries of North Alabama, Lexington and Bethel was taken from the

docket. The overture is that, the following amendments be sent down to tlie

IJresbyteries

:

(1), Chapter VL, Section 5, Paragraph 118. Article .3, to-wit: After the words

"the Greek and Hebrew language"' add "'the English Bible."

(2), Also, Chapter VI.. Section G, Paragraph 132, Article 4: After '"Natural

and Revealed Theology"'" add "On the English Bible."

(3), Also, Chapter VI.. Section 0, Paragraph 134, Article G, add to this article

the following: Provided, that in every extraordinary case the candidate shall be

required to stand a searching examination on the English Bible.

The committee recommended the following answer, which was adopted:

The Assembly declines to recommend the changes in the Form of Government

asked for in these ovei-tures, but would enjoin upon the presbyteries to subject

every candidate for the ministry to a thorough examination as to his knowledge

of the English Bible.

9. To the overture from the Presbytery of Atliens. proposing that "tlie Assembly

withdraw its recognition of the American Sabbath Union on the ground tliat this

is a society for the promotion of legislative reform, which is not a function of the

cliurch of Jesus Christ"—the Assembly made answer that the overture shall be re-

ferred to the Permanent Committee of the Sabbath.

10. Mecklenburg Presbytery asks the General Assembly to answer the followiuj;'

overture

:

Is a minister of our cluirch justifiable in performing a marriage ceremony when
one or both of the contracting parties reside with their respective parents, are both

of marriageable o-'^e, but under the age of twenty-one (said ceremony being per-

formed at a place other than the home of one of the parents of the contracting

parties), when the minister knows, or has reason to believe, that such marriage is

without the knowledge and against tlie consent of the parents of either one of the

contracting parties?

The General Assenibh' replies as follows

:

Tlie Assembly is of the opinion that it would be both unwise and inexpedient to

29
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attempt to lay down any indexible rule for the guidance of its ministry in relation

to the performance of this ceremony, the great bond of society. It believes that an
enlightened conscience and the laws of the land are, as a rule, the safest and only

guides to be followed in such cases. But the Assembly cannot forbe'ar to express

the opinion that in the cases described in the overture the greatest prudence and
caution should be exercised by the minister; that he should exert his influence as

far as he can properly and prudently do so to prevent such marriages, and only

consent to perform the ceremony in those cases where he is satisfied, from all the

circumstances, that the best interests of all the parties (including tlie parent or

parents) will be subserved by his so doing.

11. The overture from the Kev. W. I. Sinnott. asking the Assembly not to enact

the proposed change in the baptism formula, was laid on tlie table as incompetent.

'j'lie report of the Special (Jonmiittee to tabulate the vote of the pres-

byteries on the overtures sent down by the last Assembly, was taken

from the docket, and is as follows

:

Your committee a])pointed to collate the votes of the presbyteries upon the

amendments to the Book of Church Order sent down by the last General Asseinbly,

would report that they have received the votes of 70 presbyteries out of a total of

77, and that they have ascertained the following facts:

1. Fifty-five of these presbyteries voted to amend the Directory for Worship,

Chapter IX., Paragraph (5, by substituting, in the Formula of Baptism, the word

"in" for the word "into," as overtured by the last General Assembly; fourteen of

the presbyteries voted against the amendment, and one did not vote. Therefore, a

majority of the whole number of presbyteries in our Asseml)ly approve the amend-

ment, i. e., 55 out of 77.

2. That 44 of the presbyteries reporting voted to amend the Book of Church

Order, Chapter VI., Section 5, Paragraph 6, as overtured by the last General As-

sembly, and 2G voted not to amend. Therefore, a majority of all the presbyteries in

our Assembly approve the amendment—44 out of 77.

It appearing, therefore, that in each instance "a majority of the presbyteries

have advised and consented to the changes proposed," according to Chapter VII.,

Paragraph 2, of the Form of Government, your committee lays these facts before

the General Assembly, that it may take action in the premises.

J. A. SCOTT,
FRANC. MITCHELL,
D. B. PENICK.

The Asscnddy therenpon adopted the followinii;:

The last General Assembly having sent down to the presbyteries, with its

recommendation, an overture to amend the Directory for Worship, Chapter IX.,

Section 6, by striking out the words "I baptize thee into the name" in the baptismal

formula, and inserting in lieu thereof the words "I baptize thee in the name," and

the presbyteries having given their advice and consent to such amendment

—

Resolved, That the Directory be now amended by enacting the above change.

The Assembly also adopted the followinii':

Inasmuch as the last Assembly did recomnuMHl and a majorily of tlic presby-

teries have given their advice and consent to tlie following change; tlicrefore,
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Resolved, That the following change in the Book of Church Order be enacted by

this Assembly: In Chapter VI., Section 5, Paragraph C, of the Form of Govern-

ment, strike out the words "after which the minister presiding, or some other ap-

pointed for the purpose, shall give a solemn charge," and insert in lieu thereof

"after which the minister presiding, or some other minister appointed for the pur-

pose, shall give a solemn charge."' Then at the end of the paragraph add the sen-

tence, "If, in the judgment of the presbytery, it be deemed advisable, a ruling elder

may be appointed to deliver the charge to the people."

The vote by wliicli tlie foregoing paper was adopted was taken by

yeas and nays, as follows

:

Yeas.—J. W. Durr, Jr., L. S. Handley, J. G. Snedecor, G. H. Xorwood, J. P.

Clarke, E. P. Kennedy, ^V'. S. Dunlop, J. A. Dickson, J. F. Lawson, J. L. D. Houston,

C. P. Boles, T. M. Puleston, W. S. Milne, J. W. Walden, G. \V. Bull, E. W. Russell,

L. G. Henderson, R. L. Moye, J. G. Barkley, W. IT. Miley, L. B. :Mitchell, Sterling .J.

Foster, J. P. Edmondson, D. M. Hawthorne, T. L. Haman, H. N. Sherbourne, Peter

Gowan, W. R. Lyman, U. B. Currie, R. L. Campbell, Franc. Mitchell, W. W. Trigg,

S. T. Ruffner, John Barron, H. P. Wade, J. H. Rutherford, James Park, John Webb,

J. B. Shearer, S. C. Rankin, D. ]\IcBryde, Hugh Craig, S. H. Isler, W. B. Robinson,

D. J. Brimm, C. G. Henderson, A. L. Patterson, W. H. Townsend, J. W. Query, J. L.

Stoddard, F. L. Anderson, Samuel Bradley, J. J. James, M. C. Hutton, W. L. Pat-

tello, C. C. Weaver, D. B. Penick, James Smith, T. J. Home, J. H. Grant, J. V.

JNIcCall, M. C. Billings, John E. McLean, R. M. Hall, Alfred Jones, J. B. Rhea,

J. Louis McClung, R. P. Kerr, W. R. Dotson, A. E. Grover, E. P. Palmer, J. Spencer

Smith, S. W. Sterrett, P. F. Price, P. B. Price, A. M. Clark, A. S. Venable, J. F.

Laeross—78.

Xays.—D. E. Whetstone, C. Z. Berryhill, Joseph Rennie, James H. Taylor, W. A.

Snodgrass, E. il. Green, J. G. Venable, J. G. Garth, W. F. McRee, Patrick Henry,

J. W. Caldwell, J. H. Nail, W. M. Langtry, C. G. Christian, W. H. Gay, J. F. Can-

non, W. K. James, W. O. Sample, J. R. Herndon, F. H. Johnston, R. F. Campbell,

J. W. Stagg, David J. Currie, Alexander Sprunt, A. F. Anderson, T. H. Law, VV. J.

McKay, James Woodrow, J. S. Gibert, il. B. Grier, J. M. Giles, E. G. Wilder, W. B.

Hamilton, G. L. Christian, S. K. Winn, William A. Hart, R. B. Stratton, W. McC.
Miller, H. P. R. McCoy, J. M. Robertson, P. D. Stephenson, H. Scruggs, i. H. C.

Pancake—4.3.'

Excused from Voting.—M. B. Porter.

The Assembly had recess nntil 4 :30 o'clock this afternoon.

i :30 o'clock p. M.

The Assembly met, and proceeded to the order of the day, the con-

sideration of the report of the Standing Committee on Colored Evan-

gelization.

The report was amended and adopted, and is the following

:

There have been placed in the hands of your committee the records of the Execu-

tive Committee of Colored Evangelization, and the Annual Report of that commit-
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tee, together with tlie catalogue of the Stillinan Institute for the scholastic year

1898-1899.

After a careful exaiuiuation of these papers your committee would recom-

mend

—

1. The approval of the records of the Executive Committee as accurate, neat

and clear.

2. That the conclusion reached by the Executive Committee in the Ferguson-

Williams School, after careful investigation and consideration of the facts in tlie

case, be approved. (See Report of Executive Committee.)

3. That the revision of the Executive Committee's manual of work, defining the

respective duties of the secretary and superintendent, be approved.

4. That this Assembly tender the thanks of the church to the Rev. R. L. Listen,

of Oxford, Ala., for his liberal donation to this cause of property valued at $3,000

or more, and commend to others of the Lord's stewards this noble manifestation of

interest in the church's work for the poor and needy.

5. The Assembly notes with gratification the evidences of the increased pros-

perity of the Avork under the administration of the Executive Committee. These

evidences are apparent in the liquidation of all debts, the better provision made

for the men in the field, the enlarged work of Stillman Institute, and the great

reduction in the cost of administration. The committee is commended for the rigid

economy and businesslike methods with which the work has been conducted, and

sjiecial praise is due to the dcA'oted secretary and superintendent, botli of whom
have given their services freely to the church, the expenses incurred by them in the

actual prosecution of the work being the only cost to the funds of the committee.

fi. The Assembly heartily approves the plans of the Executive Committee for

bringing together all our colored ministers in a summer school of ten days at

Stillman Institute, and for the convening at Tuscaloosa of the Independent Synod

and the presbyteries composing it at the same season.

7. The Assembly gives its approval to the chan.es made by tliis commiUee in

Stillman Institute, namely, the opening of the Academic Department to sucii male

pupils as desire to enter, and to girls under fourteen years of age: also the re-

quirement that each student shall earn his board by laboring on the farm, and

shall bear all his other expenses himself instead of relying upon the committee for

support.

8. The Assembly is gratified at the evidence of a fresh interest on the part of

our people in the religious instruction of the negroes, as shown in the increas'ing

number of Sabbath-schools for this race taught by white people, and commends this

work to all pastors and sessions.

In the judgment of this Assembly the time has come for a great forward move-

ment in the work of colored evangelization, and in confirmation of this judgment

calls the attention of our people to the following considerations:

1. The work has perhaps a wider range than any other to wliich Cod lias called

us. '"It includes the entering of a mission field, tlie erection of churches and

manses, establishing and maintaining schools, the support of evangelists and

pastors, the selection and training of a ministry; in short, every detail connected

with the elevation of a race."

2. Statistics show the prevalence of immorality and ciiino among the negroes.

If we are not moved by considerations of pity for them and sympathy with our

Lord in his love for the souls of all, we ought at least to remember that the tem-

poral and spiritual welfare of our own posterity is at stake. Are our cliihlren
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and cliildreu's children to inherit a land crying aloud to heaven because of violence

and murder and lynch-law?

3. The Presbyterian Church believes that it is peculiarly fitted to give the negro

what he needs. His needs are, in our judgment, a soundly educated ministry, sober

instruction, simple and quiet rather than ritualistic or emotional modes of worship,

a simple and orderly system of church government and discipline, and a "home

life in which the childi-en will be carefully trained and instructed in the word of

God and in the faith of the church."

4. God has opened to us a wide door in Africa. The story of our mission on

the Congo may be classed among the wonders of modern missionarj' annals.

How are we to enlarge the work in Africa, so signally blessed with God"s favor,

except by enlarging the work for the negroes at home? And how absurdly incon-

sistent to send missionaries to Africa while we neglect the Africans at olir door!

5. The work of the Southern Presbyterian Church for the negi'o has reached Ihe

gravest crisis in its history. The few, feeble, and widely scattered negro churches,

heretofore in organic union with the white churches, have been organized, in accord-

ance with our long-cherished plan, into an Independent African Presbyterian

Church. The charge has been brought against us that we have taken this action

because of race prejudice, and with the purpose to rid ourselves of the burden of

colored evangelization.

Those who bring the charge ignore the fact that it was at the request of the col-

ored ministers and elders in convention assembled that this step was taken. Our
critics, too. wherever they are brought into ecclesiastical proximity to the negroes,

manifest tlie very race prejudice they charge against us.

These facts may serve as missiles to hurl at those who censure us; but they

will not relieve us of odium in the sight of God and man, if we allow the new-born'

African Presbyterian Church to perish for lack of sympathy and support, we shall

be made "a spectacle unto the world, and to angels and to men."

In view of all these things this Assembly does solemnly enjoin upon all our

people

—

1. The duty of earnest and believing prayer to God for wisdom to know and

grace to do what he would have us do for the evangelization and religious instruc-

tion of the colored people.

2. The importance or personal service for the negroes in our own homes and in

our o\Ani employ: The salvation of these people should lie upon our hearts next to

the salvation of our own children. They are bound to us more closely than was "the

stranger within the gates'' to God"s ancient people. Yet he held that people respon-

sible for the stranger. It is the solemn duty of our people to summon their colored

servants to family worship, to provide religious instruction for them in the house-

hold as far as practicable, and with earnest prayer for their salvation, to seek

through direct personal effort to lead them to Jesus Christ, and to strengthen them
in the Christian faith.

3. The Assembly earnestly calls upon all our pastors and sessions to teach the

people under their charge of their solemn responsibility in this matter, and to con-

cert measures for establishing Sunday-schools and churches wherever openings can

be found, and to impress upon the people the duty of giving liberally of their sub-

stance to maintain and enlarge the work under the charge of the Assembly's Ex-

ecutive Committee.

4. Inasmuch as the present income of the committee is totally inadequate to

carry on the work on the scale demanded by the needs and prospects, the Assembly
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earnestly calls for at least $15,000 for the prosecution of this work durino; the

ensuing year, and urges presbyteries and pastors and sessions to take all necessary

steps to inform our people of the needs of this cause and their duties and privileges

in regard to its support.

5. The Executive Committee for the ensuing year: Dr. E. H. Sholl, Hon. J. W.
Lapsley, Rev. L. S. Handley, D. D., Rev. A. B. Curry, D. D., Rev. J. A. Bryan. Hon.

J. H. Miller, Rev. Neal L. Anderson, Rev. E. P. Davis, Rev. J. G. Snedecor, R. D.

Johnston, and Rev. D. C. Lilly, secretary. R. F. CAMPBELL, Chainnan.

The report of the Standing Committee on Pnblication was taken

from the docket, considered scriaihn. and adopted as a whole, and is as

follows

:

The Assembly's Standing Committee of Publication beg leave to report on the

several matters committed to them:

1. In recommending the approval of the Annual Report and the written minutes

of the Executive Committee of Publication, we wish to note the following items:

(rt), During the past year Rev. Moses D. Hoge, D. D., LL. D., was called to his

leward. He was a member of this committee from its first appointment in 18G1,

and was its chairman for thirty years. This Assembly, in recording our loss, would

express our sincere gratitude to the great Head of the Church for his long and

valued services on this committee, and for his longer service and testimony to the

power of the gospel by which he did abound in every good word and work. Servant

of God, well done.

(ft), The Treasurer's statement, which had been properly audited, exhibits some

interesting facts. The present net assets are $117,328.64. Of this $60,105.06 is

a fixed investment in real estate, furniture, and stereotype plates. There seems to

be a small margin of profit after paying all the expenses of the committee and its

business. This makes it possible for the committee to use all the collections from

the churches for colportage and donations.

(c), The collections from the churches were larger than heretofore by five or

six per cent., and this was increased by a single donation of $5,000. This will

enable the committee to enlarge its work the coming year. The Assembly would

emphasize the importance of strengthening this arm of service by yet more liberal

support.

(d). The reported increase of "issues from the press" is certainly encouraging,

and so is the increased circulation of the Sabbath-school periodicals. The Assem-

bly wishes to see these periodicals used yet more largely in our cliurches, and we
Avould not fail to urge upon our people the larger use of the standard literature

issued by this committee, mucli of which is invaluable to us as a church.

2. Several overtures were referred to this Standing Committee for consideration.

Overture No. 1. From i\Iemphis Presbytery, asking for blanks, etc., for reports

of the Home Department of the Sunday-school.

Answer: The Assembly directs that there be added to the blanks for Sunday-

school Reports this question: "How many of the scholars reported belong to the

Home Department?"

Overture No. 2. Fiom Tuskaloosa Presbytery, asking cliang<'s in statistical

cohunns of reports.

Answer: In the negative.
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Overture No. 3. Presbytery of Lafayette, asking for modifications of the Chil-

dren's Friend, so as to adapt its use to Westminster Leagues.

Answer: Kefer the matter to the Executive Committee of Publication to meet

llie want if the way be clear.

Overture No. 4. East Hanover Presbytery, asking, first, that certain optional

forms be printed in the Appendix to the Book of Church Order, and, second, that

a statement about infant baptism be prepared and printed in same place.

Ansiier: In the negative.

Overture Xo. 5. Mecklenburg Presbytery, asking to suspend the use of the In-

ternational Lessons, and to have prepared a suitable system for our church, etc.

Anstcer: In the negative.

Overture Xo. 0. Dallas Presbytery, asking to prepare blanks for Ladies" Mis-

sionary Societies, etc.

Answer: In the negative.

3. The committee recommends the reelection of the same Secretary and Treas-

urer, and the same Executive Committee of Publication, as follows : James K.

Hazen, D. D., Secretary and Treasurer; J. P. Smith, D. D., J. W. Rosebro, D. D.,

R. P. Kerr, D. D., Charles H. Read, D. D., Rev. J. Calvin Stewart. Rev. S. K. Winn,

i). D., Rev. Donald Guthrie, R. A. Lancaster, B. R. Wellford. Jr.. W. W. Henry,

M. M. Gilliam and W. C. Preston.

Respectfully submitted, J. B. SHEARER. Chairman.

The following protest, presented bv the Rev. Roger Martin for him-

self and ot-hers, was admitted to record without answer.

Certain members of South Alabama Presbytery sent to the General Assembly of

the Presbyterian Church in the L^nited States an overture, asking that the Assem-

bly review certain action of the Synod of Alabama, in dividing their presbytery

without their knowledge or consent.

The Assembly declined to sustain the overture on the ground that the synod

had "unlimited power" to erect, unite or divide presbyteries.

It is not against the decision of the Assembly in not granting the overture that

we protest, but concerning the doctrine declared in the report on the minutes of the

Synod of Alabama, describing the powers of synod as "unlimited."

1. We protest most resjiectfuUy that such language necessarily concedes to the

sj'nod ai'bitrary power.

(a), We concede that the synod has exclusive authority in erecting, uniting, and
dividing presbyteries, and that it may initiate and conclude such action as is

deemed for the interest of the church.

{h) , But we contend that its authority is not of the nature of "unlimited

power."

( 1 ) , Because the genius of Presbyterianism is that nothing shall be arbitrary.

It is clear to us that, if the power is unlimited in the erection, union, or division of

presbyteries, then this is absolute monarchy, within such a sphere.

(2), Because unlimited power would grant to the synod the right to act without

even the knowledge of parties affected, which is manifestly unpresbyterian.

(3), Because such concession would make the law granting to the General As-

sembly the power of review and control inconsistent : for if the General Assembly

has the review and control of its records, then synod's power is not unlimited.
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2. We protest, most respectfully, because such coucession of unliuiited power

nullifies the following words in Section 5, Article 4, Paragraph 84, of Book of

Church Order, where, in defining powers of the synod, it is expressly stated: "In

general, to take such order with respect to presbyteries, sessions and clmrches as

may be in conformity with the word of God and the established rules.''

(a), We contend that a proper interpretation of this parauraph limits the

power of the synod in erecting, uniting and dividing presbyteries, viz., that it shall

be done according to the word of God and established rules.

(b) , We contend that the word of God and the established rules of our church

are to condemn no man unheard and change no boundary of presbyter^' until the

parties are heard.

3. We protest, most respectfully, because such concession of unlimited power

is necessarily subversive of a truly representative government in ecclesiastical

affairs.

Respectfully submitted.

ROGER MARTIN, E. A. SMITH,
T. D. CARTLEDGE, M. B. PORTER,
P. B. PRICE, P. F. PRICE,
JOSEPH RENNIE, H. McC. MILLER.
W. H. MILEY,

The ad interim Committee on the Preparation of a Hymn-book re-

ported progress, and reqnested that the ex])enses of the committee's

meetings during the coming year, together with whatever may be neces-

sary for business trips on the part of the chairman be borne by the As-

sembly. The report was approved, and the request was granted.

Tlie Assembly had recess till S ilT) v. yi.

8 :15 o'clock p. M.

The Assembly mot.

The ^loderator announced the following coiinuittees:

Special ad Ixtekim Committee ox the Ixvalio Fund.—F. R. Beattie, D. D.,

E. il. Green, D. D., S. V. Rowland.

Committee to Prepare Pastoral Letter on Worldly Amusements.—R. P.

Kerr, D. D., R. F. Campbell, D. D., Dr. J. G. Ramsay.

Committee on Church and Christian Education.—J. B. Shearer, D. D., R. P.

Kerr, D. D., G. B. Strickler, D. D., Rev. Donald Guthrie, Hon. George L. Christian,

J. N. Cullingworth, F. H. Gaines, D. D., George Summey, D. D., E. C. Gordon, D. D.,

L. H. Blaiiton, D. D., T. R. Sampson, D. D., J. A. Mecklin, D. D., Pres. E. R.

Long, Rev. W. E. INIcIlwaiiic, Rev. D. N. McLaughlin, A. B. Curric, D. D., G. W.

Jlacrae.

The Moderator was added to the Committee on Church and Chris-

tian Education.
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The Committee ou Leave of Absence made the following report,

which was ordered to be recorded

:

Tlie Committee on Leave of Absence beg leave to report that they have granted

leave of absence to commissioners as follows

:

After Tuesday—Rev. R. L. Telford. After Wednesday—Elders C. C. Varnadoe,

Savannah; J. W. Person, Mississippi; B. Leland, North Mississippi, and J. D.

Hutton, Nashville. After Thursday—Revs. W. N. Scott, J. W. Quarterman, B. H.

Gilmore, D. Fairley, R. A. White, Russell Cecil, J. E. Hobson, and H. M. Brearley,

Elders J. S. Gooch, Nashville; W. B. Murphy, Wilmington; L. Richardson, Orange;

J. H. Sadler, St. Johns; C. H. Wolf, Mecklenburg; W. P. Beman, Augusta; J. D.

Murphy, Ashville ; J. H. Miller, North Alabama ; J. G. Cook, Chesapeake ; John T.

Watson, Roanoke; J. M. Preston, Abingdon; J. H. Lapsley, Transylvania; George

C. Smith, Athens, and Hector McLean, Fayetteville. After Friday morning's ses-

sion—RevB. H. S. Davidson, B. L. Price, I. M. Auld, A. S. Moffett and T. D. Cart-

ledge, and Elder J. A. Shepperson, Ouachita.

Respectfully submitted, A. E. GROVER, Chairman.

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Woodrow, the thanks of the Assembly

were tendered to the Moderator as follows

:

Resolved, Tliat the hearty thanks of the General Assembly be tendered to the

Moderator, the Rev. Dr. J. F. Cannon, for the courteous, able, impartial, and every

way admirable manner in which he has discharged his duties as our presiding

officer.

The following expression of thanks was adopted by a rising vote

:

The General Assembly desires hereby to express its deep sense of the generous

and cordial hospitality of the families who have entertained tlie members of the

Assembly during their stay in Richmond, and to convey to them, in this imperfect

manner, our heartfelt thanks for their continued and most thoughtful kindness. It

has refreshed us, and delighted us day by day, and has contributed to make this

meeting of our Assembly an unusually bright and happy meeting.

The Assembly would also return its very sincere thanks to the Ladies Aid

Society of this the First Presbyterian Church for the pleasant excursion on the

James river, planned and provided by them; to the Covenanters for their reception

on Saturday night; to the faculty and students of Union Seminary for their de-

lightful reception in the handsome new buildings of that Christian institution;

to the Young Ladies' Auxiliary Society of the First Church for their attentive,

graceful, and helpful service at the Assembly post-office; to the organist and

the choristers of the church for the music we needed in our services, and to

the Committee of Arrangements, whose plans and appointments were so com-

plete.

May the covenant benediction of our God rest upon this church, its pastor,

officers, and families, and all who have manifested their Christian interest and sym-

pathj' in this meeting of our General Assembly.

The Assembly would also record its appreciation of the good will of the railroads

in granting a reduction of fare to the commissioners of this Assembly; also to the

press of the city for their notices of our daily sessions.
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The minutes of to-day's sessions were read and approved.

It was ordered that tliis Assembly be now dissolved, and that another

Assembly, to be chosen in like manner, shall meet in the Central Pres-

byterian Clmrcli, in the city of Atlanta, Ga., on the third Thnrsday

of May, 1900, at eleven o'clock a. m.

Closed with singing and prayer, and the benediction by the Moder-

ator.

EGBERT P. FARRIS, Permanent Clerh.

William A. Alexander. Stated Clerh.
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I. REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE NARRATIVE.

The Committee on the Narrative respectfully reports that papers on this svibject

liave come into our hands from seventy-one of our seventy-seven presbj^teries.

These papers profess to answer, with more or less definiteness, some ten or a dozen

inquiries touching the all-important matter of practical religion. If it Avere pos-

sible to obtain reports from our presbyteries characterized by entire accuracy and
completeness, a proper digest of them would render practicable a succinct and satis-

factory summary of the state of vital godliness within tlie limits of our beloved

Zion.

Although the statements in very many of these reports are not so definite as

might be desired, yet an examination of them has left iipon the mind of your com-

mittee the following impressions

:

1. Our congregations are very generally supplied with the preaching of the

word, the cases of entire destitution being veiy few. The attendance of the people

upon the public worship of God is good. It is a sure symptom of spiritual life and

health when God's people have a longing for the courts of his house.

2. It appears that the holy Sabbath continues to command the reverential regard

of the people of God. It is probably true that the command "Remember the Sab-

bath day to keep it holy"' receives at the hands of many a A'ery imperfect obedience,

and yet the reported instances of decided laxity or ojien desecration are so rare, and
the testimony to its general observance is so uniform, that Ave must belicA-e that at

least God's OAvn people among us still prize this ordinance as a precious means of

grace, and look upon it as the lowlander looks upon his dyke.

3. Accordingly. Ave find that the general tenor of the Presbyterial reports in-

dicates that the spirituality of God's people is not on the decline. With a remark-

able degree of uniformity tliey affirm that harmful forms of Avorldliness do not pre-

A-ail. There seems to be a growing interest in the things that pertain to the king-

dom of God, and an increasing zeal for the maintenance of his cause and the diffu-

sion of his truth.

4. Yet the picture is not Wholly bright. The impression left by these tidings

leceived from our broad field is not wholly pleasant. With a depressing and painful

uniformity our presbyteries report a lamentable neglect of the family altar and
reliyious home training of children. It is not easy to obtain the data requisite for

satisfactory sessional reports touching these A'ital features of that A-ital subject,

family religion, and hence there is room for hope that the shading of the reports

at this point may be too deep. Still Ave cannot diA'est ourseh-es of the conA'iction

that there now exists an imperative demand for a A^ery general and radical reform

in tlie matter—the all-important matter—of family religion—the building and

maintenance of God's church in tlie liouse.

Respectfully submitted. W. J. McKAY, CJiainnan.
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II. ABSTEACT OF THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE CO:\UMITTEE

OF FOREIGN MISSIONS.

Notwithstanding some difficulties and hindrances, the work in all our mission

fields has been greatly prospered and blessed. The China Mission has suffered, per-

haps, more seriously than in any previous year from failure of health among ils

members. The African Mission has been hampered by delay in obtaining the neces-

sary "concessions'" for the new stations opened at Dombi and Ibanj. The Japanese

Mission has sufi'ered from the loss of one missionary family, and from the inability

of the Executive Committee to supply funds for the return of two other families at

the end of their year's furlough at home. Several members of the Korean Mission

have suffered loss of time from ill health, brought on by living in unsanitary native

houses, and by overwork in tr^ying to meet, with an inadequate force, the demands

made on them by their continually increasing opportunities. In Northern Brazil

drouth and famine have made country woik in some places, during a part of the

year, almost impossible.

Notwithstanding these hindrances the statistical reports show an addition of

484 members on profession of faith, which might have been largely increased but

for the great care and caution exercised by all our missions in admitting members

to full communion in the native churches. The number of inquirers and applicants

for membership reported is much larger than in any previous year of our history.

Tlie largest number of additions in any one mission was 128, in the Mission of

Southern Brazil, where we have only four ordained workers and only three engaged

in the regular evangelistic work.

One new station was opened in Korea, \yith this exception no enlargement of

the work has been attempted in any of the older fields.

The Assembly of 1898 authorized the Executive Committee to found a mission

in Cuba whenever the way should be clear. At no time during the year has the

condition of the treasury been such as would warrant us in drawing on the receipts

for our regular work to inaugurate this new enterprise. At the same time the cor-

respondence of the office showed that there was a strong desire in many parts of

the church that the work should be begun. In the early fall one of our pastors in

Kentucky published an appeal to the young people's societies in that synod to

subscribe ten dollars or more each as a special contribution for work in Cuba,

which appeal was responded to from all parts of the church, until, at the meeting of

the committee in ilarch, the Treasurer reported that he had received from this

source $6.50, in cash, to -ether with pledges of several hundred dollars, to be paid

when called for. On the basis of this report of the treasurer, the committee in-

structed Rev. .1. G. Hall, of our JNIexican Mission, who was specially fitted for the

work by his knowledge of the language and familiarity with the country from

previous visits, to proceed to Cuba as soon as he could make his arrangements to

do so, to investigate the field, decide as to the most suitable place, and initiate and

carry on the work until suitable men could be found and sent as permanent mission-

aries to Cuba. At the date of this report, the conunittee is seeking for such men,

and will send them to Cuba as soon as they are found and the funds are in sight

for their supjiort.

On the night of December KJth, our buildings at Hangcliow, China, were wrecked

by the accidental explosion of a powder magazine, situated only a few hundred
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yards distant from tliem. They were occupied at tlie time \>y Rev. George Hudson
and family, Aliss Emerson, Miss jNIattliews, and Aliss Hoardman, and by a number
of girls and native teachers in the boarding school. Although the walls and ceilings

of several of the buildings were thrown down, by a most remarkable and merciful

interposition of Providence no lives were lost, and no very serious bodily injuries

were sustained. Mr. Hudson's Chinese servants heroically exposed their lives in

rescuing his children from the debris, and the girls in the school behaved with such

quietness and self-possession as showed the excellence of the training they had
received in tJie school. The missionaries of other churches at Hangchow showed
every possible kindness, taking our missionaries into their homes and rendering

them help. For this they have received the thanks of the committee, and we recom-

mend that the Assembly take formal action expressing its appreciation of their

kindness.

Our mission made no formal demand on the Chinese government for indemnity

for their loss, believing that while they had a technical right to do so, the interest

of our cause would be best served by making no such demand. Our consul at

Shanghai presented a claim for indemnity, but his doing so was without the sug-

gestion or approval of our mission, and, at the mission's request, was withdrawn.
The governor of Hangchow made a personal donation of .$3,000 (Mexican) , equal to

about .$1,.500 United States currency, towards the repair of the buildings, for which
a letter of thanks was sent to him by the committee. The mission was instructed to

draw on the regular appropriations for the remainder that might be found neces-

sary to put the buildings in habitable shape, and an appeal was published to the

church for special contributions to replace the amount just used. Up to April 1st,

about $1,500 had been received in answer to this appeal.

The Assembly of 1898 instructed the committee to build and send out the Congo
boat as soon as it could be done, consistently with due care and prudence. Owing
to lack of unanimity in the African ^Mission on the sul)ject during the earlier part

of the year it was thought prudent to delay action other than the .securing of

estimates from builders. But in the month of January a letter was received, signed

by all the male members of the mission, expressing the opinion that the boat had
now become a necessity, and informing us that Dr. Snyder had been commissioned
to go to London to superintend its construction and transport to the field. At the

nu-eting of tlie committee in March, Dr. Snyder was instructed to secure and submit
to the committee bids and specifications for a steamer, which can be delivered and
put up on the river at Stanley Pool, ready for use, at a cost not exceeding .$10,000.

The amount of the fund in the committee's hands is $10,39.3.09.

The receipts from all sources during the year, including $246.40 of funds ex-

pended and returned, were $145,236.50. Net receipts $144,990.10. This is $l,0o3'.31

less than the receipts for last year. The balance in the treasury on April 1. 1898,

belonging to the General Fund was $161.17. The disbursements for the year, ex-

cluding repayment for borrowed funds were $145,343.48, leaving a balance in the

treasury on April 1, 1899. of $54.19. We are, therefore, able to report the closing

of another year without a debt. This result has only been attained by carefully ob-

serving the instruction of the last General Assembly, not to increase the number of

our missionaries, "if such increase should increase expenditures beyond the proba-

ble income, rigidly estimating future receipts by past experience."

Only four missionaries were sent out during the year. Of these one went at his

own charges, and the salary of one other was provided by contributions from the

field to which she was sent.
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The Soutlieni r>ia/.il Mission was bereaved by the death of Mrs. Charles R.

Morton, which occurred in Fredericksburg, Va., on October 22, 1S98. ^liss Minnie

M. Gunn, of the Mexican Mission, and Rev. and Mrs. R. B. Grinnan, of the Japan

Mission, retired from service during the year. The number now on our roll is 15.3,

exactly the same as that reported last year.

All our missions are so much in need of reinforcement that it is difficult to dis-

criminate as to which of them are more so than the others.

The committee now has under appointment six men and eight women. This

number could have been many times multiplied if any call had been made for

workers accompanied by the assurance that they could be sent out. The number of

applicants whose cases are now under consideration is eight. But the number on

our roll is as large as the income of the past year will properly support, and can-

not be safely added to until the church is sufficiently convinced of the importance of

the work to enlarge its contributions in a substantial way. In addition to his

office correspondence, the secretary has visited steadily among the churches, having

been able, however, to answer only a small proportion of the calls made upon him

for that kind of Avork. That we should have to report as the result of all these

efl'orts no increase in the number of our missionary force, and a decrease instead

of advance in our year's receipts, is a state of things for which a small balance on

the credit side of our ledger is hardly an adecpiate consolation.

The circulation of The Missionari/ has decreased during the year, the number of

paying subscribers now on the roll being 10,034, as against about 10,926 at the

close of last year. The issue for the month of March was about 12,800 copies. The

cost of publication and distribution was $6,035-.49, and the receipts from subscrip-

tions and advertisements was $5,829.69. In these sum totals are included tlie

amounts paid out and received for Bibles offered as premiums to subscribers.

The circulation of The Children's Missionary has decreased, the number of pay-

ing subscribers now on the list being 5,140, as against about 6,385 at the close of

last year. The cost of publication and distribution was $2,052.24. The amount

received from subscriptions and advertisements was $1,492.66.

Three thousand five hundred copies of the Prayer Calendar were issued, at an

estimated cost of printing and mailing of $471.75. Copies were distributed free to

our ministers, and copies were sold amounting to $346.24.

In the situation as regards the Campinas property, there is little change since

our last report. The part of the property unencumbered by the provisions of Mr.

Lane's will is in our possession, awaiting a favorable opportunity to be sold. The

friendly suit reported last year, as having been instituted to gain a fee simple title

to the other part, has made little progress, and neither the committee nor our

attorney in Brazil, Rev. S. R. Gammon, have been able to eff"ect any change in the

traditional experience of those who hope in vain for celerity of movement in the

proceedings of courts of law.

At the Annual Conference of ^Mission Boards and Societies, held in Xew York,

in 189(>, a movement was initiated looldng to the holding of a world's conference on

foreign missions in this country in the year 1900 similar to the one held in London

in 1888. A general committee, representing all the boards and societies, of which

the secretary and Rev. J. I. Vance, D. D., are the members representing our Execu-

tive Committee, having the matter in charge, made its report to the Annual Con-

ference held in Xew York in January, 1899. A copy of the proceeding's of the New
York Conference, containing the report of that committee in full, will be placed in

the hands of the Standing Committee on Foi-eign Missions of this Assembly. Tlie
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general plan of the proposed confei'ence is that it be hekl in the city of New York,

and that all the topics and questions connected with the work in all its branches

shall be considered in jjapers and discussions, which shall be afterwards published

in a volume for the use of foreign mission workers througliout the world. The Ex-

ecutive Committee recommends that this Assembly signify to those having the

matter in charge the willingness of our church to give its hearty cooperation in the

movement.

A number of additional Woman's Presbyterial Unions have been organized

during the year. So far as known they are all organized and conducted in strict

subordination to Presbyterial authority, and have been doing a valuable work in

the way of increasing missionary interest and organizing missionary efl'ort in the

churches represented in them.

Annual Eeport of Erskine Reed, Treasurer, for Fiscal Year Ending IVIarch

31, 1899.

Receipts.

P>alance on hand April 1, 1898, General Fund, $1G1 17

Balance on hand April 1, 1898, Congo Boat Fund 2,393 09

$2,554 26

From churches, $57,732 97

From Sabbath-schools, 6,653 96

From Missionary Societies, 40,053 59

From legacies, dividends, etc., 10,553 68

From interest, 480 00

From leaflets, 167 77

From miscellaneous sources, 21,660 99

From The Missionary, $5,829 69

I'^rom The Children's Missionary, 1,492 66

From the Prayer Calendar, 346 24

From Illustrated Missionary Lands, 18 55

7,687 14

144,990 10

Money received, already reported as receipts 208 65

Money forwarded, 37 75

$147,790 76

Disbursements.

Missions.

Northern Brazil Mission, $12,824 93

Southern Brazil Mission, 11,055 96

China Mission, 41,931 33

Congo Mission, 18,279 16

Japan Mission, 19,375 03

Korea Mission, 11,705 00

Mexico Mission, 6,622 40

Cuba Mission, 150 00

General (annuities and special grants) , 1,125 55

$123,069 45
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Periodicals, etc.

The Missionary, $6,035 49 ^

The Children's Missionary, 2,052 24

The Prayer Calendar, 471 75

The Illustrated Mission Lands, 9 65

$8,569 13

Funds forwarded and special appropriations 1,382 30

Sundries and Annual Keport, 1,866 07

Expense Accouni.

Salaries, $7,374 96

OfRce rent, stationery, etc., 995 74

Postage, 968 78

Printing, 19 00

Travelling expense, 1,013 25

10.371 73

Interest, temporary loans, 84 80

Congo Boat Fund, loaned, 2.030 00

Balance on liand. General Fund 54 19

Balance on hand, Congo Boat Fund, 363 09

417 28

$147,790 76

Resovhces of General Fund for Fiscal Year Beginning April 1. 1899.

Bahance in bank, $•>! 19

Advanced payments on fiscal year beginning April 1, 1899,

including a balance reported by missions, available for

1899, 13,501 40

$13,555 50

Congo Boat Fund.

Cash on liand, $363 09

Loans, secured by real estate and personal endorsement, . . 10,030 00

$10,393 09

Salaries.

Sahiry of the secretary, per annum, $2,500 00

Sahiiy of the editor, per annum, 1,800 00

Salary of the treasurer, per annum, 1,500 00
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III. ABSTRACT OF THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMIT-

TEE OF HOME MISSIONS.

General Financial Statement.

Total in the hands of the treasurer during the year, $63,408 70

Made up as follows

:

Receipts of the year for Home Missions, Moore and In-

valid Funds, in cash, $50,177 20

Interest on Mrs. Viser's Endowment Fund, 28 11

Total actual receipts for causes, $50,205 31

Also collected of the invested principal of Mrs. Viser's

Endowment, 121 89

Returned on Invalid Fund, money sent out during the

previous year, not used, 28 50

Total received during the year, $50,355 70

On hand April 1, 18,98, cash, $11,528

Railroad bond, 1,000

Mrs. Viser's Endowment Fund, '.
. 525

$13,053 00

$63,408 70

Disbursements.

Un account of Home Missions, Moore and Invalid

Funds, $42,556 01

To Mrs. Viser from Endowment Fund, 150 00

Expense account, 4,367 46

Actual disbursements, $47,073 47

Amount of Viser Fund reinvested in the early part of

the year, 525 00

$47,598 47

Balance on hand March 31, 1898 (including rail-

road bond $1,000) , 15,810 23

63,408 70

Receipts from legacies, $3,796.43; from Loan Fund, $271.75; from interest on

railroad bond, $50; contributions, $30,692.51 ; total receipts, $34,810.69. Add' on

hand April 1, 1898, cash, $9,456.90, and one railroad bond, $1,000, and we have

total in the hands of the treasurer for Home Missions during the year, $45,267.59.

The total outlay for field work has been $29,251.01. Expenses, $3,028.19, were paid,

and the year closed with a balance on hand of cash $11,988.39, and a railroad bond

$1,000 (bearing five per cent, interest), the market valwe of which at this writing

is eleven cents above par.

80
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Tlie wliole number of ministers and teachers wliose support your committee sup-

plied in whole or in part was one hundred and twenty-four.

Thirteen years have now elapsed since the Assembly instructed its conunittee to

make loans without interest as a debt of honor, to feeble congregations to aid them

in erecting houses of worship. As much as $7,305 have been loaned to fifty-four

white churches, including three to which loans have been made during the year.

The Assembly canceled one loan of $300. During the past year six white

churches have returned $269.25 on the amounts loaned to them, which, added to

$3,790.24 previously returned, gives a total returned and canceled of $4,365.49, and

leaA'es $2,939.51 outstanding loans to white churches, some of which are not yet due.

The sum of $255 was loaned, eight to ten years ago, to five colored congregations,

which have returned, including $2.50 returned during the past year, as much as

$128, making the total outstanding loans to white and colored, $3,066.51. Of the

Moore Fund the sum of $2,306.17 of the principal, with $123.35 accrued interest

—

total $2,429.52, is outstanding. Some of this has been, for several years past, due,

but is secured by mortgages. No loans were made during this year.

There was an increase in church contributions for Home Misaions of $846.87

;

an increase in contributions from societies of $36.05, and a decrease in Sabbath-

school contributions of $352.01, giving a gain in the aggregate contributions from

churches, societies and Sabbath-schools of $530.91 over their contributions last year,

and being by that amount the best contribution they have made under our present

plan. The total receipts for Home Missions from all sources were less than those of

the previous year by $280.60.

Receipts for the Invalid Fund from contributions, $14,384.13, to wliich add

$28.50 returned to the treasury—money which was sent out during the previous

year, but was not used—to this add $160.60 cash on hand at the beginning of the

year, and we have a total of $14,573.23 in the hands of the treasurer during the

year. The sum of $13,305 was paid out to 57 presbyteries, giving aid to 38 aged or

infirm ministers and to the widows and orphans of 103 ministers deceased. Of

these beneficiaries, six aged ministers and three widows passed away during the

year. Expenses amounting to $1,254.02 were paid, and the year closed with $14.21

cash on hand.

The increase in contributions to the cause this year over those of last year has

been $2,764.33.

The secretary spent the month of April in attendance upon seven presbyteries

(and in presenting the causes of the ofiice in several of the larger churches) of Ar-

kansas, Texas and the Indian Territory. He conversed and consulted freely with

the presbyteries and with their committees. The cry made for so many years, by all

denominations, that the rapid increase of population in the West, and the prospec-

tive importance of that section, is calling imperatively for active and immediate

missionary work, has proved to be an old, old story, but, like another old, old story,

it never ceases to be true. The call for this activity becomes more and more im-

perative with each passing year. The secretary repjjrts that he was impressed

during his visit by these facts: That the presbyteries were almost universally

cheered by the evidences of God's blessing upon their work, and especially so as to

his blessing upon the work of the last few years; and that heini: inspired by the

almost universal hope of speedy results they were everywhere energetically at work.

The migratory life of people who went into those Western sections in former years

is rapidly becoming a thing of the past; communities are now taking on a settled,

crystalized form. This gives more hope of success in building up stable churches,
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and makes an absolute demand for immediate work. The opportune hour is upon

us, and we can accomplish now what cannot be accomplished later.

Payments to missionaries were made promptly during the year, and in nearly

all cases were made every six weeks instead of at the end of every three months, as

required by the Manual.

The receipts for the Invalid Fund in 1892, not counting legacies, were $1.5,902.

Then came a falling off until last year, we reported receipts of only $11,619, not

counting a small legacy, and this paid only 65 cents on the dollar of the amounts

which presbyteries asked for the beneficiaries. Now we have the gratifying fact

before us that more earnest attention was given to this cause during the last year,

and its total receipts increased by over $2,700, were consequently larger than in

any year since 1892. The fund for the year has paid 90 cents on the dollar of

amounts asked by the presbyteries for the beneficiaries. A similar increase this

year in July will pay the beneficiaries in full, and the increase last year shows that

only a little more earnest attention to the July collection is necessary to secure the

amount needed. Some presbyteries have sent overtures to this Assembly concerning

this fund. Your committee submits that all plans have been considered and tenta-

tively tried by the Assembly, and that it is now perfectly plain that the present

plan of the Assembly is, all things considered, the best that can be proposed.

A brief history of the office work, from 1861 to 1898, inclusive, prepared by the

secretary, was published during the year, and copies sent to our ministers and to

the officers of the several hundred societies and to others. The exhibit showed that

the amount handled by this office from April, 1866, to April, 1898, was $1,617,153.

The following statements are taken from pages 32-33 of that history:

"We know that the Central Treasury up to April 1, 1898, aided in the erection

(in a few cases in the repair) of 649 church buildings, of which 238 were in Florida,

Arkansas, Texas, Indian Territory and New Mexico.

"We know that in our schools in the Indian Territory and among the ilexicans

in Texas, religious truth has been taught to probably as many as 2,000 children

and youths.

"The number of ministers whose support and consequently whose services as

pastors and evangelists were, by this fund secured, ran from 118 in 1869 to about

290 in 1893. For the last ten years of the old plan, 1884 to 1893, the average num-
ber of ministers whose services were thus secured was over 250. It is not possible

to separate the results of their work from the sum total of work accomplished by

them and by the pastors of the strong churches in the presbyteries to which they

belong. Since 1870, there has been an increase of 1,244 organized churches, and

nearly 131,000 communicants.

"We estimate that the white population of that portion of the country in which

our church exists grew from nine millions in 1870 to eighteen millions in 1898,

being a gain in the entire white population in our field of 100 per cent. Our entire

church membership in the same years has increased (Missouri estimated), 152 per

cent. The white population in that portion of the country (Arkansas, Florida,

Texas, Indian Territory and New Mexico) in which the Assembly does its work
chiefly was, in 1870, about 1,150,000. It is now about four millions, being a gain in

white population in these States and Territories of about 240 per cent. Our church

membership in this field in the same years has increased 408 per cent. The amount
of money raised by the whole church for all purposes in 1870 was (Missouri esti-

mated), $965,058; amount raised by same for all purposes in 1898, $1,848,969

—

gain nearly 92 per cent. Amount raised by Florida, Arkansas, Texas and Indian
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Territory for all purposes in 1870 was $83,111; amount for same in 1898, $258,170
•—gain 210 per cent."

We recommend that the $127 due on loans from the colored churches be canceled,

as there is no probability of its payment.

IV. ABSTRACT OF THE REPORT OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF EDUCA-

TION FOR THE MINISTRY.

Due efforts haA^'e been made to prosecute, with all possible economy, this work in

accordance with the instructions of the last General Assembly. The efficient clerk

of the committee has sei'ved without remuneration. The directors of the Union

and Planters Bank continue to us, without charge, the use of their rooms for

our meetings, and your treasurer has again given us, without cost to the com-

mittee, through the Memphis National Bank, of which he is president, all necessary

exchange.

The salary of the secretary was made $1,500, and that of the treasurer $100 per

annum, being the same as that paid to each last year.

The maximum appropriation in behalf of each beneficiary was made $75. It is

not, however, the judgment of your committee that this sum is sufficient, in each

case, for your beneficiaries. On the contrary many beneficiaries need and should

have more than $75 to supplement their limited means. But judging from both the

contributions and the number of beneficiaries in the past, we believe we would not

be able to pay more than this sum this year.

While we have endeavored, in accordance with the instructions of the last Gen-

eral Assembly, to aid those only who have been in theological seminaries and in

college classes proper, we have failed, in a few instances, through no fault of our

own, as we think, to restrict appropriations to these. Through misapprehension

on the part of some of the presbyteries of either the Assembly's plan, or of the

grade of study of their candidates, seven young men, who were really "academical

students," were recommended to us as being in college, in regular college classes.

Not being properly informed touching these cases we made appropriations as per

applications, and also payments on these appropriations. But detecting the error

in each case we have sought, with partial success, to recover the money so paid, the

total sum thus disbursed not exceeding $100.

Last July we apportioned among the presbyteries $30,000 to be raised for this

cause tliis year, and notified each presbytery prior to its fall meeting of the amount

it was requested to raise.

It is to be regretted that yoxir committee have been unable to obtain from some

of the presbyteries important information concerning this work within their respec-

tiA'e bounds.

Just before the spring meetings of the presbyteries the secretary, in communi-

cating information, sent a circular letter to each of the presbyteries asking im-

portant, pertinent questions as to their cooj^eration with tlie committee; as to their

efforts to secure from their churches in November and in April collections for this

cause without allowing other things to interfere with it; as to the number oi their

candidates, beneficiaries and non-beneficiaries; as to the amount of money given

to their beneficiaries in addition to what is given through your committee; and as

to the character, conduct and progress of their candidates. We had hoped to
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gather, by this means, valuable information for the Assembly in regard to minis-

terial education. But we were sorely disappointed, for only twenty-three of the

seventy-five presbyteries responded.

From these responses, however, and from other sources, we gather information

sufficient, as we suppose, to warrant us in saying

:

1. That in some presbyteries cooperation is scarcely more than nominal.

2. That the montlis of November and April, though set apart by the General

Assembly for this cause, are not devoted entirely, in some instances not even chiefly

to it. On the contrary, some of our strongest synods enjoin upon their churches

a collection in November, or in April, or in both, for other causes of a more local

character. It is easy to see that these other causes, appealing as they do to local

interest and s\^npathy, might seriously interfere witli the contributions for our

work.

3. While it may be possible to ascertain from the reports of the presbyteries

sent up to the Assembly the exact number of our candidates for the ministry, it is

impossible to ascertain how many of them are beneficiaries.

4. It is equally difficult to ascertain how much money is given annually by our

church for beneficiary education. Of the money reported last year for education

only about thirty-three per cent, passed through your treasury as for beneficiary

education. We have no reason to believe that the proportion will differ materially

this year, yet is it not reasonably certain that more than thirty-three per cent, of

our gifts for education is for beneficiary education?

5. Another serious fact demanding attention is that very few of our presbyteries,

so far as we can learn, know how much money is given annually to their bene-

ficiaries who are on our roll, in addition to the appropriations we make. Yet the

meager sum we give must be, and in many instances actually is, supplemented

largely by friends or churches, or institutions in which they are pursuing their

studies.

6. Turning from this, a very pleasing feature of this work is, that so far as we
can obtain information, the character, conduct and progress of your beneficiaries

are, with rare exceptions, excellent.

W^e have enrolled, upon application of presbyteries, 215 beneficiaries. This is

5 less than were enrolled last year, and might seem to indicate a decrease in the

number of candidates. Such, however, is not the case, for it should be remembered

in this connection that of those aided last year 17 were academical students, while

only 7 of those enrolled this year are in this class; and they were enrolled under

misapprehension and subsequently dropped. Had we continued to aid academical

students as heretofore, it is probable the total number this year would have been

greater than for many years yast. Of these 116 are theological, 32 being seniors, 47

in the middle class, 37 juniors; 99 are in college.

Of those drawing full appropriations from our treasury, nine have received

through us from other sources $544.37 in addition to our appropriation. Six of

those enrolled have received nothing on the appropriations made for them, because

either they did not pursue their studies, or for some other reason were not entitled

to aid, thus leaving 209 actually aided by us.

As the treasurer's appended report shows, we have received this year from all

sources $16,808.96. Disbursed to candidates $16,852.47.
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G. W. Macrae, Treasurer, Education for the Ministry.

May 15, 1898, Balance on hand, $157 74

Total receipts since that time, 10,726 05

$16,883 79

Disbursements.

Remitted Students, $14,817 32

Salary of secretary, 1,500 00

Salary of treasurer, 100 00

Travelling expenses of secretary, 218 00

Printing' annual report, 02 50

Printing, stationery and postage, 154 05

$16,852 47

Balance on hand, 31 32

Respectfully submitted, G. W. MACRAE, Treasurer.

V. ABSTRACT OF THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
OF PUBLICATION.

In submitting to the General Assembly its thirty-eighth Annual Report, the

Executive Coirmiittee feels constrained to speak, first of all, of the great loss sus-

tained by the committee, and by the whole church, in the death of Rev. Moses D.

Hoge, D. D., LL. D., who not only was a most efficient member of the committee

from its organization, but has been for thirty years its chairman, and the president

of the Board of Trustees from the date of its charter to the time of liis death, on

ilie 0th of January last. During this long period of service, though constantly

pressed with other duties and responsibilities, he never failed to respond to all

claims upon his time and attention imposed by these offices.

In the earliest years of the committee's existence it was due to his energy and

persistence that a supply of God's word and other religious literature was obtained

from abroad for the use of the great armies that were gathered during the years

of civil strife; and in the wreck of all material prosperity througliout our South-

land that followed, no one brought to the work of the organization and reestablish-

ment of the publication interests of our church greater weight of influence, wiser

counsel, or more patient industry than he. When, at a later period, disaster came

upon the cause he loved, and it seemed for a time that the business of the com-

mittee was utterly wrecked, the burden of anxiety fell upon none with greater

weight than upon Dr. Hoge, and his name, his influence, and his personal effort were

large factors in regaining the confidence of our people, in replacing wasted re-

sources, and in laying anew the foundations of successful enterprise.

Few men could have brouglit to tliat part of the work of our committee which

consists in passing upon the abundant material off'ered for publication a literary

taste as exquisite, a scholarship as accurate, or a judgment as infallible as his;

and it is due in no small decree to him that our standard has been so liigh, and has

been so persistently maintained.

In a long life, filled with great responsibilities and with great services to the

church, the service rendered in connection with the work of this committee will not

be counted least.

In comparing the list of "Issues from the Press" with that of last year, it
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appears that the total issues of 1899 are considerably larger than in 1898, but the

new issues are less in number, and perhaps less in importance.

Attention is called to the fact that the demand for the Shorter Catechism does

not fail from year to year. Last year we printed 41,000, and this year 43,000. The

list is significant also as showing the steady demand for other standard Presby-

tciian literature.

Obedient to the instructions of the General Assembly of 1898, the Executive

Committee has purchased of Rev. R. P. Kerr, D. D., the copyright and stereotype

plates of the Hymns of the Ages, together with the stock of the same on hand at

that date, and has offered it to our churches at reduced rates.

In our sales department the volume of business has varied very little from

that of last year, but is a trifle less in amount. The character of our book business

is such that we cannot expect much patronage outside of our own church ; there is,

therefore, the more reason that our people should give us a hearty and united sup-

port, and supply themselves through us with such literature as they may need, of

whatever character.

In this connection vre deem it proper to refer to the relation which the com-

mittee sustains toward all literature sold in its depository otlier than that bearing

its own imprint.

In the first place, we do not formally endorse any, or hold ourselves respon-

sible for the teachings of any, except such as bear the imprint of the committee.

In the second place, we hold that it is a part of our duty to furnish our patrons

such literature as they desire, even though we cannot endorse the teachings (theo-

logical or other) which such literature may contain.

The table that follows gives the issues of our Sunday-school papers during the

year. There has been growth in circulation in all except The Children's Friend, on

the list of which there appears a slight decline:

April 1, 1899.

Earnest Worker, 222,000

Children's Friend, 1,095,000

Pearls, 950,000

Pictorial Lessons, 90,000

Lesson Quarterly, 132,000

Primary Quarterly, 65,000

Lesson Papers, 900,000

Our colportage work lias been restricted by want of means, as in previous years

;

but the following table shows a larger amount of work accomplished than in the

previous year, and a larger number of colporteurs employed, though of the list

given only three have been employed during the whole year.

CoLPORTEUUs Engaged.

Rev. William Crowe, Synod of Kentucky, resigned.

Mr. John G. Barclay, Synod of Kentucky.

Rev. D. T. Towles, Synod of North Carolina, resigned.

Rev. W. A. Zeigler, Synod of ISTorth Carolina, resigned.

J. K. Coit, Synod of North Carolina.

Rev. L. H. Query, Synod of South Carolina.

Rev. R. L. Fulton, Synod of Georgia.

Rev. Ro. Morrison, D. D., Synod of Missouri.

Rev. J. C. Smith, Synod of Mississippi.

Samuel Lacy, Synod of Virginia.
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Work Accomplished.

Total number of days' service, ] ,209

Miles travelled, 13,957

Sabbath-schools organized, 6

Sabbath-schools visited, 131

Prayer-meetings held, 118

Addresses delivered, 65

Sermons preached, 258

Families visited, 5,212

Books and tracts distributed (value) , $3,172.20

Total expenses, $3,365.35

In addition to the above, the Executive Committee appropriated $100 to the

support of a young man engaged in the Sabbath-school work in the mountains of

Kentucky, under the direction of the Evangelistic Committee of that Synod, and

furnished for the schools organized in that work the necessary supplies of literature.

The Sabbath-school mission work has been made more prominent during the

past year, and our colporteurs have been urged to j-ive special attention to the or-

ganization of new schools in their respective fields of labor ; and within the past

six months six such schools have been organized.

The total amount appropriated during the year to our benevolent work—dona-

tions and colportage work—was $8,588.55, or $1,583.20 more than the collection

reported at the beginning of the year.

While the collections from churches. Sabbath-schools, etc., for this cause have

gained only a few hundred dollars over that of last year, as is shown elsewhere in

this report, giving us from this source scarcely enough to meet our present rate of

expenditures in the benevolent work, a recent contribution of $5,000 to the cause

from a generous-hearted friend has placed it in the power of the committee to

enlarge our colportage and Sabbath-school missionary work, and it is proposed to

employ such measures as will develop especially the latter feature of this work.

The total value donated to missions, churches and Sunday-schools during the

year past is $5,722.13, or $1,059.60 more than was given last year, and more than

four-fiftlis of the total contributions which have been placed in our hands. Besides

the ordinary charges upon this fund, a liberal appropriation has been made during

the year, at the suggestion of the Secretary for Colored Evangelization, for the

supply of some of our colored ministers with some necessary books, as well as with

tract literature for their work. We have reason to believe that none of the grants

made by the committee have been more profitably bestowed.

Eight hundred and twenty-eight Bibles have been given for the perfect recita-

tion of the Shorter Catechism, and eleven hundred and eighty-seven Testaments for

the perfect recitation of the Introduction to the Shorter Catechism.

Collections.

The amount contributed by churches, Sabbath-schools and individuals during

the year was $12,408.28, but $5,000 of this was given by one individual—Mrs.

Sarah C. Ball, of the First Presbyterian Church, Galveston, Texas—so that what

may be called the regular collections was only $7,408.28, an advance on that of last

year of about 5'/^ per cent. As that was 5 per cent, increase on the collection of the

previous year, we have made an advance in the last two years of a little more than

10 per cent.
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Report of the Treasurer of Publication.

For the Year ending March 31, 1899.

James K. Hazen, Treasurer of Publication, in account with the General

Assembly of the PresbyterIxVN Church in the United States.

1898. Dr.

March 31, To balance in the Treasury, $6,504 07

1899.

March 31, To amount received from Churches, etc., $12,408 28

Royalty, Whittet & Shepperson, 4,207 77

Rents, Publishing House, 2,988 36
' Merchandise, Cash Sales, 5,326 83

Personal Accounts, 17,133 91
*' Publishers' Accounts, 64 32

$42,129 47

$48,633 54

1899. Cr.

March 31, By Insurance, $311 50

Stereotype Plates, 1,056 63
'• Advertising, 671 67

Publishing House, . 838 12

Colportage, 2,866 42

'Publishers', 13,064 21

Travelling Expenses, 384 85

Personal Accounts, 278 15

Salary, 5,999 96

Freight, 465 14

" Merchandise, 7,977 02

Donation, 2,104 01

Expense, 172 88

Furniture, 40 00

Postage, 1,440 17

$37,670 73

Cash in Treasury, 10,962 81

$48,633 54

Assets. =

Cash, $10,962 81

Real Estate, 35,000 00

Stereotype Plates 30,382 66

Furniture, 822 40

Merchandise, 27,624 74

Personal Accounts (receivable) , 14,136 81

$118,929 42

Liabilities.

Publishers' Accounts ( payable) , $1,600 78

Excess of Assets, $117,328 64

-$118,929 42



458 APPENDIX.

Publishing House Account.

April 1, 1898, to March 31, 1899.

1899. Dk.

March 31, To Rents received, $2,988 36

1899. Cr.

March 31, By Taxes, $639 42
' " Insurance, 71 87
" " Eepairs, etc., 126 83

$838 12

Net receipts, 2,150 24

$2,988 36

Donation account has been charged and merchandise account credited with

$3,616.12, making the total value of donations granted during the year $.5,722.13.

Profit and loss has been charged and stereotype plate account has been credited

with $1,512.45, being the five jier cent, annual discount allowed for depreciation in

the value of this stock.

Advertising account has been charged and merchandise account credited with

$513.39 for books used for advertising purposes.

VI. ABSTRACT FROM THE EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE

COMMITTEE OF COLORED EVANGELIZATION.

The work entrusted to this committee has the widest range of any of the de-

partments of our church's work. It includes the entering of a mission field, the

erection of churches and manses, establishing and maintaining schools, the support

of evangelists and pastors, the selection and training of a ministry—in short,

every detail connected with the elevation of a race.

This work we divide, for convenience, into the three departments of Evangelistic,

Sustentation, and Educational.

Evangelistic.

In the work of evangelization we have done next to nothing in the way of ex-

tending our work by the agency of the colored ministers. We have been anxious to

do this work, but have only recently emerged froni the shadow of debt. We do not

feel that we could properly expend money which we owed any other way than by

paying those to whom it was due. Hence that arm of our work has been paralyzed.

However, we have not failed to do what we could to extend this work. We have had

Rev. O. B. Wilson, our white evangelist, devote a part of his time to establishing

Sunday-schools among the colored people, taught by white teachers.

This is a most hopeful work. Last year we reported 13 such schools. This year

we report 23—a gain of 10.

Sustentation.

We are glad to report good work done in this line. We have paid the colored

ministers and churches $2,427, which includes all of the debt of $1,346, reported as
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due them last April. This has relieved the actual distress of many of them. It

should be said that they greatly appreciate our doing this. A good feeling seems

to pervade our entire force of workers. We have been able to do more for them
this year than for several years.

EDUCATIO>fAL.

Stillman Institute.—In this institution we have made considerable progress.

Much has been changed. Instead of furnishing board and clothes and medical at-

tention gratis, we require each student to earn his board by laboring on the farm,

and to bear all his other expenses himself.

We have also enlarged the scope of the work of this institution. We had a

faculty who could teach a large number of pupils as easily as a small one, and we
thought it well to give a larger number the benefit of this by admitting' them to the

classes in the institute. Accordingly we opened the academic department to such

male pupils as desired to enter it, and to girls under fourteen years of age. This

will increase the usefulness of this institution without adding anything to its ex-

penses. Indeed it may. reduce them, as tuition fees are chai-ged all those not con-

templating the ministry.

FiNAi^ciAL Statement of the Sxjperintendent of Stillman Institute.

Committee of Colored Evangelization in Account with 0. B. Wilson.

From April 1, 1898, to April 1, 1899— Cr.

By checks and cash from Secretaries Phillips and Lilly, $945 39

Receipts from farm and school, 74 88

Total, $1,020 27

April 1, 1898, to April 1, 1899. Dr.

To expenses as agent, $84 1

1

To expenses as evangelist, 200 00

To expenses as superintendent 129 21

To permanent improvements on Institute, 302 .56

To current expenses of the Institute, 304 39

$1,020 27

This committee can scarcely be said to be doing any other work in the educa-

tional department. The Synod of South Carolina is paying the rent for the Fer-

guson-Williams College building, and the school is in successful operation under the

management of Rev. and Mrs. E. W. Williams.

Also the Synod of North Carolina is interested in a school at North Wilkesboro,

which is doinz a good work, under the management of Rev. S. G. Walker.

We found it impossible to undertake the purchase of the Ferguson-Williams

school. We had just made a canvass of the church for Stillman Institute. We
could not follow it immediately with another to raise funds for this purchase. We
bring the following facts to your attention. The mortgagee of this property ob-

jected to our abandonment of the purchase of this school unless we should pay or

secure the payment of the four years' interest accrued on the mortgages, holding

that our expressed purpose to purchase had prevented an earlier foreclosure, thus

allowing the interest to run up. Also, members of the Synod of South Carolina

held that we were bound to purchase this property, because of an alleged compact
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with them to do so. Tlie whole question was carefully gone over by the committee.

We heard all the interested parties. We went over the ease carefully in executive

session. Then we had the matter reviewed by a sub-committee composed of men of

legal knowledge and experience. The conclusion was that we were neither legally

or morally bound for this interest.

The Independent Synod held its first meeting at Chester, S. C, January 19,

1899. This committee was represented by Rev. 0. B. Wilson, whom Ave appointed

to attend and convey our fraternal greetings and assurances of sympathy and sup-

port. Their meeting was a small one. Ten members, representing the three Pres-

byteries of North and South Carolina, Abbeville and Chester, were present.

We ha^'e decided to brinu' all our colored ministers together in a "Summer
Scliool" of ten days at Tuscaloosa. They will be diligently instructed in the various

departments of church work, and carried through some helpful books. In connec-

tion with this school there will be a meeting of the Independent Synod, and it is

hoped the organization of all our men into presbyteries of this synod.

The fact that our ministers are so widely separated has been and is a serious

menace to the success of the Independent Synod. We propose to overcome this by

organizing the scattered men into presbyteries of extensive area, and have these

presbyteries hold their meetings at the time of the meeting of the Independent

Synod. It is also proposed to make the Summer School a permanent feature of

our work. We can bring all of our men together in one full meeting once a year,

at which time they may have their sessions of their presbyteries and synod, and

also enjoy the benefits of the instruction in the Summer School.

We had from time to time advanced from the General Fund of Colored Evangeli-

zation to the Stillman Institute Special Fund sums to the amount of $1,619.21.

The contributions to this Special Fund have amounted this year to $1,.592.03, of

which amount $1,390.38 has been repaid to the General Fund, leaving $222.83 still

due from the Special to the General Fund.

We began the year with considerable indebtedness on the General Fund. On
this account we have received $6,021.51. We have paid all debts; have maintained

the work in all its departments; no curtailing of the work of the previous year,

and no failure to pay the amounts promised the workers. We close the year with

two thousand dollars to our credit in the bank, which will keep the work going

until the December collection.

But we cannot carry on the work on the above scale. It does not employ all our

ministers. It does not pay enough to the ones employed. It is not possible to sup-

port forty or fifty men on $2,500. It does not provide for evangelistic work. It

does not provide sufficiently for sustentation work. It does not even make a show

of providing- for educational work outside of Stillman Institute.

In addition to the cash receipts of the past year, we thankfully acknowledge the

gift of a house and lot in the city of Indianapolis, Ind., valued at from three to

four thousand dollars. This is the gift of one of our pastors, whose great interest

in this work has led him to make this generous gift to our cause. It is due our

former secretary, Dr. Phillips, to say that this gift was secured to our work

through his instrumentality.

We have received a most valuable donation of books from the Assembly's Com-

mittee of Publication and Colportage, enough to send several volumes of best works

and a number of tracts to each colored minister in our care.
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Statement of W. A. Powell, Treasurer.

Atlanta, Ga., June 20, 1898.

W. A. Powell. Treasurer of Colored Evangelistic Fund, in account with the Gen-

eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Cluirch in the United States from April 1, 1898,

to June 20, 1898:

Dr.

To amount in Treasury April 1, 1898. General Fund. $642 41

To amount received to June 20, 1898, for General Fund, 386 65

To amount in Treasury April 1, 1898, Stillman Institute, 496 99

To amount received to June 20, 1898, for Stillman Institute, 2.50 26

$1,776 31

Cr.

By amount paid Secretary Phillips, $1,734 59

By amount office expenses, 32 65

By balance paid Dr. Little, Treasurer, 9 07

$1,776 31

Statement of John Little, Treasurer.

In account with the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Churcli in the L'nited

States, from June 25, 1898, to March 31, 1899:

Dr.

Colored Evangelistic Fund.

To amount received from churches and Sunday-schools, $5,772 00

To amount received from miscellaneous sources, 452 86

$6,224 86

Stillman Institute.

To amount received from churches, Sunday-schools, and miscellaneous, . . .$1,342 37

!7.567 23

Cr.

By amount paid Rev. D. C. Lilly, Secretary, .• . . . $5,500 00

By balance March 31, 1899, 2,067 23

—$7,567 23

We have revised our Manual of \^'ork po as to divide the work between the

secretary and Superintendent, in the following way:

The Secretarj'^ is the executive officer of this committee. He sliall visit synjods,

presbyteries and churches, as far as practicable, in the interests of this cause, de-

voting his time to the work under the supervision of this committee.

He shall be the organ of commuirieation between this committee and the

Presbyterial Committees of Colored Evangelizatioti. and with the colored churches,

preachers and teachers.

The secretary shall be the organ of communication between this committee and

the General Assembly; shall prepare the annnal reports for the General Assembly,

first submitting them to the committee for adoption. He shall also make written
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monthly reports to the committee, briefly narrating the work done; said reports

to be filed and preserved.

It shall be the duty of the superintendent to secure new students for Stillman

Institute; to promote the organization of churches and their supply with preachers.

Also to establish Sunday-schools wherever practicable, and to aid in effecting

changes in the pastorates of the colored ministers.

He shall be the superintendent of Stillman Institute, and shall manage all its

affairs with the aid of the directors hereinbefore provided for.

In view of the fact that the Synods of Mississippi, South Carolina and North
Carolina were not cooperating with the Assembly's committee in this work, the

last Assembly adopted the report of the Standing Committee on this work "urging

all synods and presbyteries to full cooperation through the regular channel ap-

pointed." Acting upon this suggestion the Synods of Mississippi and South Caro-

lina are now cooperating with us.

VII. ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF COLUMBIA
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY.

The Board wishes to acknowledge the goodness of God to tliis time-honored

institution during the past year as exhibited in the health and comfort of the

faculty and students, and their harmony, fidelity and tranquility in the discharge

of their duties. The following facts and figures will present to the Assembly in

brief the condition of the Seminary.

There have been 24 students in the institution, 2 in the junior class, 8 in the

middle and 5 in the senior, taking the regular course. In addition to these, 8 have

pursued irregular courses, and one the postgraduate course. Those who have taken

irregular courses have received permission from their presbyteries to do so.

The number of students is small, but it has been much smaller in years past.

In 1844, the number was 14; in 1848, 19; in 18G6, 14; in 1867, 9; in 1883, 14; in

1884, 12. With an able faculty, a plant worth $280,000, an income of $12,311 from

endo^vment, an excellent library of 22,000 volumes, comfortable rooms for the

students, and houses for the faculty, and with the covenant promise of support from

the four Synods of South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, and Florida, the number of

students should be much larger, and simple loyalty to our solemn and voluntary

engagements should induce us to rally to the support of our Seminary. It de-

serves to live and continue to bless the church.

The board has memorialized the synods to raise funds in 1900 to endow a chair

of English Bible.

It was decided to postpone the erection of a mess-hall for the present on account

of a lack of sufficient funds, but a committee has been appointed to continue the

canvass for the means to build it.

After an able inaugural address by Rev. R. C. Reed, D. D., who was previously

elected to fill the chair of Church History and Polity, he was solemnly inducted

into office. The board is confident that the addition of Dr. Reed to the teaching

force of the Seminary will increase its attractiveness and usefulness.

The provision regarding the age limit of professors has been rescinded by order

of the controlling synods. It has been ordered that the expenses be kept hereafter

within the probable income. The course in missions, authorized by the board, has
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been organized, and Professor Brimm has successfully conducted it during the year,

while the services of Rev. Mr. Byrd have been secured as tutor in Hebrew and
teacher of English Bible, and Rev. S. M. Smith has lectured on Homiletics and
Pastoral Theology. The closing exercises were impressive and profitable.

W. W. MILLS, Secretary.

VIII. AXXUAL REPORT OF THE SOUTHWESTERN PRESBYTERIAN UNI-

VERSITY DIVINITY SCHOOL.

The Southwestern Presbyterian University respectfully reports as follows con-

cerning its Divinity School:

The corps of professors remains the same as last year, except that, according

to the provision of the Board of Directors, special instruction has been added in

the form of practical training in public reading, under Dr. Henry W. Naff, of the

University's School of English. The six professors have prosecuted their work
faithfully and successfully, and without any interruption, during the usual forty

weeks of the session.

Twenty-six students have been enrolled during the year, twelve of them being

new students, and the whole number being three more than last year. The fol-

lowing young men expect to complete all the studies required and to graduate with

the degree of Bachelor of Divinity on June 14th, viz. : Messrs. F. E. Bagby, a can-

didate of Palmyra Presbytery; B. I. Dickey, a candidate of Western Texas Presby-

terj; E. D. Patton, a candidate of Paducah Presbytery, and L. E. Selfridge, a can-

didate of Western Texas Presbytery. The following expect to close their studies,

and to enter upon their work at the close of the session, but have not taken all the

studies required for the degree of Bachelor of Divinity, viz. : Messrs. U. D. Mooney,

a candidate of New Orleans Presbytery; John W. Moseley, a licentiate of Tombeck-

bee Presbytery; R. L. Nicholson, a candidate of Tombeckbee Presbytery, and John

D. Wilson, a licentiate of Western District Presbytery.

The year has been one of great prosperity to the University, and the Divinity

School has shared in this prosperity. iMarked increase in material equipment and

enlargement of endowments have been the special features of the year. There has

also been present a marked degree of earnestness and consecration on the part of the

students. By order of the Board of Directors,

GEORGE SUMMEY, Chancellor.

D. N. IvEX>EDy, Secretary.

IX. ABSTRACT FROM THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF DIREC-

TORS OF LOUISVILLE PRESBYTERIAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY.

For the year 1898-1899.

The Board of Directors has pleasure in making its sixth annual report to the

General Assembly. The annual meeting of the board was held on ilay 2, 1899. and

its proceedings were marked by harmony and earnestness. The following oflicers

were elected for the year: Rev. J. G. Hunter, D. D., Harrodsburg, Ky., president;

Rev. S. M. Neel, D. D., Kansas City, Mo., vice-president; Rev. J. S. Lyons, D. D.,

Louisville, Ky., secretary: W. T. Grant, Esq., Louisville, Ky., treasurer; Stuart

Duncan, Esq., Louisville, Ky., assistant ti'easurer.
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At the opening of the session the Seminary suffered a very sore loss through the

lamented death of the Rev. T. D. Witherspoon, D. D., LL. D., professor of Homi-
letics and Pastoral Theology, who entered into rest, after a painful illness, on the

third of November, 1898. The board prepared a suitable memorial testifying to the

noble gifts of this good man, and making recognition of the large and varied ser-

vices which he had rendered to the church.

During the session his work in the Seminary was carried on by the other pro-

fessors, assisted by the Rev. J. S. Lyons, D. D., pastor of the First Church, Louis-

ville, who gave his services gratuitously. Professor Marquess taught the class in

Biblical Introduction, Professor Hemphill that in Pastoral Theology, Dr. Lyons that

in Homiletics, and Professor Muller acted as librarian during the year.

The report of the faculty shows that there were forty-one students in attendance

during' the session, that the health of the students had been good, and that their de-

portment and diligence in study had been commendable.

The students this session came from ten States, and they represent sixtefen

colleges. All save three have had a college training, and only four are not under the

care of presbytery. On the whole, this session was one of the most satisfactory the

Seminary has yet enjoyed. Practical mission work has been carried on by the

students at several points in and about the city. The mission work among the

colored people, begun last year, has been continued and enlarged this session. All

the mission work is conducted under the supervision of the faculty, and in connec-

tion with the Home Mission Committee of the presbytery. This work has done not

a little to strengthen our work in this locality, and to deepen the practical interest

of our people in the work of the Seminary. It also gives much useful experience to

the students.

Tiie course of studies in the various schools is flexible and comprehensive, and it

remains practically unchanged. Several advanced courses of study are again offered

to the students.

The policy of not offering indiscriminate financial aid to students has been

continued with satisfactory results. In accordance with the policy inaugurated

two years ago, a number of scholarships have been placed by liberal friends at the

disposal of the faculty, to be awarded under certain conditions, which are stated in

the catalogue for this year, on page 32.

The movement instituted last year to increase the income of the Seminary by

temporary subscriptions, running from one to five years, has proved of great ser-

vice. Steps have been taken by the board to continue and enlarge this movement.

To mature this movement a cooperative financial committee was appointed. It is

composed of certain members of the board and of the faculty, to rether with several

other efficient friends of the Seminary. They begin to act without delay, and in

cooperation with the Executive Committee.

The library now numbers about four thousand volumes. This year 160 volumes

have been added. The Missionary Library contains nearly three hundred volumes,

and it is carefully selected and very valuable. To it forty-five additions were made

during the year. Three of the schools of the Seminary have useful special libraries.

The buildings and material property remain as last year. The students in at-

tendance occupied all the available rooms. The question of a large new domitory

building was considered by the board, and the prospect that bofoie long such a

building may be provided is encouraging.

The question of filling the important place in the faculty made vacant by the

lamented death of the late Professor Witherspoon gave tlie board much earnest
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thouglit during the year. At this meeting of the board it was finally decided, with

great unanimity and earnestness, to take steps to secure the entire services of Pro-

fessor Hemphill and Professor Marquess for the Seminary, and not appoint a new
man.

The financial support of Professor Hemphill's chair having been fully secured

for a term of years by a few libeiral friends, the board accordingly earnestly re-

quested him to resign the pastoral charge of the Second Church, and give his

whole time to the Seminary, adding to his present duties such parts of the work
done by the late Professor Witherspoon as shall be agreed upon by the Executive

Committee, in consultation with Professor Hemijhill and the faculty.

Professor Hemphill has acceded to this earnest request of the board, and will

take steps to have his pastoral relations dissolved, so that he may devote all his

time and talents to the service of the Seminary at the opening of the next session.

Professor Marquess was also requested to devote all his time to the work of the

Seminary; and, as he is only stated supply of the Crescent Hill Church, He is ex-

pected to retire from this position, and give his whole time to the Seminary with

the opening of next session.

This will give three professors who shall devote all their energies to the Avork

of the Seminary, together with three others giving part of their time, and thereby

greatly increase its efficiency. The liberality of the friends of the Seminary who
have provided the financial resources to make this forward step possible, and the

generosity of the Second Church, Louisville, in giving to the Seminary a pastor so

dearly beloved, are worthy of all praise. The board hopes that the Assembly will

heartily approve of this important advance on the part of this institution.

The board resolved to name the main Seminary building "Haldeman Hall,'' in

honor of Mr. W. IST. Haldeman, who three years ago gave this valuable property to

the Seminary.

The Board also named the chair occupied by Professor Hemphill "Tlie Second

Church, Louisville, chair of New Testament Exegesis," in recognition of the great

service this church has rendered to the Seminary by its liberal gifts, the use of its

l^roperty for three years, and the gratuitous service of its pastor for six years.

The reports of the several professors show efficient service on their part, and

faithful work by the students. The earnest missionary spirit among the students,

and the benefits of the monthly Missionary Day are to be noted with pleasure. An
earnest spiritual tone prevailed all through the year in the institution.

The following received the degree of Bachelor of Divinity, as they had completed

all the courses of study: E. F. Abbott, J. S. Baird, A. O. Browne, J. H. Edwards,

F. E. Fincher, W. E. Furr, J. T. Hall, J. Little, C. A. Logan, E. H. Moseley, G. W.
Jurey, H. McDowell, E. P. Pillans, J. 0. Reavis, A. D. Rice, C. Sheltman.

The great goodness of God to this institution during the six years of its service

to the church is gratefully acknowledged. During these years it has had the sincere

and liberal support of many friends ; and during the past year a deeper and larger

interest has been elicited among its supporters. Its foundation is now well laid,

and its future prospect of useful service is very bright. It has already given about

eighty ministers to the church, most of whom are now settled in Kentucky, Mis-

souri, Arkansas and Texas. Six of its graduates are already in the foreign field,

and two others will soon join them. All these tokens of divine power greatly cheer

the friends of the Seminary and afford much reason for grateful praise to the Head

of the church, for whose honor it was founded.

Respectfully submitted, J. G. HUNTER, President.

J. S. Lyons, Secretary.

31
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X. REPORT OF ASSEMBLY'S COMMITTEE ON SUMMER SCHOOL.

The General Assembly's Executive Committee on Summer School respectfully

submits the following report:

The General Assembly of 1897 determined that there should be established at

some suitable point a school for summer instruction and study in theology and

kindred themes, for the utilization of the faculties of our various theological insti-

tutions for the benefit of ministers, ruling elders and Sabbath-school teachers. An
ad interim committee was appointed by that Assembly. Its report to the Assem-

bly of 1898 was received, and, after certain amendment, adopted. It was upon this

that the Assembly appointed the present Executive Comniittce, charged with the

duty of organizing the courses of study, securing a proper rotation of teachers, pre-

paring programmes, etc.

Youi; committee reports that it has made diligent effort to organize and provide

for such a summer school, at an available and central point. It has found it ab-

solutely impracticable, however, to obtain the services of any of the professors of

our theological institutions on the terms offered. The Executive Committee cannot

promise them any remuneration, nor guarantee even their travelling and boarding

expenses while engaged in this work of the Assembly for the reason that the As-

sembly of 1898, while ordering the organization of the school, expressly declined to

be responsible for the expenses of its conduct. Such small receipts as may be ex-

pected from students and others attending the school will not do more than pay the

incidental expenses. The members of the Executive Committee themselves per-

sonally agreed to guarantee at least this part of the cost. They could not, however,

undertake more than this.

Your committee therefore recommends that unless the Assembly will appro-

priate from its funds not less than four hundred dollars for the purpose of paying

the travelling and boarding expenses of a proper corps of instructors in the As-

sembly's school, the effort to establish such school be given up.

GEORGE SUMMEY, Chairman.

XL ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE ASSEMBLY'S

HOME AND SCHOOL AT FREDERICKSBURG, VA.

We beg leave to call your attention to the rejwrt of the committee at the last

meeting of the Assembly, which report was adopted. After a careful and thorough

review of the work of the institution and the condition of the same, the Assembly

recommended that

—

•'
1. In order to supplement the income of the institution, a collection be taken in

all our churches on the last Sabbath of next December.

" 2. In order that the Home may be free from debt, which so greatly hampers its

usefulness and threatens its existence, we recommend that the Board of Trustees be

authorized to employ some capable man to undertake, as soon as possible, to raise

the money to liquidate the debt.

" 3. In view of the meagre equipment of the Training School for women mission-

aries and because there is no urgent demand for it, we reconnnend that the Training

School be discontinued."

We have earnestly endeavored to carry out these recommendations. The col-

lection was taken, the Training School discontinued, and search at once begun to
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secure the services of some suitable person to travel in the interest of the insti-

tution. Some time was needed in this matter, and only on February 1st was an
arrangement concluded. ^Ve secured the services of Rev. G. E. Chandler for this

important work. This faithful servant of God, with heart burning with zeal for the

work and greatly impressed with the importance of such an institution, entered

upon his labors for us on the 1st of Februaiy, but was called home to heaven
almost upon the very threshold of his work, having visited only Fredericksburg

and Richmond, Va. We immediately set to work to secure a successor, and have
secured the services of Rev. Charles R. Hyde, of Richmond, Va., who begins his work
on April 15tli.

Whilst our financial condition has forced us to practice the strictest economy
and we have been able to offer only the necessities, yet we feel sure the inmates

have been comfortably provided for, and we believe too it has been a happy house-

hold. The very best Christian influence has been brought to bear upon the inmates.

Faithful and careful attention has been given to the education of our young
people. They have had the advantages of the elementary, primary and college

courses as offered by Fredericksburg College, which is now owned by Rev. F. P.

Ramsay. We do not hesitate to say they are receiving excellent instruction in this

institution.

Officers.

S. W. Somerville, Secretary, Treasurer and Superintendent; Mrs. John Boyle,

Housekeeper; Mrs. -James H. Smith, Matron.

The students in the Home number thirty-three.

We take great pleasure in saying that this is a body of excellent young people.

Appreciating the privile. es extended them, they are doing faithful work. Almost
without exception they are professing Christians, and we feel sure they will be a

blessing to their parents and to the church of God.

By examining our financial report of last year and of the year just passed you
will readily see that, whilst there are still difiiculties before us, yet we have been

making excellent progress in curtailing the indebtedness. Two thousand three

hundred and seveuty-fivs dollars has been paid on bills receivable, and $635 on old

accounts. All current expenses have been met. The liabilities have been so reduced

that assets and liabilities are almost equal. This is a remarkable statement when
you consider that we are educating and maintaining (some wholly and some in

part) 33 orphans; that our December collection was only $2,283.71; and that this

amount was contributed by only 256 churches, and 22 individuals out of the 2,816

churches on our roll; that our financial agent visited only two places—Richmond
and Fredericksburg, Va.

Three thousand dollars was raised in Richmond, and $600 in Fredericksburg,

which is an excellent proof of the confidence in the success of the work, and of ap-

preciation of the value of the institution by these two places, which are so well

acquainted with the work of the Home.
The balance of the contribution has been voluntary (from individuals and

scholarships ) . We are impressed with the fact that God loves the Home and
School; that the church needs it (for the demands for its privileges grow daily),

and that once entirely free irom debt, it will go forward and be one of our most
prosperous and valued institutions.

We, therefore, earnestly beg that the Assembly continue to order a collection to

be taken in all our churches on the last Sabbath in December for the support of the

institution.

Respectfully submitted, ROBERT P. KERR, President.
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Treasurer's Report from April 1, 1898, to April 1, 1899.

Receipts of Corporation.

Balance in bank April 1, 1898, $459 49
Scholarships and individuals, 2,564 05
December collection, 2,283 71

Amounts raised for credit of old accounts, 3,663 15

Rents, ITS OO
Miscellaneous, 312 39

$9,457 79

Expenditures of Corporation.

Salaries, $820 34

Interest, 905 16

Travelling expense, 100 41

December collection, 132 00

Expenses running Home, includin.ii' tuition in College and Elementary

School, 2,627 26

Bills payable, 2,375 00

Odd accounts paid, 635 99

Water tax, 32 70

Miscellaneous, 437 75

Balance in bank April 1, 1899, 1.391 18

$9,457 79

Real and Personal Estate.

Asylum building, marketable value, $7,000 00

Gammon cottage and lot, marketable value, 1,500 00

Latimer cottage and lot, marketable value, 1.500 00

Furniture in Home, 200 00

$10,200 00

Outstanding Obligations.

Bond to A. W. Wallace, secured on Latimer cottage, $1,000 00

Bond to C. W. Wallace, secured on Asylum building, 5.000 00

Bond to Building and Loan Association, secured on Gammon cottage, ... 1 .500 00

Note to Conway, Gordon & Garnett, endorsed by some of the members

of the board, 1.500 00

Amount due on open accounts, 2.208 70

$11,208 70

Respectfully submitted, S. W. SOMERVILLE, Treasurer.

Charter of the Assembly's Home and School.

The following Charter of the Home and School was approved by the Assembly of

1893, and was enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Virginia, and

approved December 16, 1893. As it has never appeared in the minutes, it is

here published as a matter of histoiy and information. Stated Clerk.
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Charter.

An Act to Incorporate the Assembly's Home and School at Fredericksburg, Va.

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That Rev. W. U. INIurk-

land, D. D., of Baltimore; Rev. J. W. Rosebro, D. D., of Petersburg; Rev. R. P.

Kerr, D. D., Judge George L. Christian and J. N. CuUingworth, of Richmond; Rev.

W. S. Lacy, D. D., of Norfolk; Colonel Charles S. Venable, of University of Vir-

ginia; Rev. Theron H. Rice, of Alexandria; G. C. Heard, of Washington city; Rev.

A. P. Saunders and Jolin L. Marye, of Fredericksburg, Va., and their successors in

office, to be appointed as hereinafter prescribed, be, and they are hereby, constituted a

body politic and corporate by the name of '"The Assembly's Home and School at Fred-

ericksburg, Virginia," and by that name shall have perpetual succession and a com-

mon seal; may contract, and be contracted with; sue and be sued, and may pur-

chase, acquire, receive, hold, possess and enjoy; and may lease, sell, convey, en-

cumber, invest and otherwise manage and dispose of all property, real, personal and

mixed, which may be given to, purchased, or otherwise acquired by said corpora-

tion for the use and benefit of the said Assembly's Home and School
;

provided that

the said property so given, purchased, or otherwise acquired shall not, in the

amount thereof held at any one time by said corporation, exceed in marketable value

five hundred thousand dollars.

2. The above-named corporators and their successors in office together with the

secretaries of the committees of Foreign Missions and of Domestic Missions of "the

General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States," commonly

known as the Southern Presbyterian Church, shall constitute a board of trustees for

the government, conduct and management of the said home and school, and shall

have the power to fill all vacancies occurring in their body by death, resignation or

other disability to act, the persons to fill such vacancies to be chosen from members

in good standing of the Southern Presbyterian churches under the jurisdiction of

the said Southern Presbyterian General Assembly, and the selection of such per-

sons so chosen to fill said vacancies shall be reported by said board of trustees to

said General Assembly for its approval and confirmation.

3. The said board of trustees shall have the power to make and establish, from

time to time, such by-laws, rules and regulations, not inconsistent with the con-

stitution and laws of this State or of the United States, as they may deem necessary

and proper for the government, operation, good order and management of said

home and school, and they may appoint such officers, teachers, and other employees,

and prescribe their compensation and duties, as they shall deem best for the said

institution, and they may require from such officers such bond or other security, in

such penalty as they may prescribe, conditioned for the faithful performance of

their duties ; and they may remove such officers and teachers whenever in their

judgment the welfare of said institution requires it.

4. Five trustees shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of the business of

said corporation; and the said board may constitute an executive committee of not

less than three trustees, who may transact the routine business—matters of said

Home and School—and supervise and direct the dischai'ge of their duties by its

officers, teachers and other employees. The meetings of said board and of said ex-

ecutive committee may be held at such place and time as they shall respectively

appoint.

5. The beneficiaries of said corporation, whose maintenance and education shall

be provided for out of its 2>i'operty and funds, shall consist of the orphans of de-

ceased Presbyterian ministers and missionaries, and the said board of trustees may
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provide, out of said funds, for the education of the children of Presbyterian mis-

sionaries who are laboring among the Indians or in foreign lands, upon such terms

and conditions as said board shall prescribe.

G. A report shall be made by the said board of trustees every year to the said

General Assemblj^ of the Southern Presbyterian Church, setting forth all the

propertj' and funds of said corporation; its receipts and expenditures, in detail, for

each year; its olficers, teachers and other employees, and their respective duties

and compensation; the number and names of its said beneficiaries, and all matters

showing the condition and methods of conducting said institution.

7. The said corporation shall have the power to take, receive and use, for its

purposes and objects above mentioned, the buildings and grounds at Fredericksburg,

Va., and the invested funds and other means held and owned by "the directors and
managers of the Female Orphan Asylum," at Fredericksburg, Va., whenever a deed

of transfer of same is made and delivered by said last named corporation.

8. The said corporation shall have the poAver to receive and use, for its said

purposes and objects, all property given to it by legal instruments in which the

proper legal title of said corporation is not correctly expressed, where the intention

to give such property to said corporation appears clear in the terms and provision

of said instruments.

9. No tax shall be required to be paid upon this charter of said corporation, nor

to be paid upon the property of said corporation, after it is organized.

10. This act shall be in force from and after its passage, and shall be subject to

amendment, alteration and rejjeal, at the pleasure of the General Assembly.

XII. REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

To the Venerahle the General Assembly 'of the Presbyterian Church in the United

t^tates:

The Board of Trustees of the General Assembly herewith submits its financial

report for the past fiscal year ending April 27, 1899, showing total receipts $20,-

048..59 and disbursements $20,048.59 less $418.94, balance in hands of treasurer to

be disbursed at a future day. For a detailed statement of the receipts and dis-

bursements you are referred to itemized account of the secretary and treasurer

hereto appended, which account has been duly audited and approved by a committee

of the trustees.

The attention of the Board of Trustees has been called to the report of the

Auditing Committee of the last Assembly, and especially to that portion 'thereof

contained in the following words, viz., "The report of the trustees of the General

Assembly as audited by their own auditing committee is found to be correct. There

is, however, some explanation needed of the charges of five per cent, deducted from

bequests find legacies, and credited to account of contingent fund. Some of these

gifts seem to require nothing beyond turning them over to another committee of

our church. While disclaiming the least reflection upon any one, your committee

would state they find no authority for such deduction beyond expenses actually paid

in each case." This report will be found in the published minutes of Assembly for

the year 1898, at pages 230 and 231.

By reference to the report of the treasurer sent to the Assembly of 1898 it will

appear that the funds that came into the hands of the treasurer for that year

amounted to $9,.580.33; that the Board of Trustees reserved for its expenses
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$324.85, which you will readily perceive is less than five per cent, and, in truth and
in fact, only a little over three per cent. For the further information of your
venerable body we would further report that our board is a corporation created by
the Legislature of Xorth Carolina for the purpose of having a legal entity to enable

our church to hold such property as may be devolved upon it for its legitimate pur-

poses by gifts, devises or otherwise.

The General Assembly in its wisdom has not seen proper to provide a fund to

meet expenses of our board in looking after the interests committed to our care. In

a number of instances when property or money is devised and bequeathed to our
church, by reason of the inartificial manner in which the devise or bequest is ex-

pressed, difficulties of interpretation an-ise which can only be settled by judicial

decision. Litigation ensues, and, representing the church, it becomes our duty to

see that its rights are protected. This involves litigation; litigation involves the

employment of counsel ; counsel must be compensated for their services. Counsel

are not always willing to represent our church when their compensation is contin-

gent upon the favorable determination of the litigation. But even in some cases

where they could be employed in this way, it is not wise to do so, as a contingent

fee is always larger than when the compensation is fixed and certain. When litiga-

tion results adversely to the church, the cost of litigation must be paid by us in

addition to counsel fees. It is also our duty to investigate matters of pecuniary

interest to the church, and this necessitates procuring certified copies of wills or

other written instruments in order that we may determine whether or not the

church has rights in the matter. Court officers require their fees in advance before

a copy will be forwarded.

Some traA-elling expenses are incurred in the prosecution of the business com-

mitted to our care. The only salaried officer of our board is our treasurer, who is

required to give a bond for the faithful discharge of his duties, and his compensa-

tion has been fixed by our board at two per cent, of our receipts. The duties of this

officer are responsible and delicate, demanding time, care and attention, and we are

of the opinion that the compensation fixed for such services is extremely reasonable.

We have no sources from which to meet the expenses of our board save by tax-

ing the funds that come into our hands as hereinbefore explained. When the funds

retained for this purpose exceed the amount probably required for all ordinary ex-

penses, the excess is remitted to the different committees, the purpose of our board

being to retain only an amount sufficient to cover probable expenses.

As to our authority for so doing we respectfully refer you to the minutes of the

Assembly of 1883, page 54; to the minutes of the Assembly of 1873, page 337; to

the minutes of the Assemblj' of 1887, page 246, all of which deliverances will appear

by reference to Alexander's Presbyterian Digest, page 334.

In conclusion, we simply add that our board taxes legacies only when it is neces-

sary to meet expenses, but experience has demonstrated, not only the wisdom, but

the necessity of providing a fund to meet a present emergency which only can be

done by methods pursued by this board.

The term of the following officers expire with this meeting of the board, A'iz.

:

Rev. J. W. Stagg, D. D., Messrs. George E. Wilson, and A. G. Brenizer. Your board

would unanimously recommend the reelection of these gentlemen.

The officers of the board beginning to-day are Dr. E. Xye Hutchison, president;

Rev. J. R. Howerton, D. D., Messrs. D. W. Gates, P. M. Brown, George F. Bason and
John R. Pharr, secretary and treasurer.

Respectfully submitted, E. XYE HUTCHISOX, President.

Joiix R. Pharr, Secretary and Treasurer.
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XIII. JOSEPH E. WILSON, TREASURER, IN ACCOUNT WITH THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY.

1897. Dr.

Presbyterial assessments paid, $1,826 80

Cr.

Balance due Treasurer, $78-1 18

Vouchers ( with Dr. Alexander ) , . , 906 45

1,690 63

Balance due the Assembly, $136 17

1898. Dr.

Presbyterial assessments, $1,401 75

Or.

Payments to Dr. Alexander, $1,192 00

Salary and travelling expenses of Stated Clerk 160 00

1,352 00

Balance due the Assembly, 49 75

Total balance due the Assembly, $185 92

XIV. REPORT OF W. A. ALEXANDER, TREASURER OF THE GENERAL AS-

SE^^IBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES.

From May 28, 1898, to May 8, 1899, inclusive.

To the Ycnerahlc the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church In the United

States :

I submit herewith the book in which are registered my receipts and disburse-

ments as your Treasurer, with vouchers for expenditures. The following is a

summary of what the books disclose

:

Dr. to amount received from J. R. Wilson, $1,377 92

of Assembly's collection for colored evangeliza-

tion at New Orleans, 66 22

" '•' received from sale of minutes up to date, 316 00

" " collected on arrearages from presbyteries, 607 31

collected on dues of 1899, 326 75

$2,693 70

Cr. by amoimt of Assembly collection paid to Dr. A. L. Phillips, $66 22

" ' paid for printing minutes of 1897, 830 00

" ' paid for editorial work on minutes of 1897,

wrapping, labor on and postage in sending

out same, 173 42

" •• paid for clerical aid on minutes of 1898, 50 00

Carry forward $1,1 19 64
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Brought forward, .• $1,119 64

Cr. By amount of clerk's bill for stationery, postage, revenue

stamps, telegrams and sundries, 22 79
' ' salary and expenses of Permanent Clerk, 132 10

salary of Stated Clerk, 250 00
" '• paid treasurer of Western Section of the Re-

formed Alliance, 480 00

expenses of Hymn-book Committee, 140 57

paid sextion of First Church of New Orleans, . . 10 00
" ••' returned treasurer of Central Texas Presbytery,

being an excess in payments over taxes due, 3 75

Balance on hand, 534 85

$2,693 70

My predecessor, in turning his records over, stated that in endeavoring to collect

arrearages due the Assembly on presbyterial assessments, I need not extend my
efforts back of 1893. Accepting his suggestion, and finding that many presbyteries

were behind in their payments, 1 prepared a ledger account of the standing of each

presbytery and mailed a circular statement of its account with your treasury to

every presbytery that was found behind hand on any of the annual dues for the

past six years. The result is that I have collected the sum of $607 31 on back

taxes, and in a number of cases where discrepancies were found between the entries

of your Treasurer and the presbyterial records I have adjusted the same and

reached an understanding with the presbyteries. I found, eleven months ago, onJy

twelve presbyteries credited as having paid all their dues for the past six years. I

can now report that forty-three presbyteries have paid up in full to 1899.

The following is a list of presbyteries which are in arrears on assessments

from 1893 to 1899 inclusive, with the amount of the arrearage of each: * Ar-

kansas, $10; Bethel, $75; Chickasaw, $15; Concord, $242.50; Ebenezer, $25;

Enoree, $21.50; Fayetteville, $272.20; Greenbrier, $61.50; Harmony, $67.50;

Holston, $32.50; Indian, $37.75; Lafayette, $57.25; Louisville, $24; Mecklenburg,

$89; ilissouri, $163.75; Muhlenburg, $12; Nashville, $77.50; North Mississippi,

$71.25; Orange, $151.50; Ouachita, $63.50; Paducah, $23; Pee Dee, $98.50; Pine

Bluff, $12; Potosi, $32.55; Savannah, $3.75; South Carolina, $31.25; St. John,

$70.50; Suwanee, $2.50 (uncertain) ; Washbourne, $2.50; Western District, $33;

Western Texas, $25; Winchester, $36.25. One of the above named presbyteries has

paid nothing in twenty years. I have taken no account of Ethel and Central Ala-

bama in this list. The total of arrearages since 1893 is $1,937.75.

I ask direction as to what further steps I should take in collecting unpaid pres-

byterial assessments. A number of delinquent presbyteries have during the year

by effort paid large sums and squared their accounts. Other presbyteries have as

yet not responded to my circular. In the main these delinquencies have arisen as

the result of changes in the clerkship and treasurership of the presbyteries. Xew
men, unfamiliar with the details of their duties, are inducted into office, and several

years sometimes elapse before they become aware that the Assembly's tax should be

included in the presbytery's annual budget. Treasurers have written me that their

presbyteries got behind because they had not been notified of the fact that there

was a tax due. It has been the understanding of the Assembly that the publication

of the amount of the assessment in its annual minutes, and the sending of a copy of

* These amounts ami the total have been corrected so as to couform to my books on May 29

1899.—W. A. A.
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the minutes to the clerk of each presbytery is its official announcement to pres-

byteries of all that is published in the minutes. As this method of notification has

not proved adequate to prevent the accumulation of unpaid taxes, I recommend

—

1. That your Treasurer be directed, before the fall meetings of the presbyteries,

to send to each presbytery that is behind with any part of its tax due the previous

spring a notice reminding it that such is overdue, and urging prompt settlement.

2. That such presbyteries as remain delinquent twelve months be reported in

your Treasurer's annual report, and the fact be published in the minutes of the

Assembly.

3. That the Treasurer be given authority and discretion, in arranging a settle-

ment of arrearages for the past six years, to make such equitable compromises as

the circumstances and peculiar embarrassments of each delinquent presbytery may
suggest as proper, to the end that this accumulation of delayed pajanents may
no longer hanf; over the presbyteries to obstruct their work and embarrass their

liberality in the future.

4. That the Assembly relinquish all claim to tax still due from any presbytery

for years prior to 1893.

5. That all claims for back dues from the Presbyteries of Indian, Ethel and Cen-

tral Alabama be remitted, and that the latter two presbyteries be relieved of all tax

till otherwise ordered.

I tendered Rev. Dr. Sprunt his expenses incurred in attending the meeting of the

Associate Reformed Synod, as a representative of this Assembly, but he courteously

declined the same as the amount was small.

According to the last published report of my predecessor, made two years ago,

the treasury was compelled to draw on the collections at the Assembly of 1897 to

meet the expenses growing out of the Assembly of 1896, for the sum of $784.18.

That is, the treasury was that much behind with its legitimate obligations, owing to

the slack way in which many of the presbyteries looked after their assessments.

This amount had been growing from year to year, receipts falling behind expenses.

But we are able to report a reduction of about $301.95 on this deficit. Neverthe-

less, to pay the bill for printing the minutes of 1898, the only outstanding obliga-

tion from last year not yet paid, the Treasurer will be compelled to use $482.17 of

the collections on the tax of 1899.

Respectfully submitted, W. A. ALEXANDER, Treasurer.

XV. REPORT OF THE PERMANENT COMMITTEE ON THE SABBATH.

In making this their annual report to the General Assembly, your Permanent

Committee on the Sabbath would first of all, with hearts bowed with grief, make the

announcement of the death of one of their number, the Rev. E. H. Barnett, D. D.,

in whose decease the Sabbatli has lost a firm friend, as well as the pulpit an able

defender, and the church a faithful and useful minister. He was called from labors

here to his final rest on the 18th of September last.

In response to our letters we have received answers from only forty-five out of

the seventy-seven presbyteries under tlie control of tlie Assembly. From tlie tone of

these we are but the more painfully impressed with the conviction so often ex-

pressed in former reports that while it may be true that here and there in certain

localities the Sabbath may be maintaining its hold upon the masses, the general

trend slowly, but surely continues as heretofore in the direction of looser views and

practices. The proportion of discouraging reports is just as great, and If anything

even larger, than usual, the result, doubtless, in a great measure of the late war.
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Many of the reports speak of the Lord's day as a favorite pastime for excur-

sions. Others, of the continued practice of so many of the railroads of offering in-

ducements for travel on Sundays by allowing cheaper rates on that day than others,

which, together with the idea of "saving time," furnishes a plea which, to many in

this active, busy age, is well-nigh irresistible.

The reports also show the great extent to which freight trains are run on the

Lord's day. And even where no local freight is handled, the number of through

trains is as great, and in some places even greater than on other days. Xearly all

the State laws allow the carrying of "perishable freight" on tlie Sabbath, which

largely means an open door for business of any kind.

So with regard to that other great foe of the church, the Sunday newspaper.

The reports too clearly show that this form of Sabbath desecration is rapidly com-

ing to the front, a great impetus being given it by the interest felt in the late war.

With very few exceptioas the reports are all very emphatic in their assertion that

the patronage of the Sunday paper is largely '"on the increase."

The most gratifying thing in connection with the whole matter is the frequent

commendatory notices of the conduct of church members. The distinction is every-

where sharply drawn between the church and the world. The statement is con-

stantly reiterated that whilst the day is losing its hold upon the outside world,

the people of God, with few exceptions, regard it, more or less, with unabated rev-

erence and afi'ection. As long as this is the case, we have much to encourage us.

The Sabbath is the sign of God's covenant with his people, and the better observed,

the stronger the evidence it furnishes of their spirituality. As long as the church

will "call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord honorable, and shall honor

him" in its observance, we feel she is measurably safe.

Herein, then, is the great plea for a greater watchfulness and zeal, on the part

of our ministers, elders, and people. The very fact of a greater and increasing

laxity on part of the outside world should furnish the strongest motives for a

closer adherence of Christian people to this great bulwark of the church and nation.

And instead of being discouraged thereby, or yielding to the influence of their

pernicious example, we should the rather the more gladly embrace the opportunity

thus furnished of bearing testimony to this invaluable appointment of our king.

From a general survey of the field it is the conclusion of your committee, and

we doubt not but it must likewise be the judgment of your venerable body, that the

best and about the only cause left to be pursued is the more diligently to urge our

own people to a more scrupulous and careful observance of this day of the Lord.

This would not only be the means of our own establishment, but the best and only

means left us of restraining the outside world.

We have nothing very special to present as the result of our correspondence

with the American Sabbath Union, with which our Assembly has formed a co-

operative union. We cannot but express regret that on account of distance and

expense none of your committee have been able to attend in person any of their

conferences. Together with this report we send a few copies of their official organ,

the Americati Sahhath, in which will be found an account of their decennial anni-

versary, and their tenth annual report, and from which the Assembly may form

some idea of the spirit and the general character of the work in which said Union

is engaged.

Praying grace, wisdom and peace upon your meeting, we subscribe ourselves,

Eespeetfully, JA]\IES STACY.
JOHX A. BARRY.
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XVI. EXCHANGE OF GREETINGS.

Tlie following telegrams were ordered by the Assembly to be printed in the Ap-

pendix to the Minutes:

MiXNEAPOLis, MixNN., May 23, 1899.

To the Elders in General AsseniMy of the Presbyterian Church in the United States,

Richmond, Va.:

In the name of our common Master, greeting: We pray in your behalf. (Num.

vi. 24, 25, 26; Eph. iv. 15, 16.) Brethren pray for us.

D. M. HAMMACK,
Committee Elders Presbyterian Church, U. 8. A.

Richmond, Va., May 23, 1899.

To the Elders in the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United

States of America, Minneapolis, Minn. :

Replying to your salutation, we greet you as members of one body in Christ.

Read Acts xx. 32; Eph. iii. 14 to 21 inclusive. May God bless you always.

JOHN P. EDMONDSON,
JOHN H. MILLER,
THOMAS M. PULESTON,
T. R. JONES,

General Assembly Presbyterian Church in the United States.
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PRESBYTERIAL ASSESSMENTS, DUE APRIL 1, 1900.

Abingdon, Mecklenburg, $82 25

Albemarle, 2120 Memphis, 34 00

Arkansas, 16 10

Asheville, 12 40

Athens, 19 65

Atlanta, 58 00

Augusta, .- 17 30

Bethel, 56 00

Brazos, , 27 85

Central Mississippi, 35 50 North Alabama, 46

Central Texas, 34 05

Charleston, 26 75

Cherokee 23 80

Chickasaw, 10 65

Chesapeake. 16 25

Columbia, 20 90

Concord, 55 90

Dallas, 30 35

East Alabama, 28 95

East Hanover, 51 60

Eastern Texas, 13 70

Ebenezer, 31 80

Enoree, 40 25

Fayetteville, 76 60

Florida, 13 70

Fort Worth, 21 55

Greenbrier, 25 35

Harmony, 22 00

Holston, 27 30

Indian, 8 10

Kanawha, 16 45

Mississippi, 19 75

Missouri, 24 05

Montgomery, 49 30

Muhlenburg, 11 95

Nashville, 56 80

New Orleans, 36 55

Norfolk, 25 80

10

35

70

North Mississippi, 19

Orange, . 55

Ouachita, 13 60

Paducah, 2l 85

Palmyra, 18 10

Paris, 22 30

Pee Dee, 13 25

Pine Bluff, 1125
Potosi, 13 90

Bed Eiver, 14 95

Koanoke, 31 40

Savannah, 12 60

South CaroUna, 38 50

St. Johns, 12 85

St. Louis, 20 25

Suwanee, 10 60

Tombeckbee, 28 90

Transylvania, 3i 35

Tuskaloosa, . 53 10

Upper Missouri, 23 30

Washbourne, 10 60

Western District, 22 40

WestHanover, 22 10

West Lexington, .. 44 80

Western Texas, 23 25

Wilmington, 30 1?

Winchester, 38 00

Knoxville, 23 70

Lafayette, ._ .- 27 00

Lexington, 100 85

Louisiana, 12 60

Louisville, 56 25

Macon, 23 60

Maryland, 18 30

The attention of Stated Clerks and Treasurers of Presbj'teries is earnestly invited to

the above new schedule of assessments, calculated, by order of Assembly of 1896, upon the

basis of one cent for each church member, as shown by the statistical tables of 1899. It

will require all the annual payments here indicated to meet the annual expenses of the

General Assemblv.
W. A. ALEXANDER, Treasurer.
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PKAYER FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

Whereas the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United

States fully recognizes the efficiency of the prayers of God's people,- and the

necessity of divine guidance in its own deliberations; therefore

—

JRe^olv(d, 1, That the General Assembly recommend to all the chuiches

under its care to offer special prayer during the devotions of the Sabbath

preceding the meeting of the General Assembly in each year, that God would

of his great mercy so give the General Assembly the wisdom that cometh fi-om

above, and so direct all its plans, discussions, and decisions, as to promote

his own glory and to advance the kingdom of Jesus on earth.

Resolved, 2, That the above preamble and resolution be printed annually

in the Appendix to the Minutes of the Assembly.

FORMS OF BEQUEST.

"I give, devise, and bequeath to the Trustees of the General Assembly of

the Presbyterian Church in the United States (here insert the estate

devised and bequeathed) for the use and benefit of said church."

"I give and bequeath to the Executive Committee of Foreign Missions of

the Presbyterian Church in the United States (incorporated under the laws

of the State of Tennessee), (here name the amount of the bequest), to be

used for the foreign mission work of said church, w'hich is popularly known

as the Southern Presbyterian Church."

[Legacies of this liind in Mississippi are barred by the constitution of the State.]

The price of the Minutes of the General Assembly is 25 cents a copy,

being less than cost. Orders should be sent to the Executive Committee of

Publication, and not to the Stated Clerk.



STATISTICAL REPORTS

OF

PRESBYTERIES.

Note.—An asterisk (*) after the name of a church indicates that it furnishes a

manse.
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560 COMPARATIVE SUMMAEY.

Comparative Summary of the Presbyterian Church for the Last

Five Years.

Synods,
Presbyteries,

Candidates,

Licentiates,

Ministers,

Churches,
Licensures,

Ordinations,

Installations,

Ministers deceased,
Pastoral dissolutions,

Ministers received from other denomi'tions,

Ministers dismissed to other denomi'tions,

Churches organized,
Churches dissolved, .

Churches recei'ed from other denomi'tions.
Churches dismissed to other denomi'tions.
Number of Ruling Elders,

Number of Deacons,
Added on Examination,
Added on Certificate,

Total Communicants,
Number of Adults Baptized,

Number of Infants Baptized,

Number of Baptized Non-Communicants,
Teachers in S. S. and Bible Classes,

Scholars in S. S. and Bible Classes,

1895.

13

74
4'25

79
1,337

2,776
69

67

138
30
75
7

8

59
20
3

3

8,484
6,895

13,598

7,564
203,999

5.031

5,502

35,346
18,204

136,069

1896.

13

76
402
85

349
788
79

61

150
36
83
7

7

55
21

1

8,656

7,072
11,874
7,692

210,539

4,857
5,304

37,031
19,223

138,735

1897.

13

77
378
90

1,393

2 816
74
69

165
30

127
8

5

60
19

1

8,719
7,279

10,592
7,922

•211,694

4,246
5,050

37,386
19,397

143,498

1898.

13

77
362
73

1,448

2,873
54
70

150
25
133
12

6

82

21

1

8,957

7,533
10,842

8,111
217,075

3,998
4.901

39,326
20 250
146,907

1899.

13

77
357
60

1,471

2,919
48
bl

171
31
92

7

8

56
14
1

11

8,979

7,571

8,613

7,357
221,022

2,847

4,588
41,627

19,808
143,639

CONTKIBUTIONS.

Assembly's Home Missions,

Local Home Missions,

Invalid Fund,
Foreign Missions,

Education,
Publication,

Colored Evangelization,

Bible Cause,

Presbyterial,

Pastors' Salaries,

Congregational,
Miscellaneous,

Total,

1895.

$32,760
98,362
13,256

111,877
51,848
7,469

9,623

4,432
14,073

772,793
667,152
96,481

$1,880,126

1896.

$26,648
104,461
13,096

110,737
48,764
7,748

10,468

4,221
15,935

798,106
607,393
108,938

,856,515

1897.

$24,022
99,249
12,572
122,024
51,212
7.322

9,276

5,391

15,435
797,475
564.168

124,714

$1,832,860

1898.

$28,562
*112,349

13,377
121,662

53,894
7,969

12,383
5,096

15,472
792,807
587,917
97,681

$1,848,964

1899.

$30,005
116,533
13,732

111,191
52,722
12,587
12,459

4,025
15,948

802, 6o7
583.570
96,276

1,851,771

The item of "Pastors' Salaries" is included in the reports from the Presbytery of
New Orleans in the column marked " Congregational."

* By an error of transcription in the Minutes of 1898, p. 356, West Lexington Pres-
bytery is set down as having contributed to Local Home Missions $235 instead of

$2,352, the amount actually given. The totals given above have been corrected to cor-

respond with the true sums.

WILLIAM A. ALEXANDER, Stated aerk.



PLACES AND TIMES OF SYNODICAL MEETINGS. 561

Places and Times of 5ynodical Meetings for 1899.

Alabama, Birmingham, Ala., Nov. 21, 7:30 p. m.

Arkansas, Pine Bluff, Ark., Oct. 17, 7 : 30 p. m.

Florida, Pensacola, Fla., Nov. 13, 7:30 p. m.

Georgia, Marietta, Ga., Nov. 1, 7:30 p. m.

Kentucky, Danville, Ky., Oct. 10, 7:30 p. m.

Memphis, -_ Dyersburg, Tenn., Nov. 14, 7:30 p. m.

Mississippi, Crowley, La., Nov. 21, 7 p. m.

Missouri, Booneville, Mo., Oct. 10, 7:30 p. m.

Nashville, Rogersville, Tenn., Oct. 11, 7:30 p. m.

North Carolina, Asheville, N. C, Oct. 10, 7 : 30 p. m.

South Carolina, Newberry, S. C, Oct. 24, 7: 30 p. m.

Texas, Temple, Texas, Oct. 19, 7:30 p. m.

Virginia, Huntington, W. Va., Oct. 24, 7:45 p. m.

Collections as Ordered by the General Assembly.

Causes. Months.

Foreign Missions, May, October.

Receiving Treasurer, Erskine Reed, Nashville, Tenn.

Assembly's Home Missions, January, September

Receiving Treasurer, W. A. Powell, Atlanta, Ga.

Local Home Missions, February, June, August.

Remit to Synodical or Presbyterial Treasurer.

Colored Evangelistic, December.

Receiving Treasurer, Dr. John Little, Tuskaloosa, Ala.

Invalid Fund, July.

Receiving Treasurer, W. A. Powell, Atlanta, Ga.

Education for the Ministry, April, November.

Receiving Treasurer, G. W. Macrae, Memphis, Tenn.

Publication and Colportage, March.

Receiving Treasurer, James K. Hazen, Richmond, Va.

Bible Cause, 3rd Sabbath in October.

Remit to American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, N. Y.

The Assembly's Home and School, December 31.

Remit to S. W. Somerville, Fredericksburg, Va.

Indian Schools, Every 5th Sabbath (in Sunday schools).

Remit to W. A. Powell, Treasurer, Atlanta, Ga.

Children's Day for Home Missions, Last Sabbath in September.

Children's Day for Foreign Missions, Last Sabbath in May.
37
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MINISTERIAL OBITUARY.

The following named ministers are officially reported as having died

during the past ecclesiastical year, viz.

:

J. B. Adger, D. D., Presbytery of South Carolina.

W.J.Anderson, " Dallas.

E. H. Barnett, D. D ,

" Atlanta.

K A. Bowman, " Atlanta.

G. E. Chandler,
'" Tombeckbee.

C. E Chichester,
" Charleston.

J. R. ('rews, --- '" Abingdon.

Joseph Crockard,
" Mecklenburg.

John C. Dinwiddle, " Montgomery

G. E. Eagleton,
" Paris.

R. A. Fair,
" Savannah.

W.T.George, " Dallas.

J. L. Girardeau, D. D., LL. D, " Charleston.

J. W Graham, "
St. John.

M. D. Hoge, D. D., LL. D.,
" East Hanover.

John Hunter, D. D.,
" Central Mississippi.

T.S.Johnson, " Paris.

W. E. Kellar,
" Louisville.

L. H. Kimmons, " Central Mississippi.

W.H.Matthews, " Roanoke.

Alex. Mays,
" Ethel

John Montgomery, D. D.,
" Lafayette.

Robert Morgan,
" Brazos.

J. K. P. Newton,
" Central Texas.

S. L Reid, ^
" Arkansas.

J. N. Saunders, D. D.,
" Louisville.

R. W. Shive,
" Central Texas.

T. S Simrall,
" Lafayette.

T.E.Smith, " Suwanee.

J.D.Thomas, " Winchester.

T. D. Witherspoon, D. D., LL. D., " Louisville.
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SUCCESSION OF MODERATORS.

1861-1899.

A. D. Name. Pkesbiteet. Place of Ass'y.

1861. Rev. Benj. M. Palmer, D. D., New Orleans, Augusta.

1862. Eev. J. L. Kirkpatrick, D. D.,* Concord, Montgomery.

1863. Eev. James A. Lyon, D. D.,* Tombeckbee, Columbia.

1864. Rev. John S. Wilson, D. D.,* Flint River, Charlotte.

1865. Rev. George Howe, D. D.,* Charleston, Macon.

1866. Rev. Andi'ew Hart Kerr, D. D.,* Memphis, Memphis.

1867. Rev. Thos. Vernor Moore, D. D.,*__ _East Hanover, Nashville.

1868. Rev. John N. Waddel, D. D.,* Chickasaw, Baltimore.

1869. Rev. Stuart Robinson, D. D.,* Louisville, Mobile.

1870. Rev. Robert L. Dabney, D. D.,* West Hanover, Louisville.

1871. Rev. Wm. S. Plumer, D. D.,* Harmony, Huntsville.

1872. Rev. Thomas R. Welch, D. D.,* Arkansas, Richmond.

1873. Rev. Henry Martyn Smith, D. D.,* . _New Orleans, Little Rock.

1874. Rev. John L. Girardeau, D. D.,* Charleston, Columbus.

1875. Rev. Moses D. Hoge, D. D.,* East Hanover, .._St. Louis.

1876. Rev. Benjamin M. Smith, D. D.,*-_ West Hanover, Savannah.

1877. Rev. C. A. Stillman, D. D.,* Tuskaloosa, New Orleans.

1878. Eev. T. E. Peck, D. D.,* Roanoke, KnoxviUe.

1879. Rev. Joseph R. Wilson, D. D., Wilmington, Louisville.

1880. Rev. T. A. Hoyt, D. D., NashviUe, Charleston.

1881. Rev. Robert P. Farris, D. D., St. Louis, Staunton.

1882. Rev. R. K Smoot, D. D., Central Texas, Atlanta.

1883. Rev. T. Pryor, D. D.,* East Hanover, Lexington.

1884. Rev. T. D. Witherspoon, D. D.,* LouisviUe, Vicksburg.

1885. Rev. H. R. Raymond, D. D., Tuskaloosa, Houston.

1886. Rev. J. H Bryson, D D.,* North Alabama, Augusta.

1887. Rev. G. B. Strickler, D. D., Atlanta, St. Louis.

1888. Rev. J. J. Bullock, D. D.,* Maryland, Baltimore.

1889. Rev. H. G. Hill, D. D., Fayetteville, Chattanooga.

1890. Rev. James Park, D. D., Knoxville, xlsheville.

1891. Rev. Hampden C. DuBose, D.D., __ Pee Dee, Bii'mingham.

1892. Rev. Samuel A. King, D. D., Central Texas, Hot Springs.

1893. Hon. J. W. Lapsley, North Alabama, _ .Macon.

1894. Rev. James R. Graham, D. D., Winchester, Nashville.

1895. Rev. C. R. Hemphill, D. D., LouisviUe, Dallas.

1896. Rev. R. Q. Mallard, D. D., New Orleans, Memphis.

1897. Rev. Geo. T. Goetchius, D. D., Cherokee, Charlotte.

1898. Rev. E. M. Green, D. D., Transylvania, New Orleans.

1899. Rev. John F. Cannon, D. D., St. Louis, Richmond.
* Deceased.
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STATED CLERKS OF PRESBYTERIES

ARE EARNESTLY REQUESTED:

1. To make their Annual Reports to the Assembly, viz. : (1), Statistical,

as per form on preceding pages ; (2), on Systematic Beneficence; (3), on Sab-

bath Schools ; (4), Narratives ; (5), On Young People's Societies.

2. To make their reports in fair, distinct wi'iting, especially the col-

umns of names and figures in the Statistical Tables.

3. To make them as accurate and as full as possible. When chui'ches

do not report to Presbyteries, it is desirable that the numbers of their com-

municants should be inserted from their last reports.

4. To report no fractions in the money columns.

5. To add up each column of figures with special care.

6. To append to the statistics of Presbyteries a brief account of the

changes which have occurred during the year, such as the number of licen-

sures, ordinations, installations, dismissions of pastors, organizations of new

churches, and the names of ministers deceased. Place a star after name of

church if a manse is furnished.

7. To transmit their Statistical and other Reports to the Stated Clerk

of the Assembly as soon as they are prepared, if possible before the

meeting of the Assembly. If statistical reports are not received before the

Asseaibly adjourns, it will occasion embarrassing delay in the publication of

the Minutes. Clerks should also see that the amounts due for General

Assembly's assessments are promptly sent up. See page 477.

B^° Blank forms for Sessional or Presbyterial Reports are not fur-

nished by the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, but by the Executive

Committee of Pubhcation, at cost price, by order of the Assemblies of 1867

and 1878; and Stated Clerks are earnestly urged to supply themselves with

the latest blanks for Statistical Reports.

The Assembly instructs Stated Clerks to send up no overture except

when it is written upon a separate sheet of its own.

TO THE STATED CLERKS OF SYNODS.

It is the duty of these officers promptly to notify the approaching Gen-

eral Assembly, through its Stated Clerk, (1), of the formation or dissolution

of Presbyteries within the bounds of their respective Synods, and (2), by the

1st of May in each year, of the times a7id places of the next ensuing meet-

ings of these bodies. It is not required that Synodical Narratives or sta-

tistical reports prepared by Synod be sent to the Assembly. They are sim-

ply for Synodical record.
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ROLL OF ORDAINED FOREIGN MISSIONARIES

UNDER CAEE OF AND SENT OCT FROM THIS LAND BY THE EXECCTITE COMMITTEE OF

FOREIGN MISSIONS, BUT NOT MEMBERS OF ANT PRESBYTERY IN CON'N'ECTION

WITH THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

Rev. A. T. Graybill; D. D , Linai*es, Mexico, is a member of the Presby

tery of Tamaulipas.

Rev. Joseph E. Phipps, Luebo, Congo Free State, is a member of the

Presbytery of Lackawanna, in connection with the Presbyterian Church,

r. s. A.

Rev. H. S. Allyn, M. D., Sao, Joao Del Rei

;

Rev. G. W. Butler, M. D., Recife:

Rev. S. R. Gammon, Lavras

;

Rev. G. E. Henderlite, Parahyba

;

Rev. C. R. Morton, Araguary;

Rev. W. C. Porter, Natal

;

Rev. F. A. Rodrigues, Campinas

;

Rev. J. R Smith, D. D., Sao Paulo

;

Rev. W. M. Thompson, Caxias

;

Rev. C. R. Womeldorf, Maranhao,

are members of the Synod of Brazil. So also is Rev. R. P. Baird, Forta-

leza, Brazil, though his name appears in the general tables as a member of

the Presbytery of Cherokee. C. R. Womeldorf is yet borne on the roll of

Lexington Presbytery. W. A. A.












